; great A. of : Fl Chriſtian 
Dpened and Preſſed; 


» OS 
from Prov. 4. 23. ex 


S }; 
BEING SS 
A: ſeaſonable ani proper expedienr for _ } 
the recovery of the much decayed 2 
Power-of Godlineſs among the ol 
Profeſſors of theſe times. EE 
By Hos, Flavell M. of che Goſpel, 


qe & deco conſtitutus eſt ſui cordis renquam © 6-2Y 
Fur” e>> defenſor contra ſios hoſes : E 
£107" # Ploratd auxilio, nou exſpefFato fs < *... 
cn deo ad primam obſid)onis caſtrameratia- E:. 
tradat boſti crimen admittit grodi« "2 0a 
cient manifeum: quid igitur dicendum de tradi- © 
tione clavium, bujus caftri, antequam obſedions © 
prematur > clavis eſt cogitatio, bec enim cor aperity- ..' * x; 
| - cogitationem volvere eft clavem cordis ad apth=" © * 
= Fiozem ipſus torquere; ut tandem reſeratur. Ame. : 
® de Conſcien. p. 154. | Rs 
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Togny dearly beloved and longed for; 
' the Flock of Jeſus Chriſt in Dartmoath, 
over whom the Holy Ghoſt bath made: 
me an Overſeer : ſound Judgement, 
truEZeal,and unſtained Purity 1s Hi 
tily wiſhed, 


My Dear Friends, © * 4 : 


\ Here are thre ſad fights with! 
which our eyes ſhould tonti®: 
nually offeft eur hearts, The: 
( 1+) 7s to bebold in- every. 
place, ſo many prophane and: 


iſſolute © ones who bears the 


- Very image of Satan : the face of whoſe" con** hg 


verſatiop plainly diſcovers what - they arty; 
and whither they are geing, Philip. © 3+ 28;: 
19. Theſe look like Seafalods inks children 


of nrath :-The (2) is to ſer ſo many curſed: 


hypocrites” artificially diſgaifing "themſelues,> 
= with marvelloas rtf tHings\ the « 
parts of Saints, ſo that eyen' 4 judicious: 
eJe may ſometimes miſtake the»  Similer* 
workings of the Spirit *on-'thews for-Shi. 
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ſaying. working owethers'3- to hear ſuch 4, par - 
Phra proing, \ bywwiling bit AU 


ftian : For | 


truth is,, who get through the impetunss work- 


ſuch ſcandalous pratiteesy . that they look like 
Hypocrites, though they are 'not ſo+ 

T beſe are three. ſad- ſights indeed, and Oh 
that my bead-were waters, and mine eyes foun- 
—_ tears, that I might weep abundantly 
over. them all { © | . 

"For thefirſt I nould mourn heartily, con- 
{idering that- they .( ſo continuing) muſt. be 
| damned eternally. 2 Theſ.1.8, 9.1 Cor.6.9- 
=. » For the ſecond, I would both. waep . «nd 
tremble conſidering that they (ſoabiding) muſt 
: be dammed doubly,” Matth, 24. $5 ;-.. - 

: And for the thirZ, no leſs than ,an of: che 
reſt, 'becauſe though they. themſelves may and 
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fhall be ſaved, yet their examples make: iy 
| _ the 
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raptions, and talking of his experiences 3 would | 
eafily perſwade 4 man to believe, that he hath © 
the heart ar.well asthrface of a fincere Chri- © 


Sj oculus , fic ill» manus, fic ora ferebat. 4 
So the people of God do ſpeak, ſorbey pray, and # 
even ſo they open their conditions *: theſe lvck 
like Saints, but are none. The (3) is t ſte % 
fo many real Saints in whom the Spirit of Y 


3 ings of their corruptions, and negietling of the I 
|  matchover thelr hearts, do often fall into | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory,- 
the bouds of death upon both the former ; 
Mat: 18. 7. 2 Sam. 12. 13, T4- Weg 

Alas?) that ever they ſhould ſhed the blood 
of others ſouls, ' for whom Chriſt ſhed bis own 
” blood! that ever they ' ſhould 'be cruel #9 
7 others, who bave fownd Chrift ſo kind #0 
'Z them!” 1 kniw they dare not do it direflly- 
»* and intentionally, but ſo it proves occaſionally 
Z axd eventuggy. Suffer me hereto digreſs a 
= Fittle, and expotulate with theſe prejudiced 
zZ audbardened Souls, T wAl preſently return to 
XZ you again. , O why do you miſchief your own 
* FSoulr by other mens examples ? © becauſe they 
= ſtumble and break their ſhins, will you fall 
* and break your necks ?. T deſire all ſuch as bar- 
'* den themſelves by theſe things, and take up a 
+ good opinion of their own deplorable condition, 
*; would ſoberly confider and anſwer theſe three 
- = Dreries, 
-/ I. Qu. Doth Religion any way convte- 
;' nance or patronize the ſinful praftices of Hs 
; Profeſſors, or doth it not rather impartially 
' * and ſeverely condemn them ? It is the Glory 
: * of the Cbriſtian Religion that it is pure and 
* whdefiled, James 1. 27. no Dotirine ſo boly, 
Pla). 19. 8. zor doth any make more provift- 
EZ on for an holy life, Titus 2. 11, 12. Indeed 
7 there is a caſe wherein we may charge the e- 
$ vil praftices of men upon theer Principles, but 
that is when har profiices naturally flow 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
from, aud neceſſarily follows their principles : 
as for example; if I ſee a Papiſt ſin boldly, 
I may charge it upon, bis principles, for they 
ſet pardons to ſale, and ſo make way for looſ- 
eſs. © If T ſee an Arminian ſhght the grace 
- of God, and proudly advance bimſelf, TI may 
© cry ſhame _ his -princip/es, which diredly 

lead toit 3 but can 1 do ſo where ſuch praii- 
ces. are- condemned and providell againſt by 
their own avowed principles which commit 
them ? 


2. Q. Is it nt anirrational thing tolet © 


fly at Religion becauſe of the ſcandalons ways 


of ſame, whilſt in the mean time you wholly |: 


flight and overlook the holy and beavenly 
converſations of many others ? are all that 
profeſs Godlineſs looſe and careleſs in their 
lives ? No, ſome are at ornament to their pro- 
fiſſion, and the Glory of Chriſt : and why muſt 
tbe innocent bs condemned with the guilty 2 
wby the eleven for ong Judas ? 

3- Q. If yon condemn Religion becauſe of 
the ſcandalons lives of ſome that profeſs it : 


muſt you wot then caſt of all Keligion in the '7 
World and turn down right Atheiſts ? ſamre- 13 
ly this is the conſequent of it : for what {| 


Religion ts there, but ſome that profeſs it walk, fitw 


contrary to that their profeſſion : and then as Þ 
Conſtantine zold the Novatian, you muſt ſet |* 


wp your Ladder and go to Heaven by your felf. 
09 co i | Bet 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
Bat alas! it is not onr printed Apologies 
T for Religion, but the viſible reformations of + 
* its Profeſſors that muſt both ſalve its honoar, 
" © and remove thoſe fatal ſtumbling blocks as 
?* _ which the blind world ſtrikes and falls intocter- 
' nal perdition. 
' 7} Nowtherearetmowaies by which this may, 
| I be ifeblid. Firſt, by convincing the conſe= 
' Fences of Profeſſors of their miſcarriages , and 
| the evil and aggravations of them. Secondly, 
3 by medicating the heart , "and cleanjing the 
| "3 fountain whence they proceed :in the firſt © 
"Theſe, a worthy and eminent ſervant of Chri 
13 hath lately Iaboured, holding 4 clear Goſpel= 
"2glaſs before the faces of Pro- See Gafial 
 Ifefſors which truly repreſents their G22 
(3ſpots and blemiſhec, If he that 
reads it , mill conſider, apply, and pratiiſe, 
it ſhall doubtleſs turn to his Salvation, but if 
' 3t turn 10 no p04 acconnt to him that reads it ; 
' T know it ſhall turn to a teſtimony for him 
| hat nroteit. The ſecond is a principal de- 
Ten of this ſnpall Treatiſe, the ſubjeFt whereof 
"Wis exceeding neighty, and of daily uſe ro the 
{people of God, though the manner sf band= 
ling it be attended with many defetts and 
Eiweakneſſes : every one cannot be excellent mba 
yer may be uſeful. 
= T will exerciſe your patience no longer than 
Wrbilſt 1 tell your 
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© The Epiſtle Dedicarary, 
..t4: Why I publiſhed it to the view of the 


"2. Why 1diredt it paxticularly to you. 


w 


this ſubjed by a ſpecial providence, ſo to. be 


Publication of at by 4 kind of. neceſſity :- the x: 


\. Firſt for the Publication of" it, take this © 
bucere aud brief accomnt, that as I was led | 


E$L-+36,= x2 
Wont at W 


Mi PYE 


Ys ye EFT 


Pravidence gt firſt leadin meto '2t. was this - 6, 
A.gear and choicefriens of my int ate. ac- | 


quaintance beiug under much itiward trouble 


wponzhe acrquns.of ſame ſpectpl heart aiſor- | 
der, opened the raſe 40 me, aud earneitly re- | 


quelted ſome xutes and h 


9M is that particu- þ 


lar, hilt 1 was bending ny thoughts to | 
that ſpecial caſe, divers other caſes of ike * 
wmportgnce ( ſame. of which were dependent | 


upon that conſideration ) enngs w my. | 


bave Int F 


noughts and this Scripiere which 1 
ied upon, preſeuted i ſe 45 @ 


* 


| | ho Fornda- 
2208 far the whole diſcourſe ; _ which being {| 
lengthened out 80.what you ſee, divers friends 7 
| ſcribe for their uſe, di» © 


requeſted, me to tran 


vers of thz Caſes bere handled: and ſome others 7 
begg'd me 20publiſh the whole, to'which I was © 
14.4 manner weceſitated, to ſave the gains of 
tranſcribing, which to me is-18* very. tedious 


and tireſome work: aud juſt as Lbad almoſt fi- Þ 
niſhed the Copy, an opportunity preſented ' and % 
that ſomemhat ftrangely) to make. it publick. | 
So that from firſt to laſt I have been car- \ 


ried 


Ls 


. Loads + 23 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, + , 
ried beyond my firſt intentions in this thing, 
Obj. If any ſay, the world is even cloyed 
with Books , and thefore though the diſcourſe 


” be neceſſary, yet thepublication3s needleſs; 


Sol. 1, I anſwer, there are multitudes of 
Books indeed, and of them many concern not 
themſelves about root truths, and pratiical 
godlineſs, but ſpend their ſtrength upon impre- 
fticabll notions , and frivolous controverſies ; 
many alſo ſtrike at root truths, and endeavour 
to undermine the power of Godlineſs : and ſome 
there are that nourifh the root, and 1end to clear 
and confirm, to prepare and apply tbe great 
truths of the Goſpe! that they may be bread for 
ſouls to live and feed on ; now, though I could 
wiſh that thoſe that have handled the pen of 
the Scribe, bad better implayed their time and 
pains than to obtrude ſuch uſeleſs diſcourſes 


. pon the world, yet for Books of the latter rank,, 


1 ſay, that when Hutbandmen complain of too 
much corn, let Chriſtians complgin of too many 
ſuch Books. LS 
2, Audiif you be ſo bighly conceited of your 
own furniture aud ability, that ſuch Booky are” 
needleſs toyou; if you let 2hem alone they will 
do you no hurt, and other poor bungry ſouls will © 
be pladof them, aud. bleſs Gad for what you + 
deſpiſe and leave. | _ 
Ob. If it be ſaid that ſeveral of the caſes 
bere hand{ed tcuch not your condition 3 I an- 


ay. Sol" 1. 


* The-Epiſtke Dedicatory: 

| Sol. 1, That which! not your condition 
may be anothers- condition, If you be placed I 
in an eaſit, full and proſperonsſtate 5<and ſo . 31 
have noneed of the helps bere ffered ro ſup= ©} 
port your heart under pinching wants, others © 
are farced to live by faith for every daies pro» © 
Vifon; if you be dandled upon the knie' of pro 
videnct ſome of your . brethren are under its 
feet. If you bave ingard peace, and tranquillity 
of Spirit, and ſa need nit the Connſels here 
given to ward off thoſe deſperate concluſions that 
poor »fflifted ſouls are ready to draw upon them- 
=” ſelvecat ſuch atinje; yet it may be a word in 
"ſeaſon tothem, aud they may ſay as David to 
3 Abigail, bleſſed be thog of the Loyd yand bleſſed' 
be thy advice. RT. 
2. That maybe your condition ſhirtly ; 
which is not your condition for preſent : ſay 
not thy Aruntain' ftands ftrong, thin ſhalt 
never be moved : there are changes in the 
right hand of the myf Hioh, and then thoſe 
truths which are little moye eftremed than 
Hedge-truits, will be as apples of Gold in 
FF. P. Fares of Silv:r ; In Jer. Io. II. The - 
= - Prophet there teaches the Fews (mho then 
dnelt in thelr. wn houſes) how to defend 
their Religion in Brbylon, and what they 
t - ſhawld {ay tothe Cildeans there, and there- 
7 fore that verſeis written in Cildee, So wach 
= for the reaſons of its publication : Next x 
7 tbe 
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thereto by the conſideration. ( 1.) Of there- 
lation T bave to you above all the people in the' 


= World: IT lock upon my gifts as yours; my. 


? time as Jours , and all the Talents T am en- 
' truſtedwith as yours : It is not with you as 


' with a woman whoſe Husband ir dead , and 


| ſois freed fromthe Law of ber Huband, the 


relation flill continues, and ſo do all the mu- 


qual duties of ite ( 2.) By the conſideration of 
Z myneceſſitated abſence from you, 1would not 
4 that perſanal abſence ſhould by inſenſible.de- 
* grees, wntwiſt- ( as uſually itdoth) thecord. . 


of friendſhip, and therefore have endeavorred 


'Z (as abſent friends nſeto do) to preſerve and 
, ſtrengthen it by this ſmall remembrance. It 


was Veſpaſians anſwer to Apollonius when 
be defired acceſs for two Philoſophers » My 
Doors ( ſaid Veipalian ) are always open 10 
Philoſophers , but my very breaſt is open 20 
thee, 1 cannot ſay with him , my doors are 
open for the free acceſs of friends , being by @ 
ſad providence ſhut againſt my ſelf s Bus 
this T can ſay, my very breaſt is ſtil{ open to 
you 3 you are as dear to me as ever. (35): A 
#0ther inducement ( and indeed the main)-was 
the perpetual uſefulneſs and neceſſity 0® theſe 
xrnths for you which you will bave continual 
needof': and I know few f you bave ſuch 
ba*py memories 10 regain \, and 1 canno be at- 


« » i 
- 
a—7 . 
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-- The Epiſtle Dedicatory © © 
J the Dedication of it toyou, 1 was induced 


wayes with you to incxlcate theſe tbipgs , but 
litera\(cripta maner;3 Twas willing its leave 
this with you ar @ Legacy, as @ Teſtimony of 
ſincere love for, aud care ever you: This may | 
couuſe} and direft you when 1 cannot, I may © 
berendred wſeleſs to you by a civil or matural © 
Death ; bat this will outlive me, and O that 2 
: may ſerve your ſouls when I am ſilent in tbe - } 
wit / K 
-.. To haſlen now to a concluſion, I have only 
#heſe three requeſts to you, which I earneft- | 
Iy beſeech you not to detty me ; Tea, Tcharge 
Jour, 45 ever you hope to appear qwith comfort 
© before tbe great Shepherd , do not dare 40 
flight 3beſe requeſts. (1. ) Above ll. other 
. Studies in the world, fludy your own bears: | 
"waſte not a minute more of your precious | 
time.about frivolons and ſapleſs controverſies 3 
238 reported even of B:llarmine (bow truly 
TH TI examine not ) quod a fiu- 
Fuligattus in diis (cholaltice theologiz a- 
vita Bellar. yerteretur ferz wauſeabun- 
| dus, quoniam fucco Care» 
bant liquide pietatis, ( 7. e. ) be.twrn- 
ed with loathing from the ſfludy of School- 
: Divinity becauſe it mwaut- 
'  Caput rezula- ed the ſweet juice of Pity: 
 Iymilidefuit |] þ d rather it ſhould be 
_ gas "ot ſaid of you, as one ſaid of 
M os p dSwinktcldius ' C He ney” 
© . 


ed a regular head, bur nor an boneft 
heart ;.) then that you ſhiuld have 'repuler 
beads, and irregular bearts : My dear flock,” 1 
Bave accurding to the grace given. me, labonye 
ed in the conrſe of yy miniſtry among yong tv 
feed 30u witÞ the heart-ſtrengthening bread 
of prattical Diflrine, and 1 aſſure y0us it 
js far better you ſhould have the ſneet "and 
ſaviny Inipreſſions of. Gofpel»Traths, [ID 
ly, and powerfdlly conveyed to your hearts > 
then only to underſtand them by a bare ratio» 
cination, or a dry fyllogiſtical inference : 
Leave trifling ſtudies to ſuch as have timt 
lying on their hand3,and know not how to ims 
ploy it: Remiember you are at the door of 'E= 
ternity, and bave other wirh to do-3 thoſe 
hours you fiend, won beart-nork in your clo« 
ſets, are the golden ſpots of all your time, ant 
will bave the ſweeteſt influence into your laſt 
hear : Never forget thoſe Sermons T preach= 


_ ed to yon. upon that ſubj;it, from '2 Kiogs 
20. 2, 3» Heart-work it neiphty and diffi- - 


cult nork, an error there may coft you” your 
foals : I may ſay of it, as Auguſtine ſpeaks 
of the Doftrine of the, Trinity, Nihilo fa- 
Cilius aut perictlofing erratur'z 4 man car 
erre in nothing more eaſily or more dangers 
ovſly+ O then ,. ſtudy your hearts, (2) MY 
next requeſt ir, that you will'carefnlly lot 20 
Jour, Converſations, and be accurate in all yout 


3-5 : - y' REST I "9 _ "”" hk _ ny l 
x 4 a R 4 Y P _ X 
; » oy "he EB + oy FL jy G7 det RE RF -. o07 OI | 
: . Ta TYedicatory, 00h 
a , o 
- C b . P [2 bf 
: 2 © - 14 
. — ” * 

* 


"" bp ©* FAS 4*--* SEIN 
'$” A 2.50% n | 
Ra am oe IEEE: 
Gr! bt 
> q A. - F 
$9. 


WE E- = DITTLE TDedica! ory... 
-waiess bold forth the word of life : be ſure | 
the ftrifineſs and holineſs of year lives, to | 
fettl> y5nr ſelves in the very conſciences of | 
Jour enemies, Remember that your ling | 
mn ſt be preduced in the great day, to judge © 
the world, x Cor. 6. 2. Ohthen what man- 
mer of perſons oupht you to be | You have ma» | 
<a Jen, the Omniſcient eye of Gid, 
thax ſearches the heart and reins, Rev, 2. 
23. The vigilant ee of Satan, Job. 1, 75, $ 
The envious tyes of enemies, that cariouſly 
obſerne you, Plal, 5. 8. The quick and 0b- 
ſervant eye of Conſcience, which none of your 
aitjons eſcape, Rom. 9. 1. 

Oh then be preciſe and accurate in all man- 
ner of converſations keep up the power of 
Godlineſs in your Cloſets and Families, and 
then you will not 1et jt fall in your more pub- 
Fick imployments, and converſes in the world : 
T bave often told you, that it is the honour of 
the Goſpel, that it makes the beſt Parents 
and Children; the beft Maſters and Servants ; 
E the beſt Husbands and Wives in the World, 
o My third andlaſt requeſt is, that you pray 
N or. me +: -I hope I can ſay, and am ſure 
fore of y0u- bave acknowledged, that 1 came 
at firſt among you, as the weturn and anſwer 
if yozr Prayers : And indeed fo it ſhould be, 
& Luke 10, 2» { am perſnaded ales I 
ave 


LIT 1 
pry: 


4 i $/ *b C S; f OI =, EIS 


* bavebeen carried on in my 

ers : *tis ſweet when*tis ſo, ſee Ephel.6.18, 
19. And I bope by your Prayers to receive 
yet a further benefit ,- even that which is men- 


tioned, Heb, 13. 18, 19. Philem. 22, And 


bi truly it is but equal you ſhould pray for me, 


T bave often prayed for. you + Let the Pulpit, 
Family and Cloſes witneſs for me : And God 


i" forbid I ſhould ſin againſt the Lord in ceaſing - 


t0 pray for you. | 
Yea, friends, your own intereſt may per+ 


= ſwade to it : what mercies you obtain for me, 


redound to your own advantage, if God pre- 


2 ſerve me , it is for your uſe and ſervice: the 
3 more gifts and graces a Miniſter hath , the 


better for them that ſhall wait upon bis Mz- 


j :iftry : the more God gives in to me, the 


more I ſhall be able togive ont to you. Iwill 
detain you no longer , but to entreat you #0 
| accept this ſmall eftification of my great love 
and have recourſe to it , according as the ex» 
| zgencies of your condi ion ſhall require : Read 
| 7t confideringly , and obediently ; Fudge it_ 
#0t by the dreſs and flile but by 1h: weight 


A and ſavour of what youread. *Tis a good 
* Rule of Bernard, in legendis libris, non 
+ quzramus ſcientiam fed ſaporem, {(1.e. ) 


D # reading Bocks , regard not ſo mucb the 
© cience, as the ſavour ; That it may' prove 


work by your pray= @ © 
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Your loving. and 
faichfal Palfor, 


Jou'n Fravnsli. 


' From my Study 
at Ley in Slaptons 
Odob. To 1667, 


Ne Ky aw Heart wil Frrgend ”, 
bp ; of Re [: Life.” 7 


part 'before jt be Regenerate, 
"and the beſt iſtetwards-" Te 


t _ theſeacof Principles, and bu 
F tain of ations. The cye.of God #, 
Z thec bo of the Chriſtian ct $: 
cipal hg Sagen it... ©. rag , 
2 isto bin ha ny oath lt oh eat- A 
- # efi difficulty after Ga, Berk isfo keep 8 
the Heart with. 


3 pinch; cligion 3 here's , tha 
-F that __ the wa y to Wer © 20g WAY, - 
% ad the Gate of LA ſtrait Gare: 'D 

$  xe&ion and help in thit . groge Work, £ 
63 ſcope andſurh of hy LF » » W 


; Fo o of 7 i are the iſſner of £6. Baht: 
:.Jnt Exhorratlos $ ball conic on, 


he Text opened, 
The raztter of the Day © 
"I IT. The means of performing it» 


I. The matter of the Ditty > Keep p 4 ) 


Heart. Heart is n6t here taken proper! 
for that noble ' of the body , which 
Philoſophers . call. che primum terns & 
#Itinum moriens z _ frſt that lives, and 

prong Heart in a Me» 


jor, the Sms oifietitfies tihhdets | 
fol ſome particular nob1e fatulty .6f the | 
q, om. Te if is pit for ths un- | 

ns 


deritan 114 part. 
(3. 6. , +B2tr fo 
Bdbned. Aud Bal. t for 
he memory, wo) iy wy 

of 


mr 
i $10; Rt & fatf 


Undertfariding,, ad the ite 1 
ons of the Tres " ff 6iir Keare | 


the INT > kit ir ie beklrifie 8 
tiderfih its 5 {5 #3 if tir © 68feterics 5 | 


Whoſe þ Foper 6 td cottderiitt; 
lefe 'We ate to rp it tore getteritly 
itt ihe whole foul , * of lier tart ; for 
Yoblt Whit the freart fs to the body , that 
the Soul is to the Man : and what health 
is to 4 heart, that Hlltes ir to the 
Soul : 4 ſanitas i in corpore, Ot Janditar 
7 62+. The ſtate of 1 Fg «Role bodyde- 


pehds gpon the foiintiiefs abt vigour of 1 
the heart, and the eveilaſting flate of the "| 


whole 
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+ | cur upon the good or condition 
ts | 'the Soul. 


by , 


Ji ; 
A 
Src 
p 6 
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+ . preſerve the foul {com in, and maintain. 


4 


1d | its (weet and free communion with Gods 


& 3+ Lepater un lor. will have © | 

*% YJ che word taken. from _—_ nan, 3h 
1c if Geged Garzif OA begin by 7c 

1- J many _ K's is oy — 
3 * and danger of being be zhe 
wy | | ceaped by the ttecherous wy wo al che 
[7 Citizens within , in which» _ 
wy | danger the Soldiers - upon —_ 
i 4 mended . .to , watch 3 and Oftid 4 ſen: | 
< Þ} whereas che expraſion , Io hs 
t | (Keeg hy Heart ) focros to 1 bereaſe 
3 {f puc itupon us as our wack, ii of it wer 
| | yet i doth not kiply a the uts of 
> of ability in us lons > help 
r || +040 ity we are 85 able to qr oriife # 
t | Nop the Sun in Its courſe, flow om of k 
1 | or take the Rivers run news at 
> oenens as by 's ak vey 

| vhill 8 er to cvle | 
and -order our hearts - We -ntidy as 28 elf 
* 1 he our own Seaview, rage own 
] | nee: m4 yet Solomon cprks Pee: | 


"*F The Text opened. 


' Heart , becauſe the Duty is'ours, though | 


the power be Gods. A#natural Man hath # 
no power , 2 gracious man hath ſome'® 


though not ſufficient, and that power he . 


hath, depends upon the excicing and'af- |; 
fiſting ſirength of Chrift z Gratza gratians i 
Zoftalat, Grace within us is beholding to 7 


Grace without us, Fobn I9, Jo Wit ou? | 


we ye can do nbthing. So much of the | 


matter of the Duty: 


2. The manner of performing it , is ' 


W7i#h all diligence, the Hebrew is very Em- 


| dhatical JNWD D522 cam omnt euftodia, | 


Keep with all keeping, 9. 4. keep, keep 3 
ſet dovble guards,your hearts will be gone 
Elſe: And" this vehemency of expreffion 


with which the Duty is urged , plainly 
implics how difficult it is to keep our $ 
hearts; and how dangerons'tolet them gos | 


'. 3- The Reaſon or Motive quickning 
to this. Daty is very forcible and weigh- 


ty, For out of it are the iſſues of life, That | 


is, it is the Sourſe and Fountain of all 
vital ations and operations ? Hine fons 
boni & peccandi origo y faith Jerom ; it is 
the Spring and Original both of good and 
evil, as the Spring in a Watch that ſets'all 


the wheels in motion. The Heart is ! 
- the Treaſury , the Hand and Fongue _ | 
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3 the Shops, what is in theſe came from 
F thence the hand and tongue always be- 
J gin where the heart ends. The Heart 
7 contrives and the members execute, Luke 


6. 46. A good man out of the good treaſury 


of bis hgart bringeth forth good things, and 
| ar evil man out of the evil treaſury of. his 


* beart bringeth forth evil things , for out of 


# the abundance of bis beart his mouth ſpeaks 


# etb. Sothen, if the heart erre in its work, 


# theſe muſt needs miſcarry in theirs; for 
Z Heart-errours are like the errours of the 
| firſt concottion, which cannot be reQiti- 


ed afterwards: Or like te miſ-placing 


| and inverting of the ſtamps and letters in 


the Preſs, which muſt needs cauſe ſo many 


23 Errata's in all the Copies that 'are printed 


off, Oh then! How impoxtant a Duty is 
that which is contained in the following 


# Propoſition ? 


Dot. That the keeping and right mana- 
ging of the beart in every condition, is the 
great buſineſs of a Chriſtians life. * | 

What the Philoſopher faith of Waters , 
is as properly applicable to hearts, ſuir 
terminis difficile continentur ; *tis hard to 


| keep them within any bounds : God hath 


ſet bounds and limits to them', yet how 


frequently do they tranſgreſs, not only | 
& the bounds of Grace and Religion, but 
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| What't 3 #0 keep the hears, 


s 


gven, of Reaſon and common Honeſty : 
the labor boe opus eft, this is that 
as the Iriftian matfer of labour F 


fear anderermbling to his dying day. Tis” 
of the Fling of the hand that makes _ 
a Chriſtian , fos many fa Hypocrite can|} 
hr 33 fajr a hand as he, but the puri-# 


watching , and right qtdering of * 
art , this : the thing that provokes j# 
Jomapy {gd complaints, atid coſts ſo ma- 7 


deep groansand briniſh tears. *Twas & 
ti» Pride of Hezekiah's heart that made 2 ' 
Him lie in the duſt mourning before the % 
in AF $2 - Eo os fear 4 q | 
lypocihe invafling the heart , that made |} 
Dovid cry , let = heart be ſound in thy | 
Statutes, that The uot aſhamed, Pal. 119. * 
$0. *Twas the fad experience he had of 2 
the Diviſions and Diftra&tions of his own Z 
Hearc in the ſervice of God , that mage {| 
him pour out that prayer , Pſal. $6, 11. | 
Dite my bears to fear t Yy Name. | 
_ The method in which ] ſhall improve | 
the Point, ſhall be this, 4 

#. Firſt, 1 ſhall inquire what the keep- Þ 
7 | ſes and imports. 

2. Secondly , Aflign divers Reaſons, 
why Chriftiand muſt tnake this the greas | 
work and bulinels of ther lives. F 
:S Thirdly, Pola at thoſe ſpeciat _ \ 

"OM ons 


What it 5s to keep Hhe Heart. 7 
Yo which lpecialy call for this diligence 


| ip k | | 
ur, @ . 4 qurthly and Jaftiy, apply the whoſe 
* 


I, What the keeping of the hears fup- 

can |; os P es andl impopts. 

rf. fo) i fg hearts neceſry frye 
| ſes a previaus work of 

which hath ſer che hart right by giving ic 


-*- 
oy 
al = a new ſpiritual bent and inclination 3 for as 
24s Jongas theheart is ot fee right y Orv Tract, 
de 
he 


7 8s 9p its habitual frame , no 

* Mans can keep 5t right with a. 'Sclf 
2 3s the Poiſe of the unſandtified Heart , 
dif which byaſſes and moves it in all fits de-. 
hs 8 Ggns.and : ations 3 and as long as it is ſo, 
4 7 ic 1s impoſſible that any 'external] means 
of 4 ſhould keepit with God. 

: ManbyCreation was of one nt 
> uniform frame and tenor of Spirit , he}d 
, 4 one Rraght and eyen cqurfez nqt one 

'& thought or faculty ravell'4 or difoxder'd, 
» & hismind had a perfe& illumination fo un» - 
3 derſtand and know the wll of God , his 
S will a perfet complyance cherewith ; hjs 


ſealitive appetite and ofher inferiour 
powers , ſtood in a moſt oþedjent fuhor- 
2 arg 


oy tion is Vecome 2 
moſi Yr ered and rebellious Creature , 
B4g conteft- 


8 What if is to keep the heart: 


conteſting with, and oppoſing his maker, 


as the firft cauſe , by ſelf-dependance 3 as 
| thecbhiefeſt good, by ſclf-love3 as the High- 


ef Lord, by (elf-will ; and as the {aft end, 4 


by (elf-ſecking : and fo is quite diſordered, 


and all his ads irregular : His illuminated | 


underſtanding is clouded with ignorance , 
his complying Will full of Rebellion and 


Stubbornneſs z- his Subordinate Powers , 


caſting off the dominion and Government 
pf the ſuperior faculties. | 
But by Regeneration, this diſordered 


Soul is ſet right again 3 Sandification be- | 


ing the reifying, and due framing, or as 
_ the Scripture Phraſes it, thc renovation of 
the Soul after the Image of God , Ephe. 


4+ 24+ in which, ſelf-dependance is remo- | 
ved by Faith 3 ſelf-love by love of God; | 
felf<will, by ſubje&ion and obedience to | 


fhe will of God: and ſelf-ſeeking, by ſelt- 
genial. - The darkned underfianding is a- 
gain illuminated, Eph, 1, 18. the refraQto- 
xy will ſweetly ſubdu*d, Pſal. 110. 3. the 
rebellious appetite, or concupiſcence, gra- 
dually . conquered, . Row, 6.7. per tot, 
And thus the Soul which fin had univerſal- 

ly depraved » is again by Grace reſtored, 
 andreQtified. = | 

-. This being preſuppoſed , it willnot be 

githcult to apprehend , what it is to keep 

| tne 
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What i is to keep the Heart; E 9 
the Heart which is nothing elſe but the 
conſtant care and diligence of ſuch arenewed 
man, to preſerve his Soul in that boly frame 
to which Grace bath reducedit, and daily 


= , 
' firives to hold it. 


For though Grace hath in great meaſure - 
xeQificd the Sonl , and given it an habi- 
tual and heavenly temper z yet lin often 
actually diſcompoles it again, ſo that even 
a gracious heart is like a Maulical infiru- 
ment , which though it be never ſo ex- 
atly tuncd , a ſmall matter brings it out 
of tune again 3 yea , hang it afide but a 
lictle, and it will need ſetting again, 
before you can play another Leffon on it : 
even 74 ftands the caſe with ' gracious 
hearts 3 if they are in frame in one du- 
ty, yet how Jull, dead and diſordered 
when they come to another: and therefore 
every duty needs a particular preparation 
of the heart, Job 11. 13. If thou prepare 
thine beart, and ftretch thy hands towards 
bim ; Well then, to keep the Heart, is 
carcfully to pfeſerve it from ſin which dif- 
orders itz and maintain that ſpiritual and 


gracious frame which fits it tor a life of 
communion with God : and this includes 


theſe ſix acts in it. | 
"1, Firſt, frequent obſervation. of the 
frame of the Heart, turning 1n and exa>, 
do | mining 


eu : * ”, 
ow 4 , $2: 


30 Whatit 1/10 keep the Heart, 
- Mining how the calc lands with it, chis 
is on6 part of the work. - Carnal] and for- 
mal perſons take no heed to this, they 
.canpot be brought to confer with their 


own hearts, there are ſome men and wo- * 


amen that have lived forty or fifty years |, 


ip the World, and have ſcarce had one 


hours diſcourſe with their own hearts all , 
that while: *tis an hard thing to bring a 


man and himſelf together upon ſuch an | 


account z but Saints know thoſe Solilo- 
gquics aud ſelf-conferences to be of excel- 
teat wſe and advantage, The Heathen 
copld ſay, auima ſedendo & gquieſcende fig 
Japiens , the Soul is made wile in fitting 
Kill in quictneſs 3 though Bankrupts caxe 
' _ &tolook into their Pooks of accoynt 3 
- yet upright hearts will know whether they 
$0 backward or forward , Pſal. 77.1. 1 
commune with mine own beart. The heart 
can never be kept untill its caſe be exami- 
ned and voderſiood. 
. 2+ It includes deep Humiliatians fog 
Heart-evils and diſorders, thus Fezek;ab 
kumbled himſelf for the Pride of his 
heart, 2 Chron. 32. 26, Thus the pco- 
ple were ordered to ſpread forth theis 
hands to God in Prayer, in a ſenſe of the 
Plague of their own Heaxts, 1. Kivgs 8. 
38. llpon this account many an Upright 
| cart 
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heart hath been Hſid low before God : © 
what an heart have I* They have in their 
confeffions pointed at the heare, thepain- 
ed phcez Lord here is the wound, here 
is the Plague-fores it is with the Hearc 
well kept, as it is with the eye, which is 
a fit emblem of it 3 if a {mall duſt get into 
the eye, it will never leave twinkling and 
wetring till it have wept it one: So the 
vpright heart carmot beat reſt till it have 
wepr out its tronbles , and poured out its 
complaints before the Lord. 

E It includes earneft Supplications , 
and inftant Prayer for heart-purifying 
and reQifying Grace, when fm hath de- 
filed and difordered it» fo Pfal. 212. 12. 
Cleanſe tho me from ſeeret faults, and 
> a $6. 11. Unite my heart 10" fear 
by Name. Saints have always meny fuch 
Petitions depending before the Throne 
of Gods Grace: ' this is the thing which is 
moſt pleaded by them with God : when 
they tre praying for outward mercies, hap- 
ly their Spirits may be more remiſs, buc 
when it comes to the heart-caſe, then 
they.intend their Spirits to the utmolÞ, 
fill their mouths with Arguments , weep 
and make (applications3 Oh, for a better 
hearc? Ob tor: a þcart to love God 
"more? To hate fm tore, to walk mort 


Whet it is to keep the Heart. un 


12 Whatit is to keep the Heart. 
evenly with God;..Lord "deny not to me 
ſuch a Heart whatever thou deny me 3 
Give me an heart to fear thee, love, and 
delight in thee, If I beg my bread in de- 
folate places. *Tis obſerved of holy Mr. 

Bradford, that when he was confeſling lin, 
he would never give oper confeſling un- 
till he had felt ſome brokenne(s of Heart 


for that fin, and when praying for any ſpj- _ | 


ritual Mercy would never give over that 
ſuit, till he had got ſome reliſh of that 
Mercy 3 that's the third thing included in 
keeping the heart. 

4. It includes the impoſing of firong 
ingagements and bonds upon our ſelves 
to walk more accurately with God , and 
avoid the occaſions whereby the Heart 
may be induced to fin : Well compoſed, 
adviſed, and deliberate Vows are in ſome 
caſes of excellent uſe to guard the Heart 
againt ſome ſpecial lin. So Fob 31.1, 
I made a Coveyant with my eyes ;, by this 
means holy ones have over-aw'd their 
ſouls, and preſerved themſelves from de- 
filement by ſome ſpecial Heart-corrupti- 
ONS. 

5, It includes a conſtant holy jealoufie 
over our own hearts 3 quick(ighted felf- 
jealouſie is an excellent preſervative from 
_ tin. He that will keep his Heart, Sn 

ave 
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F red, the Soul muſt diſcover and ſuppreſs 


_ with us, and getting the Lord always'- 


What 3t is to keep the Heart. - 17 
have the eyes of his ſoul awake and open 
upon all the diſorderly and tumultuous 
Rirrings of his affeGons : if the affeRi- 
ons break looſe , and the paffions be ſtir- 


them before they get to an height : O my 
ſoul doft thou well in this ? my tumultu- 
ous thoughts and Paſhons , where is your 
Commiſhon Stave viri, que cauſa vie? 
quive eftis in armis © Virg. _—_ 
Happy is the man that thus feareth al- 
ways. Prov, 28,14. By this fear of the Lord 
it is that men depart from evil, ſhake off 
ſecurity, and preſerve themſelves from ini- 
quity, he that wilt keep his heart muſt 
ced with fear, rejoyce with fear , and 
paſs the whole time of his ſojourning here 
in fear, and all little enough to keep the 
heart from fin- ; 
6. And laſtly ; to add no more, it in- 
cludes the reallizing of Gods preſence 


before us: this the people of God: have 
found a ſingular means to keep their 
hearts upright, and awe them from ſin; 
when the eye of our Faith is fixed upon 
the eye of Gods Omniſcience, we dare 
not let out our thoughts and affections to- 
vanity ; Holy Job durſt not ſuffer his 
heart to yield to an impure, vain though 
Fx ang 
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is  Hearhardrk, Diffients work.> 
and what wit # chat fbved bin © 

my 7 wiy ho cells, 

3icT:; wod Je? witud,.. 

oe 02 all my firps # atk he 
{faith God w efbrebarr) and b6them þ 
Feſt, Gen. v5. 1. Even a3 Parents 4 
fot their Children in the Congregation ho 
Horethem, knowing tht elſe they will: 
be roying and playmgz3 fo would the 
heart of the man tod, were #t not for the 
we ot Bed, 
Ty! theſe wh Garth Hke pattiowiats z de 
Saddad fonts exprets the care they hdvs 
of theſthezers þ thy are 48 cateful to prev 
vent Ob dercaking fools of theft <drrupris 
offs in UNnes of rewpration , as Seat 


#2 40'bifd faſt their Gors thit they breek | 


Hot 166 if a Hort 3/23 'tecta] to: pres 
ferve the {weetn:ls arid conert they fave 
Por ftomGod th tiny Dary 4 a3 ohe that. 
Hur ot mn hot bath, or greir fivbat ; 
RO taking cold , by: pong forth into'the 
chill alr-: "his is'thee work, and of all works 
a Religion itis £m eohant 


and POrranit" 
2% "The Merdtit work 3 Hoaft work 
wird work fedeed © t6 Awutile over Rec 
Wide QGaries wikh bh 00ſt ard heddiels 
7ſt, Wil @ftw@prmt patties, but to et 
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1667 and vatn theughts t/a waftgne. and 
ſeeivus utfendimhos upon hint 4 this wifl 
coſt thee foniething ! 66 attain a faelhity 
and dexcerity of latiguage in Prayer, and 
pt thy rticatiing ifito apt ant decent tx- 
is calte, bitt t6 get ehiy heavy 
oken for fin while thou arc (confelling 
It 4 ttielted with fe ee grace whilſt chow art 
bleffing God for It, t6 be really atharoed 
#14 humbled through the apprehenſions 
of Gods infinite Holineſs, arid t6 keepthy 
Heart in this fratnie, not only its, but after 
Ditty ; will futely coſt thee ſome groms , 
wid traviifing paifis of ſoul ; fo reprefs 
tHe ourtwnrd 2s of fin, #t1d cottipaſe rhe 


4nd cotritty tairmer is og great matter , 
Eten catiial perſons —_— c& of cot 
fofi Priveples card © this but © kl 
RE Foot of eefraptiore within ; to (ct afid 
keep up # Fly Gbvettiment over thy 
thoughts; ts have 41 things Iye ftrophe- 
=_ fly inf the Heart, this i flot ex- 
© 


\2: *Tis 4 ednſtiat work ; the keeping, 
of the Heift & fich a work , 4s is fiever 
Icic HNi life be does, this Jabour wid: 
Gar KEE GHd YOphtHEt <-TE iS With a Chit- 
Af in Ws Buiintl3 as ft 14 with Seamieh, 
thithiFeTpritg a Lei It Sea , if rhey 
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F : . x6 ? Aeart-work important work. 4 
tug not conſtantly at the pump , the was 


ter encreaſes upon them, and will quickly 
fink them: .*tis in vain for them to ſay 
the work: is hard , and we. are weary : 
There is no time-or \@pndition in the life 
-of a Chriſtian, which will fuffer an inter- 
miffion of this work : It is in the keeping 
watch over our hearts , as it was in the 
keeping vp.of Moſes his hands whilſt I/re- 
et and Amaleck, were fighting below , 
Exod. 17.12. No ſooner do Moſes his 
-hands grow weary and fink down, but 4- 
maleck prevails : You know it coſt David 
and Peter many a ſad day and night for in- 
termittipg the watch over their own hearts 
but a few minutes. | 


3. *Tis the moſt important buſineſs of | 


5 Chriſtians life ; without this we are but 


Formalifis in Religion: All our profeſfi- | 


ons, Gifts and duties fignifie nothing: 
: My Son give. me tbine beart , Prov. 23. 
:26. . God js pleaſed to call that 2 gift , 
which is indeed a debt : he will put this 
honour upon the creature to 'receive it 


-from him in the way of a gife 3 but if this | 


be not ou him, he regards not whac 
ever elſe you':bring to it : there is fo 
- mach only of worth and value in what we 
. do, as there is of heart in him ; Con- 
eerning the heart, God feems to ſay as 
= :-- Ja 
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"temptation , are all wrapt up in-, and nl] 


* Heart-work. important work. 17 
Foſeph of Benjamin, if you bring not Ben” 
jamin with you, you ſhall not ſee my face. 
Among the Heathens when the Beaſt wag 
cut up for Sacrifice » the frft thing 'the 
Prieſt lookt upon was the heart, and if 
that were unſound and naught, the Sa- 
crifice was rejeted. God rejects all du- 
tics ( how glorious ſo ever in other re- 
ſpecs ) offered him without a heart : he 
that performs duty without a heart , viz. 
needlcſly, is no more accepted with God, 
than he that performs it with a double 
heart, viz. Hypocritically , Iſa. 66. 3. 
And thus I have briefly opcned the nature 
of the Duty, what is imported in this _- 
phraſe, Keep thy heart. y 

2, Next, ſhall give you ſome rationale * 
account why Chriſtians ſhould make this 5; 
the great buſineſs of their lives, to k& ; 
their hearts ? 

The importance and neceſſity of ma- « 
king this our great and main bulineſs, will 
manifeſtly appear in that, 1. The ho- 
nour of God. 2. The ſincerity of our 
Profcihon. 3. The beauty of our con- 
verſation. 4. The comfort of our ſouls. 

5. The improvement of our Graces : 
And 6, Our ſability in the hour of 


»;- 


dependent on our fincerity - and care 
| in ' 


18 The Glory of God much concerned 


in the management of this work. 


1. The Glory of Godis much concern- 


ed therein 3 heart-cvils are very provo- 
king evils to the Lord. The Schools 
do well obſerve, that outward fins are 
majoris infamie , {ins of greater infamy 
but heart-fins are majoris reatus , fins of 
deeper guilt, How ſeverely hath the 
Great God declared his wrath from 
Heaven againſt Heart-wickedneſs ? The 
great Crime for which the old World 
ſtands indicted Cem. 6. 5,6, 7. 1s Heart- 
wickedneſs 3 God ſaw that every imagina- 
2ion ( or tiction ) of their heart was only 
evil, and that continually : for which he 
ſent the dreadfulleſt Judgment that was e- 
ver executed fince the World began «& 
And the Lord ſaid, Twill deſtroy Man whom 
T have created, from they face of the earth , 
both Mai and Beaſt, and the creeping things, 
and the Fowls of Heaven, for it repenteth me 
that Thave made Man, y. 7. We find not 
their Murders, Adulterics, Blaſphemies » 


( though they were detiled with theſe ) F 
particularly alledged againſt them 3 but | 


the evils of their hearts: yea, that which 
God was provoked by, as to give up 
his * peculiar inheritance into the 'enemies 
hand\, was the evil of their hearts, Jer. 


4. 14% O Jeruſalem waſh thine heart, | 


from 
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3n the keeping of onr Hearts. 19 
from wickedneſs that thou maiſt be ſaved, 
bow long ſhall vain thoughts lodge within 
thee ? The wickedneſs and vanity of 
their thoughts God took ſpecial notice 
of 3 and becauſe of this'the Caldean muſt 
come upon them as a” Lion from his thicks 


of if ets, v. 7. and tear them to pieces, For the - 
1c if very fin of thoughts it was that God 
mn i threw down the faln Angels from Hea- 
4 ven, and keeps them fill in everlaſting 


chains to the judgment of the great day 5 
by which expreſſion is not obſcurely in- 
timated ſome extraordinary Judgment 
to which they are reſerved , as Priſoners 
that have moſt irons laid upon them, may 
be ſuppoſed to be the greateſt Maletac- | 
rs : and. what was their fin ? Why, A 
only ſpiritual wickedneſs, for they ha- - : 
ving no bodily Organs, could act no- 
thing externally againſt God. Yea , 
meer heart-evils are ſo provoking , that 
for them he rejeas with indignation all 
the dutics that ſome men perform unto 
him, Iſa: 66.3. He that killeth an Ox, is 
as if he flew a Man, he that Sacrificeth a ' 
Lamb , as if hecut off a dogs neck, he thav 
offereth an Oblation as if he offered Swines 
Blood, he that burnety incenſe, as if be bleſ= 
fed an Idol. In what words could the 
abhorrence ,of a Creatures actions be 
C 2 more 
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”. © 20 The ſincerity of Profeſſion, &c. 
. more fully. expreſſed by the. holy God 3 
Maurther and Idolatry are not more vile in 
his account than their Sacrifices , though 
materially ſuch as himſelf appointed : and 
what made them ſo? the following words 
inform us, Their Soul delighteth in their 
abominations 2 © 

To conclude ſuch is the vileneſs of 
meer heart-ſins, that the Scriptures ſome- 
times intimate the difficulty of pardon 
for them. So in the caſe of Sizzon Ma- 
gus, Ads 8.21. his heart was not right, 
he had vile thoughts of God, and the 
things of God, the Apoſtle bids him re- 
pent aud pray, if perhaps the thoughts of 
his heart might be forgiven him, Oh then 
never ſlight heart-evils! for by theſe God 
is highly wronged and provoked, and for 
this reaſon let every Chriſtian make it his 
work to keep his heart with all dili- 
8Ence., | 

2. The ſincerity of our Profcſlion 
depends much upon the care and con- 
ſcience we. have in keeping our hearts 3 
for it's mott cerfain* that a man is but an 
hypocrite in his: Profeſſion, how curious 
ſoever he be in the externals of Religion, 
that is heedleſs and careleſs of the frame 
of his heart, you have a pregnant in- 
Nance of this in the caſe of Febu 2 Kings 
IO, 
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by the keeping of the heart. © 2x 

IO. ZI, But Jehu took no beedto walk in 
the ways of the Lord God of Iſrael with his 
heart. That Context gives us an account 
of the great ſervice perform'd by Feb# 
againſt the houſe of Ahab and Baal, as 
alſo of a great temporal reward given 
im by God for that ſervice, even that 

is Children to the fourth Generation 

ould fit upon the Throne of 1/rael. 

And yet in theſe words Feb# is cenſured 
or an hypocrite; though. God approved 
and rewarded the work, yet he abhorred' 
and rejected the perſon that did it as hy- 
Pocritical : and wherein lay his hypocri- 
ie? but in this, that he took no heed to 
valk in the ways of the Lord with his 
eart, (7. e. ) he did all iofincerely, and 

or ſelf-ends, and though the work he 
lid were materially good, yet he not 
urging his heart from thoſe. unwor- 
hy ſelf-defigns in-doing it , was an hy- 
docrite : And Simou of whom we ſpake 
fore : though he appeared ſuch a perſon 
hat the Apotile could not regularly re-' 
uſe him, yet his hypocritie was quickly” 
liſcovered: and, what diſcovered it ? but: 
his, that though he profeſſed and affo- 
ated himſelf with the Saints, yet he 

as a firanger to the mortification of 


art-fins : Thy bears is not right with 
C 3 God 


22 The: ſincerity of Profeſſuon, 8c. 
God, Afis 8. 21. — *Tis true, there is a 
great difference among Chriſtians them- 
{elves in their diligence and dexterity a- 
bout heart-work ſome are more con-| 
verſant and ſuccesfull in it than others 
are, but he that takes no heed to his 
heart , he that is not carcful to order it a- 
-right before God, is but a hypocrite, 
Ezek. 33. 31,32. And they come mnt! 
zhee as the people cometh, and ſit before thee 
[_ as my people | and they hear thy words,but 
they will not do them ; for with their mouth 
#bey ſhew much love, but their heart goes 
after their covetouſneſs, Here were a com» 
pany of formal Hypocrites, as is evident 
by that expreſſion + As my People | like 
them but not of them: and what-.made 
them fo ? their out ſide was fair, herewere 
reverent poſtures, high profeſſions, much 
ſeeming joy and delight in Ordinances, 
Thou art to. them as a lovely Song ; yea, 
but for all that, they kept not their hearts 
with God in thoſe Duties, their hearts 
were commanded by their Juſts, they 
went after their covetouſnels 3 had they 
kept their hearts with God , all had bee 
well, but not regarding which way thei 
heart went in duty 3 there lay the coar 0 
their Hypocrifie. 
Objed, It any upright Soul on 
enc: 
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An ObjeFion anſwered. 22 
hence infer, then I am an hypocrite' too, 
for many times my heart departs from 
God in duty: do what I can, yet I cannot 
hold it cloſe with God. 

Sol. To this I anſwer, the very Ob- 
jection .carries in it its own Solution : 
Thou ſayeſt, Do what I can, yet I cannor 
keep my heart with God. Soul, if thou 
doſt what thou canſi thou halt the bleſ- 


beef fing of an upright , though God ſees 
but good ro exerciſe thee under the affliction 
2th} of a diſcompoſed heart. There remains 


ſtill Come wildneſs in the thoughts and 
fancies of the beſt to hungyple them 3; but 
if you find a care before_ to prevent 


ikeſft them, and oppoſition againſt them when 
zdeſfl they come, grief and ſorrow afterwards 3 
ereſl you will find enough to clear you from 
ich} raigning Hypocrific. ( 1.) This fore-care 
es, is ſeen partly in laying up the word in 


thine heart to prevent them, P/al. 119. 11. 
Thy Word have 1hid in mine beart, that 
might not ſin againſt thee : partly in our 
endeavours to engage our hearts to God, 
Fer. 30.21. and partly in begging pre- 
venting grace from God in our on-ſets 
upon duty, Pſzl. 119.36,37- *'tis a good 
ſign where this care goes before a duty. 
And (2.) *tis a ſweet fign of upright- 


nels to oppoſe them in their: firſt riſe, 
& 4 Pſal. 


_” 24 The beauty of the Converſation 

# Pſal. 119.113. T hate vain thoughts,” Gal. 
5.17. The Spirit lufteth againſt the: fleſh. 
And+(3) Thyatfter-grief dif overs thy-up- 
right heartz if with Hezekzab thou art 
humbled for the evils of thy heart » thou 
haſt no realon from theſe diſorders to que- 
ſtion the integrity of it 3 but to ſuffer ſin 
to lodge quictly in' the heart, : to let thy 
heart habitually and uncontrolledly: wan- 
der from God ,/ is a {ad and' dangerous 
ſymprom indeed. 

3. The beauty of our Converſation a- 
riſes from the "heavenly frame, and ho- 
1y order -of i ſpirits 3 there is a ſpiri- 
_ tual lutire and beauty in the Converfſati- 
on of Saints , The Kighteous is more excel- 
lent "than his | Neighbour , they 'thine as 
the lights of the World 3 but: whatever 
luſtre and-beauty-is in' their lives, comes 
from the excellency of their Spirits z- as 
a Candle within puts a luſtre upon the 
Lanthorn in which it ſhines. It is im- 
potſible that a: diſordered and neglected 
heart ſhould ever produce a well ordered 
converſation 3 and 4fince ( as the : Text 
obſerves) the ifſues 'or ſtreams of life 
flow out of .the heart as their Fountain, it 
muſt nceds follow » that ſuch as the heart 
is, the lite will be : hence, 1 Pet. 2. 11,12. 
ay ain from wy lufts —— baving your 
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as the Greek word imports. 
Iſa. 55.7. Let the wicked forſake his way 
and the unrighteous man bis thoughts. 
His way notes the courſe of his life, his 
thoughts: the frame of his heart 3 and 


therefore ſince the way and | courſe of , 


his life flows - from his thoughts , or the 
trame of his heart, both or neither will 
be forſtken: the heart is the womb of 
all actions, theſe ations are virtually and 


Aeminally contained in our thoughts, theſe 


thoughts being once made up into af- 
fetions, are quickly made out into ſuſta- 
ble actions and practices, If 'the heart 
be wicked, then as Chriſt faith, 'Mat#b. 
15. 19. Out 'of the heart proceed © evil 
Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, &c. Mark 
the Brder, firſt, wanton or revengeful. 
thoughts, then unclean or Murderous 
practices. | OE: 6 


And if the heart be holy or ſpiricnal ;. 
then as David ſpeaks from: ſweet experts 


ence, in Pſal. 45. 1. My heart is | 1ndis 


ting] a good matter, T ſpeak of the things 
which | I have made | my tongue is as the © 


penrof a ready writer. Here's life richly 
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beautificd with good works ſome ready... | 


have made; others upon the wheel ma« 
| ; king 


5H 


. made T will ſpeak of the things which Fog: 
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26 : The beauty of the Converſation 
| king.: My heart is inditing, but both pro- 
ceading from the heavenly frame of his 

heart. 

Putbut the heart in frame, and the life 

will quickly diſcover .that it is fo. - I 

think it is not very difficult to diſcern by 

the duties and Converſes of Chriſtians , 

- what frames their ſpirits are under; take 

a Chriſtian in a good frame , and how ſe- 

rious;; heavenly, and profitable will his 

converſes and duties be ! what a lovely 
companion is. he, during the- continu- 
ance 'of it! *Twould do any ones heart 
good to be with him at ſuch a time, Pſal. 

37- 30,31. The month of the righteous 

Jpeaketh Wiſdom, and bis tongue talketh of 

judgment , the Law of his God is in his 

beart, | | 

F - . When the heart is up with God; and 

> =» fullof God, how dexterouſly and inge- 

©. nuouſly willhe windiin ſpiritual diſcourſe, 
improving every occafion and advantage 

© taſome heavenly purpoſe, few words run 
then at the waſte ſpout. 

——_* And whatclſecan be the reaſon z why 

= the diſcourſes and dutys of many Chri- 

= fiians are become ſo frothy and unpro- 
ftirable; their communion both with 

God , and one, another become as a dry 

take, but becauſe their hearts are neg-._ 
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le&ed..- Surely this muſt be the reafon of 
it, and verily it is an evil greatly to. be 
bewailcd, for as by this, Chriſtian fel- 
lowſhip is become a ſapleſs thing ,. fo the 
attracting beauty that was wont to ſhine 
from the Converſations of the Saints up- 
on the Faces and Conſciences - of the 
World ( which if it did not allure and 
bring them in love with the ways of God + 
yet at leaſt left a Teſtimony in their con- 
ſciences of the excellency of thoſe men 
and their way ). this is in a great-meaſure 
loſt, to the unſpeakable detriment of Re- 
ligion. s ; 

Time was, when Chriſtians 'did carry 
it at ſuch'a rate, that the World ſtood - 
at a gazeat them, as that Word, Ft 
I Pet. 4. 4. imports, their life Z«vigor[eus 
and "language was of a diffe- 
rent ſirain, from others, their tongues 
diſcovered them to be Galileans where - 
ever they came 3 but now fince vain ſpe- *' 
culations, and fruitleſs controverlies 
have ſo much obtained , and heart-work, 
practical godlineſs, ſo much neglected 


among Profeſſors , the caſe is ſadly -alter= | 
ed, their diſcourſe is become like other __.} 
Mens ; if they come among you now;they ©: 
may { to allude to that, A. 2.6; )- Hear  _- 


every Man ſpeak in his own language. And "I 
ON | xo truly 
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truly T have little kope to ſee this eEvil-re- 
dreſſed, and the credit of Religion again 
repaired 3 till Chriſtians fall again to their 
old work, till they ply heart-work cloſer : 
when the ſalt of heavenly mindedneſs is 
._ again caſt into the Spring, the ſtreams will 
' run clearer and {weeter. lat C3 
4. The comfort of ſouls doth much de- 
pend-upon the keeping of our hearts, for- 
| he that is negligent in attending his own 
heart ; is (ordinarily ) 'a great ſtranger 
toafſurance, and the ſweet comforts low-- 
ing from it. GE p . 
Indeed, If the Antinomian Dofrine- 
were true , which: teaches you' to reject 
all marks and figns for the trial of - your 
condition, telling you it is only the Spi- 
rit that immediately afſures you b - wit= 
= nefling your adoption directly without 
©. - them, then you might be carcleſs of your 
> hearts, yea, ſtrangersto them, and yet 
no ſtrangers to comfort : ' but fince botly 
Scripture and experience do confute this 
dotage; Thope you will never look for 
comfort in that unfcriptural way. I de- 
ny not but it is the work and office of the 
{-- Spirit to aſſute you , and yet do confi , 
=  dently-affirm,, 'thatif ever you attain af- 
| - ſurance in- the ordinary 'way wherein 


© God dipeats ir; you aſt take pls. 
SOT | with 


dependent upon keeping the heart. 29 | 

with your own hearts, you may expe&t _ 
.your-comforts-upon eafier terms 3-. but I 
am 'miſtaken it ever. you enjoy them 
upon - any .. other : Give all . diligence ; 
prove your ſelves ; this is the Scripture 
way. -I remember Mr. Roberts. in his 
Treatiſe of. the Covenant, tells us, that 
he knewa Chriſtian who .in the: infancy 
of. his Chriſtianity, ſo vehemently pant- 
ed after the infallible aſſurance of Gods 
love, that for a long time together he 
earneſtly delired ſome voice. from Hea- 
ven yea, ſometimes walking in the ſo- 
litary fields 3 earneſtly, defired ſome. Mi- 
raculous Voice from the Trees and Stones 
there 3 this, after many deſires and long- 
ings was denied him:. but in time a better 
was . afforded in the ordinary way of. 
ſearching the Word and his own heart. 
An inſtance of the like nature the Learn- 
ed Gerſon gives us, of one that was dri- 
ven by temptation upon the very bor- 
.ders of deſperation , at laſt being fweetly 
ſetled and affured , one asked him , how 
he attained it? he anſwered, Now ,ex 
ava aliqua revelatione, &c.. Not by any 
extraordinary revelation , but by ſubject» ._ - 
.ing his underſtanding to. the Scriptures, ;, _ ; 
and comparing his own heart with * 3 
them. The Spirit indecd affures by.wit- 


nefling 
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$6 © The joys of Aſſurance © 
nefing our adoption , and he witnefſeth 
twaways. (1) Objedivelyz (4 e.) by 
working thoſe Graces in our Souls which 
are the conditions of the Promiſe, and fo 


the Spirit and his Graces in us are all one 3 |, 


the Spirit of God dwelling in us, is a 
mark of our adoption. Now the Spirit 
cannot. be diſcerned in his eſſence, but 
in his operations 3 and to diſcern theſe is 
to diſcern the ſpirit; and how theſe 
ſhould _ be diſcerned without ſerious 
ſearching and diligent watching of the 
heart, I cannot imagine. (2 ) The other 
way of the ſpirits witneſſing is effective- 
ly, (#.e.) by irradiating - the Soul 
with a Grace diſcovering light , ſhining 
upon his own work; and this in order 
of nature follows the former work : he 
firſt infuſes the Grace, and then opens 
the cyeof the Soul to ſee it. Now {ince 
the heart is the ſubje&t of ' that infuſed 
Grace, even this way of the Spirits witnef- 
ſing alſo includes - the neceſſity of 
keeping carefully our own hearts : for 
.{1) A neglected heart is ſo confuſed and 
. dark that the little grace which is in it is 
not ordinarily diſcernable : the moſt ac- 
curate and laborious Chriſtians, that take 
moſt pains, and ſpend moſt time 'a- 
bout their hearts , do yet find it- very 
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difficult to diſcover the pure and genuine 
workings of the Spirit there , how then 
ſhall the Chriſtian , which is ( compa- 
ratively ) negligent and remiſs about 
heart-work., be ever able to diſcover 
it ? Sincerity which” is the queſitzm | 
the thing ſought for, lies in the heare 
like a ſmall piece of gold in the bottom 
of a_ River, he that will find it muſt 
ſtay till the water be clear and ſetled , 
and then he ſhall ſee it ſparkling at the 
bottomz and that. the heart may be 
clear and fetled , how much pains and 
watching » care and diligence will it 
colt? | 

2. God doth not uſually indulge las 
Zy and negligent ſouls with the com- 
forts of Aſſurance, he will not ſo much as 
ſeem to patronize ſloath and careleſneſs , 
he will give it, but it ſhall be in his own 
way : his command hath united our 
care and comfort together : they , are 
miſtaken that think the beautiful Child 
of Aſſurance may be born withouc 
pangs.: Ah, how many folitary hours, 
have the people of God ſpent in heart- 
examination ? How many times have' 
they. looked into the World, and then 
into their hearts* Sometimes they 
thought they diſcovered fincerity' , and” # 
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— even ready to draw forth the trium- 
phant concluſion of: Aſſurance, then comes 
2 doubt they cannot reſolve, and daſhes 
| all again; many hopes and fears , doubt- 
re ings and reaſonings they have had in their 
«+ - own breaſts, before they arrived at a com- ' 
fortable ſcaſonable ſettlement. 

'To. conclude, ſuppoſe it poſſible for 
a careleſs Chriſtian to attain Aſſurance, yet 
tis impoſſible he ſhould long retain it 3 
for .it is with thoſe whoſe hearts are 
big with the joys of Aſſurance, As with 
a pregnant Woman ſubje& to. miſcar- 
MX; riages 3 if extraordinary care be not uſed, 
bs it is a thouſand to-one if ever ſhe imbrace 
 - a living Child: So'tis here, a little pride, 
vanity , carelefneſs , daſhes all that for 
which thou haſt been labouring a long 
time in many a weary duty. Since then 
the joy of our life, the comfort of our 
ſouls > riſes and falls without diligence 
in this work ; keep your hearts with all 
diligence. 

5- The improvement of our Graces 
depends on the keeping of our hearts 3 
I-never knew Grace thrive in negligent 
- ... and careleſs Souls; the habits and roots of 
- * -grace areplantcd in the heart; and the 
-. - deeper theyare radicated there ,, the more 
wh v3 DI9ns and flouriſhing ( Grace i is-: in Eph. 
We ” 3+'17« 
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root of @ Chriſtian 3, but Chriftis Origo 
origiyans, the originating root : and grace, 
Origa originata, a root originated,  plant- 
ed, anginfluenced by Chriſt, Oe" 
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ſhould count them, they are more in #umb 


than the ſand, and when T awake , I us 
ftill _with thee. | And as the gracious hea 
feeds and nouriſhes them ,. 10 they refreſh. 


is. filled as with Marrow and fatneſt 
T think, upon thee, &c- 
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garded heart, ſwarms of vail and fool tg 
iy 0 , 74 ; P- ' * % ougtts £7 XZ 
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and feaſt the heart, P27.” 63.5.6, MyJo#s , 
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Grace in. the heart is the root of evi ry 2 way. 
acious word in the mouth, and of every* 
oly work in the hand, P/al. 116." 10.) 
2 Cor, 4. 13; *tis true > Chriſt is_the* 
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0 Eypprent on worki my and 
hs nftle- out_thoſe © ſpiritual Tdea's ” an4 
+ thoughts of .God, by which the Sout 
E- dhouldbe refiethed. | 
b__ "Beſides, the carelefs heart allies no- | 7 
thing out of any Duty 'or Oxdinitice ic bf 
performs or* attends on, and” yet" theſe | # 
are the Conduits - of " Heaven from | © 
whence Grace is watred and made fruit- 


ful; a man may go with an heedlefs ſpi- X 
rit from Ordinance:to Ordinance, abide Ill © 


all his days; under the choicelt- "teach- 
i ».and yet [never he improved by P 
; for heart negle&'is a'teak'in the If 3 
oh, no veel influences: how rich Nl ©: 
Fa - abide 41; -char Soul, "Mztth. 13. i " 
"The heart | at lies open and - com- 
the High-way , free for all paf- Fi 
18ers 3 by -when "hs ſeed fell 'on' it, the 
wls came and deyvored ie” Alafs'It HC 


not enough. to- LY ar, unleſs we take ? 
ed how : we hear: a man may pray, and i * f 

ver the berter , : unleſs we watch: unto ill ? 
Prayer. Tn a. Word, all Ordinances, t] 
Mie: i and Duties are bleſſed unto the irm- I © 
Proyer nt of Grace, according £0 "the þ 
Cart ens POmeE "weule in keeping our 
"4 | Laftly he ſtabilicy of aur" Souls h 
"mg hour of equation , Wilt be: much | F 
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heart ag ie, prey to. io jn the, hows 
of his mzin. Batcerics are 


raiſed againſt if that Fart-ro) al the Hearts, - 


if be win, that.,, he wins all, for it com- 
mands Fg wipl, Man. 3 and alaſs », how 
| caſie A cart.» 


| (ripe is a , neglected. 
'tis no moxe ditficu]t ;to ſurprize it,, than 
far,an enemy; tojenter. that, City J 5. W 
Gatcs/ are open and un ed; "tis the 
watchfal heart that diſcovefs 6 ſup- 
prelles the temptation befgre it..come 19 
its ſtrength. Divines obſerye- this to. þ 
the method. in -. which temptations are 
ripened and, brought to theis; full. |. + 
ſirength 3. thete is firli, the $4 Sf 
tation, of the Qbjet, or that. | 
er; it hath to, work upon and, 'p10y0k 
ofir corrupt nature ,. which is cit | 
by the xcal. preſence "of the obx, jp. ſ 
by Specalgtion, when the object (though 
abſent.) is hetd out by the phantfaſy * 
the ſoul. (2) Then, follows the-......- 
motion. of the- ſenſitive SPY opus, 
which is ſtirred and rovoked S 
the phantaſys. £409 cnting,1 pad le enſue 
good ,/ as having. profit or pl 
fore io. it- 63) "the »_s fines 
90G n-. the . min bas 
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bout _ it, deliberating "about the Iike- 
'— - left means of accompliſhing 
Algnoiss 'It.” (4) Next follows the 
**Election or choice of the Will. 
Bovayue '('5) And lafily, The deſire 
of full engagement” of the 
Will to' it 3 all this may 'be done in a 
few moments , for the debates of the 
Soul are quick , and ſoon ended ; when 
it comes thus far, then the heart is'won, 
Satan hath entred- vidtorionlly,, and 'dif- 
played his Colours upon the Walls of 
that Royal Fort ; But had the heart 
been well guarded at firſt, it had never 
Ce to. this Height; the temptation had 
been ſtopt in the firſt or ſecond' at 3 and 
indeed there it's fiopt cally; for it is in 
the motions of a tempted Soul to Sin; 
as in the motion ofa ſtone falling from the Þþ 
brow of''an hill, it is cafily ſtopt at 
firſt, but'when once it is ſet agoing Vire: 
aequirit eundo:; and therefore its the 
greateſt 'Wiſdom in the World to ob- 
ſerve the firſt motions of the 'Heart , to 
check and ſtop-fin there : the motions 
of- ſin are weakeſt .at firſt; a little care 
and watchfulneſs may ' prevent much 
miſchief now , which the careleſs heart 
not heeding, is brought within the power 
of temptation 3' as the © Syrians | were 
F brought | 


.. obtain'd by keeping the heart. 37 
brought. blindfold into the midſt of $4> 
maria, before they knew where they 
WEeTree 4 

By this time Reader, I hope thou art 
fully ſatisfied how conſequential and ne- 
ceſſary a work the keeping of the heart is, 
it being a duty that wraps up ſo many dear 
cert of the Soul in it.' * 

3. Next, According to the method 
propounded, I proceed to point out thoſe 
ſpecial Seafons in the life of a Chriſtian , 
which require and call for our utmoſt dili- 
gence in keeping the heart : for though 
( as was obſerved before ) the Duty bind, 
ad ſemper, and there be no time or condi- 
tion of. life in which we may be excuſed 
from this work3 yet there are ſome 
ſignal ſeaſons, Critical hours, requiring 
| _ than a common vigilance over the 

cart, 


. And the firſt, 

I; Seaſon, Ir the time of Proſperity , 
wheh Providence ſmiles upon us, and dan- 
dles us upon her knee. Now Chriſtian , 
keep thy heart with all diligence, for now 
"twill be exceeding apt to grow ſecure , 
broud and earthly, Rara virtus eſt hu- 
militas honorata (ſaith Bernard ) to ſee 
a man humble undsr Proſperity, is one 
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28 How the Heart is kept from Pride. 
of _ube greateſt rarities in the World. E. 
ven a good Herekiah could not bide a 
2ain-glorious temper under this temptation, 
and hence that Caution to Wracl, Dent. 6, 

' 13,11, 12. (And it ſhall be when ihe 
Lord thy God ſhall have brought thee intq 
the Land which 5s ſware to thy Fathers, 
to. Abraham , Iſaac, and Jacob, to give 
thee great and goodly Cities which thou 
buildedſt aot, and houſes full of all good 
things which thou filled|t not , &&c. Then 
beware leſt thou forget the Lord: and indeed 
ſo it fell out, for Jeruſalem waxed fat and 
kicked, Deut. 32. 15. 

Now then the firſt caſe will be this, 91z. 

1, Caſe. How a Chriſtian may keep hit 
beart from Pride and carnal ſecurity under 
the ſmiles of providence , and confluence of 
Creature Comforts ? | 

There are ſeyen choice helps to fecure 
the heart from the dangerous ſnares cf 
proſperity, the firſt is this. * 

I. To confider the dangerous inſuaring 
temptations attending a pleaſant and pro- 
Sperows condition : few, yea very few of thoſe 
that live in the pleaſures and Proſperity of 
{his world, eſcape everlaſting perdition, Mat. 
T9. 24. tis eaſier ( faith Chriſt ) for a Ca- 
mel to paſs through the eye of a needle, than | 
Fr a rich mgn to. enter into the Kingdom of | 
E . | Heaven, 


dues Ce oe 


Forge.” 
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Heaven , 1 Cor. 1. 26. not many mighty, 
not many noble are called. It might jufily 


make us tremble, when the Scripture tells 


us in general , that few ſhall be ſaved; 
much more when it tells us, that of chat 
zank and fort of which we are, but few 
ſhall be ſaved. - When Joſpuab called all 
the Tribes of Iſrael to lot upon them for 
the diſcovery of Achan , doubtleſs Achan 
feared 3 when the Tribe of Judah was ta- 
ken, his fear encreafed 3; but when the 
family of the Zarhites was taken, It was 
time then.to tremble. So when the Scrip- 
ture comes ſo near as to tell us that of 
{uch a ſort of Men very few ſhall eſcape, 
*tis time to lock about ; miror fi poteſt ſer= 
vari aliquis reorum (aith Chriſoſtome , I 
ſhould wonder if any of the Rulers be 
ſaved. O how many have Coached to 
Hell in the Chariots of earthly pleaſure , 
while others have been whipt to Heaven 
by the rod of aflition ? How tew » like 
the daughter of Tyre, come to Chritk 
with a gift ! How few among the rich in- 
treat his favour. 

2. It may yet keep Hs mare bumble and 
watchful in proſperity , if we conſider that 
among Chriſtians many have been much the 
worſe for it , How good had it bcen for 
ſome of them if they had* neyer known 

BW & proſ- 
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proſperity : when. they were in a low con- 
dition, how humble , ſpiritual and hea- | 
venly were they; but when advanced , 
what an apparent alteration hath+been 
upon their ſpirits; 'twas fo with: Iſrael 
when they were ina low condition in 
the Wilderneſs; then 1ſrae! was, 'FHe- 
lineſs to the Lord, Fer. 2. 23. but 
when they came into Canaan, and were 
fed in a fat Paſture , then, We are Lords, 
we will come no more unto thee , Verſe 31, 
outward gains are ordinarily attended 


-With inward loſſes, as in a low conditi- 


on 3 their civil imployments were wont 


' to haye a tang and favour of their duties, 


{0 in an exalted condition , their duties 
commonly have a tang of the World. 
He indeed is rich in Grace, whoſe Graces 
are not hindred by his riches ,' there 
are but few Fehoſaphats in the World, of 
whom it is ſaid, 2 Chron. 17.5, 6. He bad 
filver and gold i in abundance, and his heart 
was lifted up in the way of Gods Commands. 
Will net this keep thy heart humble in 
proſperity, to think how dear many godly 
men. have paid. for "their riches, that 
through them they have Joſt that which 
all the World cannot purchaſe : Then 1n 
the next place. £2 
Y 3, Keep down oy vain | heart by this | 
| . - Con- 


Conſideration. ' That God values no mani 8 


jot the more for theſe thingr. God values 


no man by outward excellencies ,' but by 
inward Graces, they are 'the internal or- 
naments of the Spirit, which are of great 
price in Gods eyes, 2 Pet. 344. hedeſpi- 
ſes all worldly glory ,' and accepts no 
mans perſon , but in every Nation, he that 
feareth God , and worketh righteouſneſs, is 
accepted of him, As 103. 5. Indecd,if the 
Judgement of God went by the ſame rule 
that mans doth, we might value our ſelves 
by theſe things, and ſtand upon them : 
but as one ſaid ( when dying), I ſhall not 
appear before God as a Doctor, but as a 
Man 3 tentus qujſque eſt, quantus eft apud 
Dewum. So much- every'man is, and no 
more, as he is in the Judgment of God: 
Doth.thy heart yet ſwell? and will nc+- 


* therof the former conſiderations keep it 


humble. _ | 

4. Then fourthly , Conſider how #:t- 
terly many perſons bave bewailed their folly 
when they came to die , that ever they ſet 
their hearts upon theſe things, and heartily 
with that they had never known them. What 
a ſad ftory was that of Pius Quintus, who 
dying,. cried out deſpairingly, when I 
was in a low condition, I had ſome hopes 
of Salvation, but when. I was advanced 
MT Hrs , ph” 
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-,tobea Cardinal, I greatly doubted it, but 
© fince I came to the Popedom, I have no 
hope at all. Mr. Spexcer alfo tells us a real, 
but fad ſtory of a rich. opprefior, who 
had ſcraped up a great Eſtate for his only 
Son 3 When he came to die, he called 
his Son to him, and ſaid, Son, do you 
indecd love me? the Son anſwered, that 
Nature, belides. his paternal Indulgence, 
obliged him to that 3 then ſaid the Father, 
expreſs it by this, hold thy finger in the 
Candle as long as I am faying a Pater- 
Nofterz . the Son attempted, but could not 
endure itz - upon that the Father brake 
out into theſe expreſſions, Thou canſi 
pot ſuffer the burning of thy Finger fox 
me , but to get this wealth » I have ha- 
zarded my Soul for thee, and mult burn 
Body and - Soul in - Hell for thy fake , 
thy pains would have been but for a mo- 
ment, but mine will be unquenchable 
fire, 

5. The heart may be kept humble by 
conſidering of what a clogging nature 
; earthly things are to a ſoul heartily enga- 
ged in the way to Heaven , they ſhut out 
much of heaven from us at preſent, though 
they may not ſhut us out of Heaven at 
laſt. If thoucontider thy felt under the 
notion of 2 ſiranger in this World, travel- 
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ing ' for Heaven, and ſeeking a "better 
Countrey, thou haft then as much reaſon 
to be taken and delighted with theſe 
things, as a weary Horſe hath with a hea- 
vy Cloak-bag ; there was a ſerious truth 
in that Atheiſtjcal ſcoff of Julian , when 
he took away the Chriſtians Eſtates and 
told them it was to make them fitter top 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

6. Is thy Spirit for all this flatulent 
and lofty, then urge upon it- the conſt 
deration of that awful day of reckoning , 
wherein according to our receipts of Mercies 
ſhall be our accounts for z4hem : And me- 
thinks this ſhould awe and humble the 
vaineſt heart that ever was in the breaſt 
of a Saint. Know for a certain, that the 
Lord records all the Mercies that ever he 
gave thee, from the beginning to the 
end of thy life, Micah 6. 5. Remember 
O my people, from Shittim unto Gilgal, &c, - ' 
Yea, they are exattly numbred, and re- 
corded, in order to an account 3 and thy 
account will be ſuitable, Luke 12. 4$- To 
whomſoever much is given , of him much 
ſpall be required. You are but Stewards, 
and your Lord will come to take ar ac- 
count of you ; and what a great account 


have you to make who have much ob -- 


this World in your hands 3 and what (wife. 
By. Ts wit- 
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© witneſſes will your enemies be againſt you, 
if this be the heſt fryit of them? 

7. It is a very humbling conſideration, 
that . the mercies -of, God ſhould work 0- 
#herwiſe upon my ſpirit then they uſe to do 
&pou the ſpirits of others , to whom they 
come as ſanilified mercies from the love of 
God. Ah Lord ! What a ſad conljdera- 
tion is this? enough to lay me in the 
duſt: When T conlider ( 1) that their 
mercles have greatly humbled them-3 the 
higher God hath raiſed them , the Jower 
they | have laid themſelves before God. 
Thus did Facob when God had given 
him much ſubſtance, Gen. 32.5, 10. And 
Jacob ſaid, I am not worthy of the- leaſt of 
ll thy mercties, and all the truth which thou 
haſt ſhewed thy ſervant ;, for with my ſtaff, I 
paſſed over this Jordan, and now am. be- 
come two Bands, And thus it was with 
holy David, 2 Sam. 7.18. When God 
had confirmed the Promiſe to him » to 
build him an honſe, and not reject him 
. She did Saul, he goes in before the Lord 
and faith, Who am I, and what is my Fa- 
thers bouſe , that thou haſt brought me hi- 
"cherto? and ſo indeed God required , 
Dezt..26.5. when Iſrael was to bring to 
 Godthe firli fruits of Canaan, they were 
-””* tp lay, A Syrian ready to periſh was my Fa- 
2 EE ther 


ther, &c. Do others raiſe God the higher” * * 
for taifing- them? and the -more' God 4 
raiſes tte, the 'more (ſhall T abuſe him 
and' exalt my felf ? O--what a fad thing 
is this! *( 2.) Others have. freely akcribed 7 
the glory of all' their enjoyments to God "4 
and'magnified not themſelves, but: him; be. 
for their mercies :. So David, 2 Sam., 26; 
26. Let thy name be magnified, and 'the 
houſe of thy ſervant be eftabliſhed. - He doth 
not fly upon the mercy, and ſuck out the 8. 
ſweetnels of it , looking no farther, than +} 
his' own'comfort 3 no, he cares for no * 
mercy®except God be magnihed:; in. it. : 
So Pſal: 18; 2.) when God had delivered 
him from all his enemies, ' the Lord ( faith 
he). 24 my ftrength and my rock,, he. is be- 
come my Salvation. ' ' They did not put 
the Crown upon their own heads as L doz 
(3) The mercics of God have been melt- 
ing mercies unto others, melcing their 
Souls in love to the God of their mercies. 
So Hannah, 1 Sam. /2. 1: when ſhe recet> 
ved the mercy of 'a Son, my: Soul ( faith 
ſhe ) rejoyceth inthe Lord; not. inthe 
mercy, but in the God of the mercy: 
And ſo Mary. Lake: 1. 46. My ſoul doth 
mapnifie the Lord, my Spirit rejoyceth in 
God: my Saviour, 'the word fignitics t9 
makemore room for God: Their hearts 
| were. 


437, 141; 
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farged to G6d : ( 4) the; Mercics'of God 
have been mighty - reftraints to keep 
others from fins -. So) Ezrahb 9.13. Seeing 
thow our. God haft given us ſuch a 'delive- 
tance as this, ſhould we again break thy 
Commandments ? Ingcnious.” Souls chaye 
felt the force of the obligations of Love, 
and Mercy upon them: (5 }) to conclude, 
the Mercies of God to others have been 
as Oyl to the wheel of: their obedience, 
and make them fitter for ſervice, 2 Chrox, 
17.5- Now it Metcics work contrarily 
tipon niy heart'; what cauſe have:I. to 
be afraid .that they come not :to me in 
fove ? Itell you this:is enonph to damp 
the Spirit of any Saint, to ſee what ſweet 
' effes they have had on others, and what 
fad eftets on him: Ear; 

2. Seaſon: The ſecond ſpecial Seaſon ' 
in the life of a Chriſtian requiring 
More than_ common diligence 20: keep bis 
heart, is the time of Adverlity 3 when 

EF,» Providence frowns 'wpon you, and blaſts 
your' outward comforts, then | look, to 
| your bearts, keep them with all di- 
ligence from repining | againſt God. , 
of fainting under bis band : © for trou- 
Bles ; though : ſantlified , are  troy- 
vler ftill ; \' even ſweet-Briar , and. Ho- 
nt, ty 
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ly-Thiftle have | their pricktes. © Jonah - | ©? 
was a govd Man, aid yet how pettiſ D 
ras his heart under affliidion ? Job was 
the mirrour of Patience', yes how was 
bir heart diſcompoſed by trouble 2: you will 
find it bard to get @ compoſed Spirit un- 
der great affliciions, as it is + to fix 
| Dreick-ſilver : Oh the hurries and 'tw- | 
mult whieh they occaſion even in the beſt 1 
hearts | well then, the ſecond Caſe will be © + 
this, | 4124. ok 
2. Caſe: How a Chriſtian under great 
affiictions may keep his heart 'from yepining 
or deſponding nnder the hand of God 2 Now 
there are nine ſpecial helps I ſhall hereof 
fer, to keep thy heart in this/ condition; 
and the firſt ſhall be this, to: work upon 
your hearts this great truth, + 108 
I. That by theſe croſs Providences ,” Gott 
is faithfully purſuing the great deſign of 6 
telling Love upon the fouls of his People , 
and orders all theſe affliflions as means 
ſantiified to that end, Oe 
AfiQions fall not out by Caſualty; but 
by Cornſel. Fob 5.6, Eph. 1.11: by this, 
Counſel of God they are ordained as 
means of ſuch ſpiritual good to Saints, 
Iſa. 27. g. By this ſhall the iniquity of Ja- 
cob be purged. 3c. Heb. 12.10. But be for 
our profit, 8c, Rom.'8, 28, | All things work 
SE together « 
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pride and carnal ſecurity of them and be- 
10g ſo, their,nature is changed 3. they are 
turned: into+bleflings. and benefits, Pſal. 
-119-71-. It is good for me that T have been 
afficed. Ani toes then, thou haſt no rea- 
ſon to quarrel. with, but rather to ,ad- 
-mire- that God ſhould: conceta himſelt 
lo much in thy good, to uſe any means 
for the accomplithing of it, Phil. 3. 11. 
Par} could blefs God if by any means he 
-might attain" the-Reſurrefion of the dead , 
any brethren, (.ſaith.Fames ) comnt it all joy 
when you fall into. temptations , 1 Jam. 
:2+ 3+ My Father is about a deſign of Love 
upon my foul,; and do I well to be angry 
with him? all-'that he does is in pur- 
fuance of, and reference to ſome e- 
.ternal glorious .cnds. upon, my Soul. O 
*tis:, my ignerange of Gods, deſign, that 
makes me quartel with him ! he faith to 
thee in this caſe, as to Peter., What I dv 
thou knoweſt dt now, but hereafter thou 
ſhalt know it; $6. Ee - { 
':2 2+-, Help. Though God bath reſerved 10 
himſelf 8 liberty of afflifting bis people, yet 
bt hath tyed up his own hands by Promiſe , 
Hever t0 take. away his loving kindneſs from 
them. Canil look that Scripture, in the 


face with a repining diſcontented Spirit, | 
2 Sam. 7.14. Twill be his Father, and 
be ſhall be my Son; if be commit iniquity, T 
will chaſten him with the rod of Men: 
Nevertheleſs my Mercy ſhall uot depart away 
from him. O my heart, my haughty heart 
doſt thou well to be diſcontented , 'when 
God hath given thee the whole Tree, with 
all thecluſters of comfort growing on it 3 
becauſe he ſuffers the wind to blow down 
a few leaves? Chriſtians have two ſorts 
of goods , the goods of the'Throne , and 
the goods of the footſtool z moveables 
and immoveables3 if God have ſecured 
theſe, never let thy heart be troubled at 
the loſs of thoſe: indeed, if he had cut' 
off his love, or diſcovenanted my foul, I 
had reaſon to be caſt down 3 but this he 
hathnot, he cannot do: 


3: Help. It is of marvellous efficacy to 
keep the heart from ſinking under af- _ 
flicion to cal] to mind; that thine own fa-- 
ther bath the ordering of th?m: not a crea» 
ture moves hand or tongue againſt thee , 
but by his permiſſion. Suppoſe the cup 
be a bitter cup, yet *tis the cup which thy 
Father hath given thee to drink, and 
canſt thou ſuſpe& poiſon to be in that 
cup which he deliyers thee ? fooliſh many 
E * put” »*, 
n 


net'$0 7he Heart kept from. deſponding 
bh put- home. the caſe to thine own' heart , 
cpſult with thine own bowels; canſi 
thou find in thy heart to give thy Child 
that which would hurt and undo him? 
no, thou wouldſt as ſoon hurt thy felt as 
him If thou then being evil, knoweſt how 
#0 give good gifts to thy Children,how much 
more doth God, Mat. 7. 11. the very 
conſideration of his nature, a God of love, 
pity, and tender mercies, or of his rela- 
tion to thee, as a father, husband, friend 
might be ſecurity enough , if he had not 
ſpoken a word to quiet-thee in this caſe : 
and yet you have his word too, Fer. 25. 6, 
T will do you no burt, You lie too near 
his heart to hurt you, nothing grieves him 
more than your groundleſs and unworthy 
ſuſpitions of his deſigns do 3 would it not 
' grieve a faithful tender-hearted Phyſlitian , 
when he hath ſtudied the caſe of his Pa- 
tient, prepared the moſt excellent Re- 
ceipts to ſaye his life, to hear him cry out ; 
Oh he hath undone me, he hath-poiſoned 
me 3 becauſe it gripes and pains him in the 
operation ? Oh when will you be ingenu- 
Ous | 
.4., Help. God reſpefis you as much in a 
low, as in a high condition, and therefore 
it need not ſo much trouble you to be' made 
. op 5 nay, to ſpeak home , he manifeſts 
p 1 "5 k i more 
t > /Þ$ ; 
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more of his love, grace and 'tendernels, in" 
the time of affliction than proſperity : as* 
God did not at firſt chuſe you becauſe you' 
were high, ſo he will not forſake you be- 
cauſe you are low : Men may look ſhie 
upon you , and alter their-reſpe&ts as your, 
condition is altered : When Providence , 
hath blaſted your eſtates, your Sutnmer* 
friends may grow ſtrange , as fearing you 
may be troubleſome to them, but will 
God do ſo; No, no, T1 will ever leave 
thee nor forſake thee”, Heb. 13.5. indeed* 
if adverlity and poverty could bar you 
from acceſs to God, it were a ſad conditi-- 
on but you may go to: God as freely 
as ever. My God, ( ſaith the Church ) will 
hear me, Micah 7. Poor David, when 
ſiript out of all earthly comforts , could 
yet encourage hiniſelf in the Lord his 
God, and, why cannot you ? Suppoſe 
your Husband or Child had loſt all at Seca, 
and ſhould come to you in raggs» Could' 
you deny the relation, or refuſe to enter- ' 
tain him? If you would not', much leſs” 
will God : Why then are youſo troubled? 
though your condition be changed, your 
T__—_ love and creſpes are not chan«" 
ped. ay 2s 
* 5, Help.: And what if by the loſs of ontyy, | 
ward comforts, God will pteſeruz your ſouls ; © a 
Fre SH 2 ', from «4 
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\ from the raining power of temptation « ſure 
#heu , you have little cauſe to ſink your 
hearts, by ſuch ſad thoughts about them, 
Are not theſe earthly enjoyments , the 
things that make men ſhrink and warp in | 
times of tryal ; for the loye of theſe many 
have forſaken Chriſt in ſuch an hour, 

' Matth, 19.22. He went away ſorrowful , 
for he had great poſſeſſions ; and if this be 
Gods delign 3 what have I done in quar- 
relling with him about it. We ſee Mar- 
riners in a ſtorm , can throw over-board 
rich Bayls of filk, and precious things, to 
preſerye the Veſſel and their lives with it, 
and every one faith , they a& prudent- 
ly; know *tis uſual for Soldiets in a 
City belieged , to batter down or burn 
the faireſt buildings without the Walls in 
which the enemy may ſhelter in the Siege, 
and no man doubts but'tis wiſely done : 
ſuch as have gangrened legs or arnis , can 
willingly firetch them out to be <cut 
off, and notonly thank, but pay the Chi- 
Turgion for his pains3 and muſt God on- 
ly be repined at? for cafting over what 
would fink them in a ſtorm? tor pulling 
down that which would advantage your 
enemy in the Siege of temptation ?* for 
cutting Off what would endanger your 

Feclalting life? Oh incogliderate, in- 

"7 grateful 
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orateful Man ! are not theſe things for . 
yhich thou grieveſt', the very things that 
have ruined thouſands of ſouls? Well, 
what Chriſt doth in this , thou knoweſt 
not now, but hereafter thou maiſt. 

6. Help. It would much ſtay the heart 
nder adverlity, to confider That God by 
uch bumbling providences , may be accom- 
liſhing that for which you have long prayed, . 
and waited: And ſhould you be troubled 
at that : ſay Chriſtian» haſt thou not ma- 
y Prayers depending before God upon 
uch accounts as theſe 3 that he would 
keep thee from fin 3 diſcover to thee the 
emptineſs and inſufficiency of the Crea- 
ure ? That he would kill and mortifie 
hy luſis , that thy heart may never find 
et in any enjoyment but Chrift ? Why 
ow, by ſuch humbling and impove- 
iſhing cirokes , God may be fulfilling thy 
defire : Wouldſi thou. be kept from fin ? 
lo, be hath bedged up thy way with thorns : 

ouldſi thou ſee the Creatures vanity : 
hy affliction is a fair glaſs to diſcover it 3 
or the vanity of the creature is never fo 
ffecually and ſenſibly diſcovered » as in 
our own experience of it; wouldſi thou 
ave thy  corruptions mortified ? this is 
he way: Now God takes away the food 
and fewel that maintained them 3 for as 
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+ proſperity begat, and-fed them, fo adver- 
' ſity, when ſanCtified,” is a means to kill 
. them. Wouldſ thou have thy heart tof, 
reſt no where but in the boſom of God? |}; 
What better way canſi thou imagine pro- 
vidence ſhould . take to accompliſh thy 
deſize, * than” by ' pulling from under thy rig 
| head, that ſoft Pilow of Creature-delights cg, 
on- which thou reſtedſt before ?- and yetco 
thoy fret at this, peeviſh Child, how dot Bn, 
thou exerciſe thy Fathers Patience ! if he; 
delay-to anſwer thy Prayers, thou art rca- ya 
' dy to ſay he regards thee not it he. do ſg, 
that which really anſwers the ſcope and I; 
main end: of them, 'but not in the way ff 1 
thou expeQed(,thou quarrelledit with him Bg,z 
for that; as jf in ſtead of anſwering , he; 
werecrofling all thy hopes and aims : Is qi 
this ingenuous ? Is it not. enough that J qjt 
God is ſo gracious to do what thou deli- ex, 
reſt, but thou muſt be ſo impudent to cx- ref 
pect he ſhould do it in the way which thou || th, 
preſcribeſt ? W 

. 7. Help. Again, it may ſlay thy heart, 
it thou x 551th That in thee rhe: n "_ 
God is about that work, , which if thou did} } (1 
;- fee the deſign of , thy Soul would: rejoyce. | @. 
We poor Crcatures are bemified -with || yy] 
much ignorance, and are not able to dif- 
* 550 how particular Providences' work 
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r- Irowards Gods: end 3 and therefore like - 
J1raet in the Wilderneſs, are often niur- - 
muring becauſeProvidence leads us about 
' gin a howling Defart, where we are .expo- 
ſed to firaits; though yet, then he 
led them, and is now leading, us , by the 
right way , to a City of habitations : if you 
could but 'fee how God in. his: ſecret 
Counſel hath exattly laid the whole plot 
and deſign of thy Salvation 5 even to 
the ſmalleſt means and circumſtances, this 
4 Fway, and by theſe means 3 ſuch, a one 
 Fſhall be ſaved; ar by no other 3 ſuch a 
number of_afflitions I appoint for this 
man; at this time, and in this order they, 
ſhall befall him, thus, and thus they 
ſhall work for him 3 could you J ſay, but 
diſcern the admirable harmony of divine 
diſpenſations, their mutual relations to. 
each' other 3 together with the | general 
reſpe& and influence they all have- into. 
the laſt end; of all the conditions in the 
World, yoa would chuſfe that you are. 
now in 3 ' had you liberty” to make your, 
'Jown choice. Providence is like a. curi- 
ous piece of Arras, made up of a thou- 
© | fand ſhreds: which ſingle we know not 
what to make of but put together and 
ſtitcht up orderly > they repreſent a .bcaus. 
tifal hiftory to the Mm : as God i 
pee Be IT 4 | al 
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-.all things according to the Counſel of his 
- own Will: So that counſel of God hath 
ordained this, as the beſt way to bring a- 
bout thy Salvation: Such a one hath a 
proud heart, ſo many humbling Providen- 
ces I appoint for him , ſuch an one an 
earthly heart; ſo- many impoveriſhing 
providences for him: Did you but ſee this, 
I need ſay no. more to ſupport the moſt 
dejeqed heart. | 

S. Help. Farther, it would much. con- 
duce to the ſettlement of your hearts to 
conſider, that by fretting and diſcontent you 
do your ſelves more injury than all the affii- 
ions you lie under could do, Your own 
diſcontent is that which arms your trou- 
bles with a-fting, ?tis you that make your 
burthen heavy, . by ſtrugling. under it; 
could you but.lie quiet under the hand of 
God, your condition would be much eaſi- 
er and ſweeter than it is : impatiens egrotus 
erudelem facitMedicum. This makes God 
lay on more ſtrokes, as a Father will upon 
aſtubborn Child that receives not correRi- 
ON. | | 
- * Beſides, it unfits the Soul. to pray over 
its troubles, or take in the, ſenſe of that 
good which God intends by them ,  affli- 
Ction is a pill, which being wrapt up in 
patience, and quiet ſubmiſſion , may be 
"= eaſily | 
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eaſily ſwallowed 3 but diſcontent chews 


the pill, and ſoimbitters the Soul 3 God 


throws away ſome comfort which he ſaw 
would hurt you, and you will throw away 
your peace after itz he ſhoots an Arrow 
which ſticks in your cloaths, and was ne- 
ver intended to hurt, but only to fright 
you from fin : and you will thruſt it on- 
ward to the piercing of your. very hearts, 
by deſpondency and diſcontent. 

9. Help. Laſily, if all this will not do, 


| butthy heart, (like Rachel ) ſtill refuſes to 


be comforted or quieted , then confider 
one thing more 3 which it ſeriouſly pon- 
dered, will doubtleſs do the work 3 and 
that is this: Compare the condition thou 
art now in (and art ſo much diſſatisfied with) 
with that condition others are,and thy ſelf de- 
ſerveſt to be in : others are roaring in flames, 
howling under the ſcourge of vengeance, 
and amongſt them I deſerve to be. Oh 
my Soul! is this hell? is my condition 
as bad as the damned'? O what would 
thouſands now in hell, give to change 
conditions with' me? it is a famous 'in- 
ſtance which -Doctor Taylor. gives us of 
the Duke of Conde, I have read 
(faith he) that when the' Duke patty 
of Conde had entred voluntarily -* 
into. the incommodities of a Religious po- 
45 : vertys. | 


» 1 q 
nals 4 % __ 
$855 Xt 3.” 55Y 


Oats CEE 
* Pc ett ds 
L Le, 1-4 $<IE IH 5 
» | 3 | 
» I 
; >) 


2554 "vu 


WE + ter adverſity. 


SEL 


How to rt the Bear 


poverty, he was one day eſpied- and: pit- 
tied by a Lord of 1:aly, who out of ten-. 
' dernels wiſhed him to be more. careful 
and nutritive of his perſon : -the-good 
Duke anſwered, Sir, be; not- troubled 
and think not that IT am ill provided of 
convenjencies: for I ſend an Harbinger 
before me, who makes ready my lodgings, 
"and takes care that I be royally entertain- 
ed. The Lord. asked him who was his 
Harbinger ? He anſwered , the knowledg 
of my ſelf, and the confidcration of what 
I deferve for my fins which: is eternal 
torments 3 'and when with this knowledge 
I arrive at my lodging, how unprovided 
ſocver] find it methinks it is ever: bet- 
ter than I deſerve. IWhy doth the living 
Man . complaiz ? and thus the heart may 
be kept from felpontng or repining un» 


3. Seaf. The third Seaſon cal ling firs more 
than ordinary diligence 20 keep the heart-in 
' the time of Sions troubles ; when the Church, 
like the Ship” in which Chriſt and bis Diſc 
ciples were, is oppreſſed and ready to” pe- 
rifh in the waves of perſecution , thex good 
Souls are ready to ſink, and be Shipwrackt 


- #50" upon the billows of their own fear. [ 


th moſt Mey. rather need the ſpurs - 
| oy | 


dts andrea 3 3 


than the Reins in this caſe , and. yet ſome 
ft down as overweighed with the ſenſe of 
the Churches troubles ," the loſs of the 


Ark coft old Eli his life, the ſad poſture 


Jeruſalem lay in, made good Nehemi- 
ahs countenance change in the midſt of all 
the pleaſures and accommodations of the 
Court, Neh. 2.2. ah this goes cloſe to bu 
heartr. + : WE” 

But though God allow , yea' , cons 


_ mand the moſt awakened apprehenſious of 


theſe Calamities , and in ſuch a day call 
to mourning and weeping , girding with 


ſack-cloth, Ifa. 22.12. and ſeverely threat- 
'ens the inſenſible, Amos 6.1. yet it will 


not pleaſe bim to ſee you ſit like penſivs 
Elijah under the Juniper tree, 1 King, 
I9. 4. Ah Lord God! it is enough , 
take away my lite alſo; jy, mourners in 
Sion you may, and ought to be., but ſelf< 
tormentors you muſt not be : complain to' 
God you may , but to complain of Ood- 
( though but by an unſuitable carriage and 
the language of your aftions ) you muſt 
Hts ; 3-8 


3. Caſe. The third caſe that' comes 


.next to be ſpoken to is this, How publick/ 


aud tender hearts may he relieved and ſups b. 
ported when they are even over weighed with | | 
& 


under Sions troubles. 5g © 
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the _burdgnſome ſenſe of Sions troubles. I 
grant, it is. hard for bim that preferreth 
Sion to his chief (joy, to keep bis beart 
that it fink not below the due ſenſe of its 
troubles; and yet this ought and might be 
done by the wſe of ſuch heart-eſtabliſhing 
direfions as theſe. 

Direc. 1. Settle: this great truth in 
your hearts, that no trouble befalls Sion, but 
by the permiſſion of Sions God; and be per- 


mits uothing out of which he will not bring 


much good at laſt to his people. 

*There is as truly a principle of qui- 
etneſ(s in the permitting as in. the com- 
manding will of God. See it in David, 
2 Sam. 16. 10. Let bim alone, it may be 
God bath bidden him: and in Chriſt, 
Fobn 19.11. Thou couldſft have no power 


againſt me except it were given thee from 


above , it ſhould much calm our ſpirits, 


that-it is the will of God to ſuffer it 3 and 
had not he ſuffered it, it could never have 
been as it is. 

This very conſideration quieted Fob , 
Eli, David, and Hezekiah, that the Lord 
did it, was enough tb them: and why 
ſhould it not beſo tous? if the Lord will 
have'Szoz ploughcd as a field , and her 
goodly ſtones lie in the duſt 3 if it be his 
pleaſure that Anticbri ſhall rage long- 

; cr, 
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er , and wear out the Saints of the moſt 
high : if it be his will that a day of trou- 
ble and of treading down, and of perplex- 
ity by the Lord God of Hoſts ſhall be 
upon the valley of Vifion., that the wick- 
cd ſhall devour the man that is more righ- 
teous than he, what are we that we ſhould . 
conteſt with God ? itt it is that we ſhould 
be religned up to that will whence we: 
proceeded 3 and he that made us ſhould 
diſpoſe of us as he pleafeth : he may do 
what ſeemeth him good without our con- 
ſent : doth poor man ſtand upon equal 
ground , that he ſhould capitulate with 
his Creator , or that, God ſhould render 
him an account of any of his matters ? 
it's every way as reaſonable we be content 
however God diſpoſe of us, as that we' 
be obedient to whatſoever he: commands 
us. b" 4 
But then , if we purſue this argument 
further, by conſidering that Gods per- 
miſhons do all meet at laſt in the real 
good of his people, this will much morg 
quiet our ſpiritss Do the Enemies carry 
away the good Figs, even the beſt a- 
mong the people into Captivity.z this 
Jooks' like a fad Providence : but yet, 
God ſends them thither- for their good , 
Fer. 24-5. doth God take the Afyrian as a 
(4 £43} : ſtaff 
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fizffin his hand to beat his People with ? 


' thoſe: blows are ſmart , and make them 


cry 3 but theend of his ſo doing is, that he 
may accompliſh his whole work, upon Mount 
Sion, 1ſa. 10.12: If God can bring much 
good out of the worſt and greateſt evil of 


.fin 3 much more out of temporal affliti- 


ons, and it is as evident that he will, as 
that he can do ſo. For it is inconfiftent 
with the wiſdom of a common Agent 3 to 
permit any. thing ( which he might pre- 
ventif he pleaſed) to croſs his great de- 
fignandend; and can it be imagined that 
the moſt wiſe God ſhould doo. | 

Well then, as Luther told MelauG@hon , 
definat Philippus eſſe reftor mundi : ſo ſay 
Ito-you, let infinite wiſdom, power, and 
love alone; for by theſe all Creatures are 
ſwayed: and aQtions guided, in reference 
to the Church. -It is none of our work to 
rule the World , but to ſubmit to him 
that doth, #0# ceco impetu voluuntur rote, 
the motions of Providence are all judici- 
ous ,. the wheels are full of eyes: it is 
enough that the affairs of S70x are in a 
good hand. ; 8 

2. Diref, Ponder this heart-ſupporting 
fruth, in reference to $7ons trouble. - That 


bow'many troubles ſoever are upon her , yet 
her King is in ber, 


kf 5 > 76 


What? 
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What ? Hath the. Lord forſaken his 
Churches ? Hath he ſold} them into the 
enemies hand ? doth .he nt regard what 
evil befalls:them ? that"6ur- hearts fink at 
this rate? -is it not too ſhameful an under- 
valuing. of the great God? and too 
much: magnifying of poor impotent Man 
to fear and tremble at Creatures , whilf 
God is in the midit of us ? The Church- 
es Enemies are many and mighty, let that 
be granted'; yet that Argument with 
which Caleb and Joſhua ſtrove to raiſe' 
their' own hearts, is of as muth force now: 
as it was then :- The Lord is with us , fear' 
them not, Numb, 14.9, The Hiſtorian 
tells us, that when Antigonus over-licard* 
his Souldiers reckoning how many ' their 
Enemies---were , and. diſcouraging one' MW 
another.z he ſuddenly ſteps in- among FS 
| them with this Queſtion, and- how many” ol 
| (faid he) do you reckon me for ? diſcoura-+ * © 
ged ſouls, How many do you reckon £534 
the Lord for ?-Is he not- an over-match : T 
for all his Enemies ? Is not one Almighty 
more than many mighties.? Doth his pre- * 
ſence ſtand for nothing with us? If” 
God. be for ns, who can be againſt us ? Rom. 
8-31. . What think you was the reaſon of 
that. great Exploration Gideon made in"! - 
Twdges 6, He queſtions, verſ; 12+ 13. he 
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defires a ſign3 v. 17. and after that ano- 
ther, v. 36, and what was the end of all 
this ? bit thathe might be ſure the Lord 
was with him, 'and that he might but 
write this Motto upon his Enſign. The 
Sword of the Lord, and of Gideon. So then 
if you can be well aſſured , the Lord is 
with his people , you will get thereby a- 
bove all your.diſcouragements 3 and that 
heisſo, you need not ( with him) de- 
fire a ſign from Heaven, lo, you have a 
fign before you, even their maryellous pre- 
ſervation amidſt all their enemies. If God 
be not with his people, how is it they are 
not ſwallowoed up quick ? Do their ene- 
mies want malice, power» or opportuni- 
ty? no, but there is an inviſible hand up- 


, onthem.' Well then, as it is, Exod. 33. 


I4. Lethis preſence give us reſt 3 and 
though the Mountains be hurled into the 


> - Sea, though Heaven and Earth mingle to- 


gether; fear not, God is in the. midſt of 
her 3 ſhe ſhall not be moved. | 

3. Dire&. Ponder the great advantages 
attending the people of God in an affiivied 
condition. It a low and an afflicted ftate 
inthe World be really beſt for the Church, 


_ then you dejections are not only irrati- 


onal , but ungrateful : indeed-jf you-eſti- 
mate the Happineſs of the Church by its 
MENy | worldly 
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wordly eaſe, ſplendor and proſperity; then 


ſuch times will ſeem bad for it; but 


you reckon its glory to conlilt in- its 
humility, faith, patience, and , heavenly 
mindedneſs ,- no condition in the World 
abounds with advantages for theſe as'an 
afflicted condition doth. It was not per- 
ſecutions and priſons, but worldlineſs and 
wantonneſs that was: the poiſon of the 
Church 3 neither was it the earthly glory 
of its Profeſſors, but the blood of its Mar- 


tyrs that was the ſeed of the Church. The 


power,of godlineſs did never thrive better 
than in affliction, and never ran lower than: 
in timcs. of greateſt proſperity z when we 
are left a poor and an affiified people, then 
we learn to truſt in the name of the Lord 
Zeph. 3. 12, What ſay ye»Sirs? Is it in- 
deed for the Saints advantage to be wea- 
ned from the love and delights of enſna- 
ring worldly vanities? to be quickned 


and prickt forward with more haſte to: 


Heaven, to have clearer - diſcovcries of 


their own hearts , to be taught to pray, 


more fervently, frequently, "ſpiritually, to 


look and long for the reſt to come more” 


ardently ? it this be for their advantage, 
experience teacheth us, that no condition 
is ordinarily bleſt with ſuch fruigs as theſe, 
like an afflicted condition. 


| And ' 
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_ . Andisitwelldone then 'to repine and 
_ droop becauſe your Father tonſults more 
the advantage: of your:ſouls > 'than the 
plealing .gf - your humars 3 - becauſe he 
will bring you a nearer way to. Heaven 
than you are willing to go ? Is this a duc 
Tequital of his love, who is pleaſed ſo 
much to concern himſelt- in your well- 
fare? which is more then he will do for 
thouſands in the World, upon whom 
He will not lay a Rod, or ſpend an affli- 
 Gion for their good, Hoſe 4. 17, Matth. 
15.14. Butalaſs! We judge by ſenſe, 
and reckon things good or evil, according 
ro what we fort the preſent can taſte and 
feel in them. | i ; 

4. Dire&. Takg heed that you overlook, 
mt the many precious mercies which the peo- 
ple of God enjoy amidlt all their trouble. 

Tis pity that our tears on the account of 
pur-troubles, ſhouldfo blear and blind our 
eyes , that we ſhould not ſee our mercies 
and grounds of comfort. I will not inſiſt 
upon'the mercy of having your lives given 
you for a prey, nor yet upon the many 
outward comforts, temporal. conveniences, 

-agd accommodations, which you enjoy 
even above what Chriſt and his precious 
ſervants, of whom the World * was not 
worthy, ever had. | ; 


* 


6 L- 4 [OSS o7 6 Lb FRE T Þ SY x " Cl . s _ 
gh eg Ge wy FED 2 « , es te nn . IF "OF? ( POR 7IO 
CG die Ng OS) _—_ ET; > Ae T be +: £24 -&gef BS. ne ih ante _ 4 ' 
: 2 pps 2 7 4 4 " ao. ? G Y E. $ F 7 MELEE ) 2 ag ; 
> "I * A * « SE " C - 
p 4+ ol s STE » ” hy” 7 + - 
pl LY p ©. <e,* qi -2% 4 a. 7 ; 
C þ A a * "Wo p f $ + bh x f 
« AT-FroOuDres. © © ; 
7 q d / * : ; 
” V L 's, 
'.. 
» *® 4 o 
4 + this 4 THe 1 A - 
Bit s 


LEAs 

” we fo Fa 70 
CIS 
z os 
LA: 2 

bs $4 

ol i 

5 


ac whatfay You to pardon of fin? | 
teralt in Chirift? the Covenant of Pro-' 
miſes? And an-eternity of happineſs in q 
the preſence of God after a few days are » 

over ?- O'that ever a people entituled to 2 
ſuch mercies as theſe, ſhould droop under ne 
any temporal affliction , 'or be ſo much! 2 
concerned for the frowns of Men , and "4 
loſs of trifles ! You have not the ſmiles 
of great Men ! but you have the favour 
of the great God: You are it may be 
caſt back in your eſtates , but thereby far- 
thered iniſpiritualss You cannot live fo 
bravely, plentifully, and cafily as before , 
but ſtill you may Jive as holy and hea- 
venly as ever. Will you' then grieve (o 
much for theſe circumſtantials, 'as to for- 
get your ſubſtantials?-Shall light troubles 
make you forget weighty mercies ? Re- 
member the Churches true Riches are 
laid out of the reach of all its enctnies : 4 
they may make you poor but not miſera= * - 
ble. What though God do not diſtin= oe 
eniſh in his outward diſpenſations be- 
twixt his own and others yea, What 
though his Judgments fingle'out the beſt, 
and ſpare the worſt ?What though an Abel 
beKilled in love, and a Cain ſurvive int 
hatred , a bloady Dionyſies die in his bed, 
and a +good *Fofrab fajl in' Battle ? What 
OR «-'"B-2 though 
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oy thgus) the belly of the wicked be filled 
- * . Sith hid Treaſures, and the teeth of ghe 
Saints broken with Gravel-ſtones, yet 
ſill here is much matter of Praiſe ; for c- 
leQing love. hath diſtinguiſhed , though 
common Providence did not z and whilk 
proſperity and impunity ſlay the wicked , 
even ſlaying and adverſity ſhall benefit and 
fave the righteous.. , | 
5. Dire&.. Believe, that how low ſoever 
the Church be plunged under the waters of 
- adverſity, it ſhall aſſuredly riſe again. Fear 
* not, for as ſure as Chriſt aroſe the third 
day , notwithſtanding the Seal and watch 
that was upon him 3. ſo ſuxe the Church 
ſhall ariſe. out- of _ all her troubles , and 
life up its victorious head. above all its c- 
nemics;. there's no fear of ruining, that 
* People . that thrive 'by their loſſes 3 and 
- multiply. by being diminiſhed. O be not 
too quick to. bury the Church- before ſhe 
be dead ! ſtay till Chriſt hath tried his skill 
before you give it up for loſtz the Buſh 
may be all in a flame, but,ſball*-never 
be conſumed , and that becauſe of the 
good will of him .that dwelleth in the 
Buſh. Ee rho 
6, Dire&, Record the famous inſtances 
of Gods care aud tenderneſs over his people 
#*1 former ſtraits. Chriſt hath not ſuffered 
2 's: 1s 


'£: 


- 
* 


it to be devoured yet 3 for: above theſe 


1600 years the Chriſtian 'Church hath: 


lived in affliction, and yet it is not con- 
ſumed : many a wave of perſecution hath 
gone over it, and yet it is not drowned ; 
many deſigns to ruine it, and hitherto none 


hath proſpered : this is not the firſt time” 
that Hamans and Achitophels have plot=" 


ted its xuine 3 thatan Herod hath firetcht 
out his-hand to vex it. Still it hath been 
preſerved from , ſupported under, or de- 
livered out of all its troubles : and is it not 
2s dear to God as ever ? is not he, as 


able to ſave it now as formerly ? | though 

7 whence | Deliverance” - 
ſhould ariſe , Tet the Lor4 knoFeth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptations, 2 Pet. 


we know not 


2.''9, : 
7. Dired. If you can fetch -no comfort 


from any of the former Argments, -then' 


in the laſt place, try whether you cannot 


framw ſome comfort out of your very trouble.” 
Surely [this trouble of yours is a good ar-" 
purnent of your integrity z union is-the- 
ground of ſympathy, if you ' had not 
ſome rich adventure in that Ship, ms 

is 


would not tremble as you do when 


in danger : Beſides this frame of ſpirit 
may afford you this argument, that if 'you 
be ſo ſenlible of the Churches troubles., 
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Z - Wo How to keep the heart from fears 

þ Feſus Chriſt is cauch more ſenſible of; and 
ſolicitous about it than you can be; and 
he will caſt an eye of favour upon :them 
that mourn for it, 1a, 57.18. 


=> ww .waAt 


4., Seaſon. The fourth ſpecial ' Seaſon 
for expreſſing our utmoſt diligence is keeping 
our bearts in the time of danger and pub- 
lick diftratiion : in ſuch times the beſt 
bearts are but too apt to. be ſurprized by 
ſlaviſh fear, it is not eaſie to ſecure the 

heart againſt diſiraction ix times of 'com- 
mon deliryction 2. if, Syria be confederate 
with Ephraim , bow, doth, the hearts of 
the bouſe of David fbake, . even as the 
trees of the wood which are ſhaken with the 
wind , Ia.'7. 2. when there are ominons | 
figns in the heavens, on ihe earth diſtreſs 
of  Nations., 'with perplexity; the Sea 
"and Waves roaring, then the hearts of 
Men . fail for fear, and for logking after 
thoſe. things. which are coming upon the 
Earth, Loke 21.25, 26. eveys Paul bim- 
ſelf may ſometimes complain of fightings 
within ; when there are fears withqut , 
2 Cor. 7.5. TY 
"But my Brethren theſe things ought 
not.to be {o : Saints ſhould: be of a morc 
raiſed ſpirit :.ſo was Davaid when his 
heart was kept in a good. frame, Pſal. 2 Fo 
. The 
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| in times of commioy diſt: 


The Lord is niy light and my Salvation. 
whom ſhall T fear ? the Lord is the firength 
of my life, of whom fhall T be afraid? Let 


None but the ſervants of fin be. the ſlaves 


of fear , let them that haye delighted in 
evil, fear evil, impius tantum metuit, quan- 
tum 4ocuit, O let not that which . God 
hath threatned as a Judgment upon'the 
wicked, ever ſeize upon the breafis of the 
righteous3 Iwill ſend { faith God ) faint- 
neſs into their hearts in the land of their e- 
nemies, and the ſound of « ſhaking leaf (ball 
chaſe them. Lev. 26.36. O what poor 
ſpirited men were theſe, to flie at a ſha- 
king leaf ! which makes a pleaſant , and 
not -a terrible noiſe, and is in. it ſelf a 
kind of natural mutick 3 but to a guilty 
Conſcience, the-- whiſtling Jeaves arc 
Drums and Trumpets ; but God: bath noe 


' given us the ſpirit of fear,but of love, and of 


# ſound mind, 2 Tim. 1.7. A found mind 
aS it ſtands there in oppolition to the ſpis 
rit of fear, is an unwounded Confcience, 
not infirmed by guilt : and this thould 
make a man as bold as a Lion. I know 
it 'cannot be ſaid of a Saint, what God 
{pake of Leviathan, that he is made with» 
out fear : there is a-natural fear in 'every 


man, and it's as impoſſible to' be wholly” \ 


FUT> 


put off, as the body it ſelf is: *$#8s a per- 
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”.., | 52 How to keep the heart fromſears 


turbation of the mind, riſing from the ap- 
prehenfion of approaching danger , and as 
long as dangers can approach us, we ſhall 
find ſome perturbations within us. *Tis 


not my purpoſe to commend to you a: 


Stoical apathy, nor yet to. take you off 
from ſuch a degree of cautional preven- 
tive fear as may hit you for troubles , and 
- be ſerviceable to your ſouls. There is a 
Provident fear that opens our cyes'to fore- 
ſee danger, and quickens to a prudent and 
lawful uſe. of means to prevent it 3 ſuch 
was: Jacobs fear, Gen. 32.7, 9,10, Oc. 
but it is the fear of diffidence. 1 perſwade 
you to keep your hearts fromthat Tyran- 
nical paſſion which invades the heart in 
times of danger, difiracts, weakens, and 
unfits the heart for duty , drives men up- 
on unlawful means,-and brings a ſnare 
with it. Wedll-then , the fourth caſe will 
be this. : 


+ Caſe.' 4. © How a Chriftian may keep 


© bir beart from diſtracting and tormenting 
* fears in times of great and threatning 
* dangers. 


% ; 


Now ther6are fourteen excellent-Rules 
or helps for the keeping of the heart from 
finful tear when eminent dangers threaten 
us : andthe firſt is this, i 08 
I, Rule. Look upon all the Creatures as 


in the hand of Ged, who manages them in all 

their motions ; limiting , retraining , and 

determining them all at bis pleaſure. _ 
Get this great truth well ſetled by faith 


- in your hearts, it will marvelouſly guard 


them againſt laviſh fears, the 1. of Ezek. 


contains an admirable ſcheme or draught 


of Providence 3 there.yous may ſee the li- 
ving Creatures who- move the wheels», 
viz. . the great affairs and turnings of 
things here below , coming unto Chriſt, 
who lits upon the-Throne'to receive new 
orders and inſtructions from him, ver. 24. 
25,26, and in Rev. 6. you read of white, 
black, and red Horſes, which are nothing 
elſe but the inſtruments which God em- 
ploys in executing his Judgments in the 
World, as Wars, Peſtilence- and Death 3 
but when theſe Horſes are prancing and 
tramplingup and down the World 3. here 
is that may quiet our hearts, that God 
hath the Reins in hand. - Wicked: men 
are ſometimes like mad- Horſes, they 
would ſtamp. the people of God: under 
their feet but that. the Bridle of Provi- 
vyence is in their Lips, 'Fob 1. 11,12. A 
Lion: at liberty is terrible -to meet , but 
whois afraid. of the Lion in the keepers 
hand. | 

: + 2+ Rule, Remember that this God in. 
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whoſe hand all the Creatures are, is your Fa- 
'ther, and is much more tender over you than 
you are or can be over your ſelves; He that 
goucheth you, toucheth the apple of mine eye, 
Zech. 2.8. Let me ask the moſt time- 
rous Woman, whether there be not a vali 
difference betwixt the ſight of a drawn 
Sword in the hand of a bloody Ruthan , 
and the ſame Sword in the hand of. her 
own tender Husband ? as great a diffe- 
rence there is in looking upon Creatures 
by an eye of ſenſe, and looking on them 
as in the hand of your God by an eye of 
Faith 3 /that is a ſweet Scripture to this 
purpoſe, Iſa. 54.5. Thy Maker tis thine 
Husband, The Lord of Hoſts is his Name 3 
He is Lord of all the Hofts of Creatures 
in the World :: who would be afraid to 
paſs through an Army ., though all the 
Soldiers ſhould turn their Swords and 
- Guns towards him , if the General of 
that Army were his Friend or Father ? I 
_ Have met with an excellent Story of a 
Religious young man, who being at Sea 
with 'many other paſſengers in a great 
” + ſtorm, and they being half dead with 
> , fear, he only was obſerved to be very 
---  cheartful, as if he had been but little 
concerned in that danger 3 one of them 
Acmanding a reaſon of his EaTe”"o 
ot ee Ws 
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Oh, ſaid he, *tis becauſe the Pilot of the 
Ship is my Father.  . Conſider Chriſt, firſt 
as the. King and Supream Lord over the 
Providential Kingdom, and then as your 
head, Husband and Friend, and thou wile 
quickly ſay, Retwrn unto thy Reſt O my Soul. 
This Truth will make you ceaſe trembling, 
and fall a linging in the midſt of dangers, 
Pfal. 47.7. The Lord is King of all. tbe 
earth, ſing ye Praiſe with underſtanding, or 
as the Hebrew is,, every one that bath under. 
ſtanding, viz. of this Heart reviving 
and .eltiſhing Doctrine of the. Pomi- 
nion_ of our Father over all the /Crea- , 


| tures: 


3- Rule. Urge upon your hearts the ex- 
preſs probibition of Chriſt in this Caſe and 
let your hearts ftand iu awe of the violations 
of them. 


21.9. Whemye ſhall bear of Wars.and com: 
motions, ſee that ye be not terrified. And 
Phil. 1.28. In nothing bz terrified by your 
adverſaries: yea in; Matth. 10.26. 8, 3Is 
and within the compaſs of {ix Verſes, our 


Saviour. commands us.thrice , xot #0 fear ," 


man. - Doth every big word of proud 
duſt and aſhes make. thee. afraid ? .Doth 
the Voice of a Man make thee tremble ? 


and ſhall not the voice of God? 1f thoy . 
| art 


He hath charged you not to fear , Luke - 


LT ERIE, 


' art of ach fearful and. timerous {pirit, 
| How is it that thou feareſt not to difobey 
the flat commands of Jeſus Chrift 2 Mec- 
* thinks. the Command of Chriſt ſhould 
have as much power to calm, as the v6ice 


51.1213. EvenTam be that comforteth 
you,, who-art thou that thou ſhouldeft be 
bk afraid of a man that ſhall die? and of the 
 * FSonof Man that ſhall be made as the prafs, 
- and forgetteft the Lord thy Maker? We 
cannot fear creatures ſinfully , till we 
have forgotten God'; did we Member 
©, whathe is, and what he hath faid »' we 
ſhould not be of ſuch feeble ſpirits: bring 
thy heatt then to this Dilemma in. times 
of danger; if I let into my heart the ſla- 
viſh fear of Man, I'muft let out the re- 
© verential awe and fear of God: and dare 
», LF caſtcoff the fear of the Almighty for 
the frowns of a man ? fhall It up proud 
duſt above the great God ? ſhall I run 
upon'a' certain tin; to ſhun a probable 
danger? Oh keep thy heart by that conſi- 
deration. 
4+ Rule. Remember how much needleſs 
trouble your vain fears have brought upon 
you formerly , and bow you hove a/qniettd 
your ſelves to no purpoſe. 
- Wa, $1.13. And haſt feared —_— 


aly 
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of 2 poor worm to fterrify thy heart, 1/a. 
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ally becauſe of the oppreſſor,- as+ if be -were \ 

;yeady to devour ;: and where is the fury. of 
the Oppreſſor ? he ſeemed ready to devour, 

but yet you axe not devoured; I have not. .  _ 
brought upon you the thing that-you fear- a” 
ed 3 you have waſted your ſpirits , .difor- Ws. 
dered your. fouls, and weakned; your 
hands, and all this: to no purpoſe:+.. You 
might have all this: while enjoyed: your 
peace , and poſſeſſed your: ſouls. in--pa- 
tience. And here I cannot but obſerve a 
very deep policy of Satan managing a de- 
ſign againſt the Soul by theſe vain fears: 
I call them vain in regard of the frufiras 
tion of them by providence, but certainly _- *# 
they are not-in vain as to the end Satan , 
aims at in raiſing them, for herein he as 
as Souldiers uſe to do in the Siege of a 
Garriſon , who on purpoſe to wear out  \ 
the beſieged by conſtant watchings ,. and 

. thereby unfit them to make reſifkancs; 
@when they ftorm it in earneſt , do every * 
_s: give. them falſe Alarms, whieh 


4 


ugh they come to nothing yet do no» 
tay (erve this further deſign of the ene- 
my. O when will you beware of Satans 
devices. | | | 

5. Rute. Conſider ſolemnly, That thowgh: -: 
the things you fear ſhould really fall out, yes  * 
there is 'more evil in your own fear than in 


the thing feared, And 


; And that not only, as the leaſt evil of 
fin' is worſe than the. greateſt evi) of 
ſuffering 3 but as this finful fear hath re- 
ally more torment-and- trouble in it than 
is in that condition you are ſo much a- 
fraid of, fear is both a multiplying and a 
rormenting paſſion 3 it repreſents trou- 
bles much greater than they are, and (© 
tortures and wracks the Soul much worſe 
than' when the ſuffering it ſelf comes. 
So it was with Iſrael at the Red Sea; they 
' cried out, and were fore afraid till they 
-  putfoot into'the water, and then a paſ- 
fage was opened through thoſe waters 
which they thought would have drowned 
them. Thus it is with us, we look- 
ing through the glafs of a carnal fear, upon, 
the waters of trouble, the ſwellings' of 
Fordan, cry out Oh they are unfoard- 
able ! we .muſt needs periſh in_ them : 
but when we come into the mid(t of 
thoſe Floods indeed , we tind the Promiſ 
made good,God nill make a way to eſcape 
T Cor, 10.13. Thus it was with bl 
Bilney , when he would make a triaF 
pitting his finger to the candle, and not a- 
bleto endure that, he cried out , What, 
cannot I bear the burning of a finger ? 
\ How then ſhall I beable to bear the. bur- 
ning of my whole body to morrow'? and 
yet 


. rg WOTS wn. R Se Es Hd v 
47 the Pw FP #; +4 wah; 20G ; wh : $ 
4 ESA. on it ed Sel ot A Elks} 5 - . bo V F 
he! BY” 4 S501 BYE 0 2 0 +4 "wr. 4" Ts. 0) pe - pF; £2 Ay 
Y YL DE RT 0} =, 
F þ ON, > 
\# F + Hoe IS 7 SK YU” ad 
: ! 1p . bt HS 4 CAS 
Fo Tk ” 4 4 
» 
IM s .- 
? « 
: 
: 
. 


oy - 


__” WU a UE Ss WW 5 _ 9 KO 


intimesof common diſtration. 79 


yet when that morrow' came, he could go- 
chearfully into the flames - with that 
Scripture in his mouth, Iſa. 43. 1. 2, 3. 
Fear uot, for I have redeemed thee ; I have 
called thee by thy name, thou art mine; 
when thou paſſeſt through the waters, T will 
be with thee, when thou walkeſt through the 
fire thox ſhalt not be burnt. 63g 
6, Rule. Conſult the many precious pro- 
miſes which are writen for your ſupport and 
comfort in all dangers. | 
, Theſe are your refuges to which you 
may fly and be ſafe; when the arrows of 
danger fly by night , and deſtruftion waſteth 
at noon day. There are particular Pro- 
miſes ſuited to particular Cafes and exi- 
gencies, and there are general Promiſes 
reaching all Caſes and Conditions : ſuch 
are theſe, Rom. 8.28. All things ball 
work, together for good, &c. And Eccleſc 8. 
12. Thangh a ſinner do evil an hnndred 
times, and his days be prolonged, yet it ſhall 
be well with them that fear the Lord, &c. 
Could you but believe the Promiſes , your - 
hearts ſhould be eſtabliſhed, 2 Chron. 2%, 
29. Could you but plead then with God, 
as. Facob did, Gen. 33. 12, Thou ſaidit, F 
will ſurely do thee good, &c. they would 
relieve you in cvery diſtreſs. /; 
Objea.. But that promiſe way made per- 
EEC ES E.0 . fonely 


CT Th Kar? Frome 


Jenally and by name to him, to- are not theſe 


Anſw. If Facobs God be-your God, you | 


have as good an. intereft in them as he had, 
The Church a thouſand: years after that 
tranſaction betwixt God and Facob, ap- 
plyed that which God ſpake to him,as if it 
had been ſpoken to themſelves, Flsſ. 12; 
4. He found bim in. Bethel, and there be 
ſpake with us. | 

7. Rule. Pniet your trembling hearts by 
recording and conſulting your paſt experien- 
ces of the care and faithfulneſs of God in 
former diſtreſſes. 

Theſe experiences are food for your 
Faith ina wilderneſs condition, Pſal, 74. 
14. By this David kept his heart in time 
of danger, 1 Sam. 17.37. and Pazl his 
2 Cor. 1.10, It was ſweetly 'anſwered 
by Silentiarius, when one told him, tha 
his enemies way-laid hini to take away his 
life. Si Dens mei curam-non babet, quid vi- 
20? It God:take no care of me, how have 
I eſcaped hitherto? you may plead with 
God old cxperiences to. procure new 
ones , for .it is in pleading with God for 
new deliverances, as it is in pleading for 
new, Pardons, Now. mark , how Moſes 
- Pleads on that account with God , Nwmb.. 
14. 19 Pardon I beſeech theethe _- , 
7 ep CE 
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* > | op 


in times of conimon diftration, at 


of" this people, as thou haſt forgiven. them 


|| from Egypt wntil now.'; He doth not ay 


as'men do; Lord 'this.is' the firſt fqult » 
thou haſt not been troubled before to fign 
theiripardon3 but Lord, betauſe thou haſt 


pardoned. them ſo often 3 I beſeech thee 


pardon them once again- Soin-new ſtraits; 
Lord thou haſt often heard , helpt and ſa- 
ved, in former fears , "therefore now- 
help again , for with thee there is plente- 
ous redemption, and thine arm- is not: 
ſhortned. pt%y 

8. Rule: Be well ſatisficd that you are int 
the way of your duty, aud that will beget 
boly courage in times of danger. © * 

Who will harm you, if you be followers 
of that which is good? 1 Pet. 3.13« Or, 
if any dare attempt it, yo may boldly com+ 
mit your ſelves to God in well doing; 1 Peta 
4-19. - *T'was this conſideration that rai- 
ſed Luthers:Spirit above all fear : In the 
cauſe of God ( faid he )* Fever am, and 
ever ſhall be ſtout ; herein I aſſume this 
Title, Cedo ##1l; , a good cauſe will bear 
up a mans ſpirit bravely. © Hear the ſaying 
of a Heathen to: the ſhame 'of cowardly 
Chriſtians :' When the Emperor | Veſpalian 
ba#*-commanded Fluidius: © © : wes 
Prifcus #0t to come to the. Find of ag 
Senategor if be did, to ſpeak, © F350 
FN | G #othing 


nothing but what he would bave bim , The 
Senator returned this noble anſwer : That 
as:be was a Senator, it was. fit he ſhould be 
artthe Senate; and if being there be were re- 
quired to give bis advice , be would ſpeak 
freely that which bis Conſcience commanded 
him, the Emperor threatning , that then he 
ſhould die. He anſwered, Did 1ever tell 

thas I was Immortal ? Do you what you 
will, and I will do what T ought; it 1s in 
your power to put me to death unjuſtly, and 
' in me to die conſtantly. 

Righteouſneſs is a Breaſt-plate , the 
Cauſe of God will pay your expences , 
let them tremble whom danger finds out 
of the way of duty. | 


. 9» Rule. Get your Conſciences ſprinkled || 


with the blood of Chrift from all gilt, and 
that will ſet your hearts above all fear, 

-.?Tis guilt upon the Conſcience that ſof- 
teris and cowardizes our ſpirits; The righ- 
teons is bold as a Lion, Prov. 28.1, *T was 
guilt in Cains Conſcience that made him 
cry, every oxe that meets me will. ſlay me , 
Gen- 4. 14-- A guilty Conſcience is-more 
terrified with conceited dangers, than' a 
pare Conſcience is with real ones. A 
/ guilty ſinner carries a witneſs againſt 
himſelf in his own boſome. + *T'was guil- 
ty Herod crycd out , Jobn Baptift is riſen 
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from the dead. © Such a Conſcience is' the 
Devils -Anvit, on which he.'fabricates all 
thoſe (words and ſpears , with which the 
guilty finnner pierces and wounds himſelf; 
Guilt is to danger, what fire is to Gun- 
powder z 'a man'need not fear to walk a- 
mong many barrels of powder, if he have . 
no fire about him. ts | 


+ . Rule. 10, Exerciſe boly thuſt in times of 


greateſt diftreſs. 

Make it your buſineſs to truſt God 
with your lives and comforts, and then 
your hearts will beat reſt about them. So 
did David, Pſal. 57. 3. At what time T am 
afraid Iwill think, on thee, q© d. Lord, if 
at any timea ſtorm riſe, 1 will make bold 
to ſhelter from it under the Covert of 
thy wings. Goto God by ads of Faith 
and Truſt, and never doubt but he '*wwitl 
ſecure you I/#. 62. 3. Thou wilt keep him 
in perfefi peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed 'm . © 
thee; beeauſe he truſteth in thee; God-. 
takes it well when. thou comeſt to him 
thus; Father, my life, my liberty, or eftafe 
are hunted after, and T cannot ſecure them : - 


© O let me leave them in thy hand 3/ the 


Poor leaveth blmſelf with thee; and , doth 
his God fail him 2? no, Thom art the belper 


of the Fatberleſ+ , Pſal. 10414. that is, : 


Thou art the helper of the. deſtitute one, G 
"RO <1 16.S: that - 


and 


94 Howto keep the beart from fears 
that hath none. to-go-to but God." And | tal 
that is a ſweet Scripture, Pal. 112.7.: He || th 
ſhall not be afraid of evlll tidings, bis bear | co 
is fixed, trufting in the Lord: hedoth not || lay 
ſay»his car ſhall be priviledged from the re- | w! 
port of evil tidings, he may hear as fad 
tidings as other men 3 but- his heart ſhall || frc 
be priviledged from the terrox of- thoſe Þ} ter 


tidings, his beart is fixed. ; Cl 
\ 11. Rules Conſult the hononr of Reli- 
gion more, anal your perſonal ſafety leſs. N 


Is it for the honour of Religion, ( think || ve 
you ) that Chriſtians ſhould be as timerous || yc 
as Hares to ſtart at every found}? Will || ct 
notithis tempt the World to. think , that I #c 
% whatever you talk, yet your Principles |} bo 
E are no. better than other Mens? Oh || e 
what miſchiefs may the diſcoveries of || w 
your fears before them do? *T'wasa no- || fa 
ble ſaying of Nehemiah, Chap. 6. 11. || V 
Should ſuch a man as I flee? and who be- | re 
ing as I am ſhould flee? Were it not better a 
you ſhould die, than that the World ff 
ſhould be prejudiced againſt Chriſt by I} © 
your example ?. for alaſs! How apt is the 0 
World ( who judge more by what they t 
ſee in your practices ,- than- by what they | 
underſiand. of your Prineiples ) to con- 
clade from your timerouſneſs, that how i 
much ſoeyer.you commend. Faith , arid 
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in times" of common diftraftion. 85 _ 
- | talk of-Afſurance, 'yet you" dare rruſt to 7] 
* | theſe things no more than they; 'when: it = 
| comes tothe tryal. - ©; Jet: not: your fears 
lay ſacha ſtumbling black-before the blind 
12. Rule. He that will ſecure this beart 
from fear, muſt firſt ſecurethe eternal Jin- 
zereft of hiv ſoul in the bands of Feſus 
EM: 2 5 fg £0 boy 4 ; Bs 
. When this is done; then'you' may ſay, 
Now World do thy worſt, "You will' not be 
very ſolicitous'about a ' vile: body', when 
you are once aſſured it ſhall be well to all 
eternity with your precious” Souls. Fear 
»ot them ( faith Chriſt ) that can kilfthe 
body, and after that have uo power that they 
can do. . The afſured Chriſtian may ſmile. 
with contempt upon all his enemies , and. 
. fay, Is this the worſt that you can do? 
What fay you" Chriſtians? Art! you! aff 
red that your ſouls are ſafe , that within 
a few moments of your diffolution' they 
ſhall be received by Chrift into everla- 
ſting habitations? Well., if you be 'fure 
of that , never trouble your- {elves about 
the inſtruments and means of: your diffo- 
lution. | 
Objedt.' 0, but a. violent death. is terri- 
ble to-Nature. Fo on £ 
.> Huſo.' But what matter is it,-when thy 
$35.2" G 3 Soul 


. 2 


foulis in Heaven ? Whether jt 'were let | .Þ 
' out;at thy mouth, or atthy throat ? whe- " 
ther thy familiar frignds; or barbarous-c- | 
gemies Rand about thy dead body , and | © 
cloſe thine eyes? Alaſs, it is not worth || 
the making CoMmuch adoabout, nhil:corpu F 
ſentit in nerv0 cum anima fit it calo 3 thy s 
Soul ſhall not he ſenſible in Heaven, how ||, 
thy Body is uſed on Earth ? no, it ſhall 
be ſwallowed upin life. [1 
-./13- Rule. Learn 'to quench all ſlaviſh 
Greature fears , in the reverential fear of 
God. 2g SF 
.» This is « cure by diverſion: *tis a' rare 
piece of Chriſtian wiſdom'to! turn thoſe 
paſſions of the foul which moſt: predo- 
minates into. {piritual channels}, to''turn 
hatural anger into ſpiritual: /zeal'; natura] 
mirth- into. holy chearfulneſs, and na- 
tural fear into an holy dread-and' awe of 
God. This method of' Cure Chriſt pre- 
ſcribes in that forementioned :place Matth, 
I9. like to which is that in Tſe: 8.12, 13. 
Fear net their fear, But how ſhall we help 
t.? Why, ſanGify the Lord of Hoſts him- 
(elf, and let him be your - fear and- your 
dread, Natural fear - may be allayed for 
preſent by natural reaſon, or the: remo- 
. Fal of the occaſion, but then:?tis:. but 
like q" Candle blown out-witk a/pulf of 
at tools, breath 
4: 
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ha. which i is caſily plot ta aſa as 
if the fear.of God extinguiſh it, then?tis 
like a Candle quencht in water, which 
cannot eaſily. be xe-kindled.- 7 
- 4+ Rule. Laſtly, Power aut: thaſe. fare 
ta\'God in prayer, which the Del and. your 
own unbelief , 3 power in port Ju in times of 
danger. "8.555 8. 1) 44 
Prayer is-the beſt out-letto fear! 1 whit 
is the Chriſtian: that .capnot fee his.- pb 
batum. eft-to'this direQion2:T will give 
you .the' greateſt example. .in. the World 
to encourage you  in.the-.uſs of it, even 
the example -of -Jeſus) Ghaiſt } Mark, ah 
Wes When the hour. ofbis OY aQd 
_ drew: nigh 3 Sh gets: into. the» Gar- 
ſeparates. from «the;Niſdiphes , canil 
there- wxckles mightily, \withs God. tn 
Prayer, cyen unto” Nt tas 
rence to which the:Apalile.ſaith:, away 
7 WHbo inthe days of, his-fleſii;\-wphee-che 
ad Lefncs #þ a aud SupplicationF, 
with flroug aries and tearty to. him thet-gits 


aMe 30 ſave bis. from de _———— bl, 


in that be feared : He was heaad: 
firength and ſupport to pearls Sm 
it, though .not as to deliveraghſes or: EX- 
emption from. it. 074 | 
- Now, Oh«that theſe abit: might <- 
hide with you and bag reduced\to pia- 

& 4 ice 


. _ -bing whinoutward wants ace" either (felt ior 


ORD rin dere mey be hops, 


. - ice ' in' theſe | evil + days, that many 
trembling ſouls 'may be - eſtabliſhed 'by 

5. Seaſ. The-fifth Seaſon to excite this di- 
tigence\in keeping the heart ,-1s-tbe'time 
of ftvaits | and. outward pinching wants 
although at-ſuch times we ſhould complain 
#0 God, and not of God, ( the Throne of 
Grace being certfied for # time of. meed , 
Heb.” 4. 16, ) yet when the wateys of re- 
Tief. 'run low: 'and wants begin 'to- pinch 
Bard'i bow iproge | are- "the beſts hearts to 


eiftpuft 1the Fountain'! when the (meal in 


#be Barrel. lim Ot” | inthe |Cvuſo are 
almoſt fpein ;i6ur0 faith aud patithce are 
ant fpexe"' roo; Now is "diffiente- F 
lknep . dome! ihe” proud . | and —unbelieving 
beat in abibbly quietude and favect ſub- 
Hifion'iat 'thoyfoot: of God. 1:*Tis as (eafje 
bingo alk) of | trufting! God for daily 
Bread\whila'wc have ' a fall Barn -or 
Peſos, biyee'to ſay as 1the' Prophet, Heb. 
gary i Thorgh''the"Fig-eree: ſhould not 
"rblafons wither Fruit 'be 31" the Vine, 
BET get oavlh Prejoyce in-vbe- Lords: Sure 
[this moteafic: > The fifth caſe therefore 
thalkbe-this;74 1. £308aA9KOE ' - 
5. Caſe, How a Chriſtian may” keep bis 
-heart fromdiftrufting God, or repining againſt 


feared. This 


This cafe deſexves-to be. ſeriouſly:pon- 


_dred, and eſpecially to./be ſtudied now 


ſince it ſeems to be- the:defign of Provi- 
denceto:empty the People of God of their 
creature fulnefs, and acquaint them with 
thoſe ſtraits which hitherto they have been 
altogether ſtrangers to. | 
Now to ſecure the heart from the'fore- 
mentioned danger attending this conditi- | 
-on,thefe following Conliderations through 
the bleſſing of the Spirit may prove. efte- 
Qual: And thetfirſt is this: | 
. ©. Confid, That if. 'God: redigce you to 
ftraitr-andineceſſities., yet be deals no ather- 
wiſe therein with you 5 than be bath done 
with ſome of 1he&choice(t and holieft men'that 
:eves lived. | | 
Yourcondicion is not ſingular ,, though 
you | have hitherto been. firangers: to 
wants , other Saints have daily conver- 
ſed ; "and. been familiarly acquainted 
with them. - Hear: what bleſſed Paul 


. cſpeaks-not of himſelf: only:, but. in the 


namcs-of 'other Saints reduced to like 
exigencies, 1 Cor, 4. 11s. Even to this 
preſent hour we both hunger and:thirft, and 
are naked and buffeted'; and have ua certain 
: dwelling place, . To ſee fuchaman as Paul 
going up/and down; the .World* with a 
-naked back ,, and empty belly, apd nota 
5, | houſe 


% 


wider outward ſtraits and wants. 8g = 
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houſe'to put his head-in , one that was fo 
. ar above thee in/Grace and Holineſs, onc 
that did more (ervice-for God in-a day, 
than perhaps thou haſt done him- all thy 
days, and: yet-'thou/.repine as if. hardly 
dealt-with ! Have you forgot what nece(- 
fities and ſtraits, even a David hath . ſuife- 
red ? How great were-his ſixaits. and-.ne- 
cellities 1. Sam;. 25. 8, Give I'pray #bee, 


(faith he to Nahal:): whatſoever::cometh to 


thy hand, to thy ſervants ;ana to thy Sor 
David. Renowned Muſcxlus was forced 
'to:dig the Town ditch. for a maintenance. 
Famous Ainſworth: (.as I have:been cre- 
dibly informed) forced.ito ſell. the Bed 
he lay on to buy him Bread... But what 
ſpeak I of theſe: Behold a greater. than 
any-of them, even the Son of God, : who 
zr the Heir of all things, . aud hy whom the 
-worlds reere made: yet ſometime would 
have been glad:of any thing .having mo- 
\thingto.cat, Mark 11.22. ..And on the 
morrow when they were come fram Bethany, 
be was bungry ; and ſeeing a: fig-tree a; far 
'off, having leaves , he .came if i haply he 
_ «*might find [ any thing ] thereon." © 
©.» Welt then , hereby -God hath /\fet no 
-mark- of hatred; upon (you 3. neither.-can 
you infer the want of love from: the want 
of byead, Whey thy xepining heart nip 
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the-queſtion , -was there? ever any forrow 
like unto mine? Ask.theſe worthies ,-and 
? they will tell thee, though they did not 
Y {| complainand fret as thou doft, yet they 
Y | were: driven to. as great firaits as/thou 


art. * 44442. 
4 --2; Conſid: If God leave you not in this 
; neceſſitons condition without a Promiſe, you 
\ | Save noreaſon to repine or deſpond nuder it. 
- That is a .ſad condition) indeed.,. to 
which-no/Promiſe belongs. I remember 
Mr. Gelvin upon' theſe words, 1/2, 9. 1. 
Nevertheleſy ., the dimneſs ſhall not be ſuch 
as whs in her vexation, &c. Salves the 
doubt', inwhat ſenſe the darkneſs of the 
 Captivity-was not ſo great, as: the leſſer 
incurſions made by Tigleh Pileſer, 'In 
, the Captivity the City was deltroyed, and 
the Temple burnt with fire, there was. no 
compariſon... in the affliction; but - yet BE 
the darkneſs ſhould not be ſuch, and the = 
reaſon - (faith he ) is thisÞwic certam pro- _ 
-miſſonem eſſe additam , cum in priqribus 
nulla eſſet, ( i. e. ) there was a certaig 
Promiſe made to this but none to the 
other. ? TY 
*Tis better to be as low as Hell with z 
Promiſe than in Paradiſe without” one. 
Even the darkneſs of Hell it ſelf would 
he comparatively no darkneſs at. all » 
| | Vere 
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were there but a Promiſe to enlighten it. 
Now-God hath left many ſweet Promiles 
for the Faith' of his poor people to feed 
on in this condition, -fuch as -theſe : 
Pſalm 3 4. 9,10. O fear the Lord ye bis 
Saints, for there is no want to them that fear 
bim , the Lions do lack, and ſuffer hunger , 
but they that fear the Lord ſhall* want 10> 
thing that is good, Pſal. 33. 18, 19. The 
eye-of the Lord is upon the righteous to keep 
them alive in famine. - Pſal.- 48.11.” No 
goed thing will be with-hold from them that 
walk uprigbtly. Rom. 8. 32. He that fpa- 
red not bis own Son, but delivered bim up 
For us all, how ſhall he not with him alſs free- 
ly 'give us all things ? Ia. 41.17. 
When the poor and the needy ſeek, water, and 
there is none, and their tongue faileth for 
thirſt, Tthe Lord will bear them, Tthe God of 
Iſrael will not forſake them. Here you ſeesfirſt 
their extream wants, water being put even 
for the neceſlarfes of life, (2) their certain 
relicf; Tthe Lord will hear them; in which 


it is ſuppoſed, that they'cry unto him in 


their ſtraits 3 and he hears theircry. 
Having therefore theſe Promiſes, Why 
ſhould not your miſtruſiful hearts conclude 
like David's, Plal. 23.1. The Lord is my 
- Shepherd, I ſhall not want. 
: | Object, But theſt promiſes imply cox- 
2 .  », dittons 
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ditions, if they were abſolnte, they would 
afford more. ſatisfatlion. | 
Sol. What arc thoſe tacit conditions 
you ſpeak of, but theſe ? (1 ) Thatcither 
he will ſupply or ſanctifie your wants 3 
( 2 ) That you ſhall have ſo much as God 
ſees fit for you, and doth this trouble 
you? Would you have the Mercy whe- 
ther ſanctified or no? Whether God ſees 


it fit for you or no ? Methinks, the appe- 


tites of Saints after earthly things ſhould 
not be ſo ravenous , to ſeize greedily upon 
any enjoyment, nor caring how they have 
it. | = 

But oh, when wants pinch, and we 
ſee not whence ſupplies ſhould come, 


then our Faith in the Promiſe ſhakes, and . 


welike murmuring Iſrael cry, He ave 
bread, can he give water alſo.? O unbe- 
lieving. hearts ! When. did his Promiſes 
fail? Whoever truſted them and was aſha- 
med? May not God upbraid thee with thine 


unreaſonable: infidelity, as Fer. 2. 31.” 


Have IT been-a Wilderneſs unto you ? &c: 
or as Chriſt ſaid to the Diſciples , Since T 
was with you, lacked you any thing ? Yea, 
may you not upbraid your ſelves, may 
you not ſay with good old Policarp, thus 
many years I have ſerved Chrilt., and 
found him a good Maſter 3' indeed he 
- Fo may 
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may deny what your wantonneſs, but not 
what your real wants callifor :: he will not 
regard the cry of your laſts, nor yet de- 
ſpiſe the>cry of -your Faith : though. he 
wilt not indulge: and humour your wan- 
ton appetites , yet he will not violate his 
own faithful 'Promiſes. Theſe Promiſes 
are.your beſt ſecurity for-eternal life , *and 
*tis ſtrange if they.ſhould not fatisfie you 
for daily bxcad; remember ye the words 
of the Lord, and folace your hearts with 
them amidſt all your wants. *Tis faid 
of Epicurus, that in the dreadful fits of 
the Colick, he often refreſhed himſelf ob 
memoriam inventorum, by calling to mind 
his inventions .in Philoſophy 3 and of 
Poſfidonizs the Philoſopher, thatin aigreat 
fit of the ſtone , he ſolaced himſelf with 
diſcourſes of Moral: Vertue ;z and . when 
the pain twinged him, he would ſay, #i- 
bil agis dolor quamvis fis moleftus nunquam 
confitebor te eſſe malum : Oh pain ,. thou 
doſt nothing., though thou | art a little 
troubleſome, ' I will never confeſs thee to 
be, evil. If upon ſuch grounds as theſe 
they could ſupport themſelves under ſuch 
grinding and racking: pains, and even 
delude their diſcafes by them 3 how much 
rather ſhould the precious promiſes of 
_ *God and the ſweet 'Expcriences which 
have 
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have-gone along'ftep by fiep with they; 
make you to forget all your wants, and 
comfort you over every ſtrait ! 

'3.' Conlid. If it be bad now, it might 
have been worſe ,, hath God denied thee the 
comforts of this life ; he-might have denied 
thee Chriſt, peace and pardon alſo, andiben 
thy caſe had been woful indeed. You know 
God hath done fo to Millions in 'the 
World : How many ſuch wretched ob- . 
jeas may your eyes, behold every day, 
that have no comfort in hand, nor yet in 
hope, are miſerable here, and will be fo 
to eternity 3 that have'a bitter Cup, and 
nothing to ſweeten it, no, not ſo much 
as any hope that it will be better. But it is 
not ſo with you, though you be poor in 
this World , yet rich in faith, and beirs-of 
the Kingdom which God hath promiſed , 
James 2.5. O learn to ſet ſpiritual ri- 
ches over againſt temporal poverty. Bal- 


. lance all your preſent troubles with your 


ſpiritual priviledges. Indeed if God had 
denied-your ſouls the Robes of Righte- 
oufnels to cloath them, the hidden Man< - 
na to feed them 3:the heavenly Manti- 
ons to receive them, if your ſouls were 
left deſtitute , as wellas your bodies , you 
might 'well be penfive 3 but this confide- 
ration hath enough to bring the confſide- 

46 ; ring 
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dering Soul to reſt under any outward 
firait, *T'was bravely ſaid by . Luther , 
when want began, to.-pinch him , let ws 
be contented with our hard fare ( faith he ) 
for do not we feaſt with Angels upon Chriſt 
the bread of -life: And bleſſed be God 
( faith Paul ) who hath abounded to' us in 
all ſpiritual bleſſings, Eph. 1. 3. 

4. Conlid. This afflidion, though great, 
is not ſuch an affiitign but God hath far 
greater, with which he chaſtiſes the dearly 
' beloved of bis Soul in this World, and ſhould 
be remove this, and inflic thoſe, yau would 
account your preſent ſtate a very comforta= 
ble ſtate, and bleſs God tobe as now you are. 

What think you Sirs ? Should God re- 
move your preſent troubles, ſupply all 
your outward wants, give you the deſire 
of your hearts in Creature-comforts 3, but 
hide his face from you , ſhoot his- Arrows 
into your ſouls , and cauſe the venom of 
them to drink up your Spirits ? Should he 
leave you but -a few days to the Buf- 
feting of Satan and his blaſphemous 
injections; Should he hold your eyes but 
a few nights awaking with. horrors of 
Conſcience , toiling to and fro-till the 
dawning of the day? ſhould he lead' you 
through the Chambers of death? Shew 
you the Viſions of darkneſs? and -make 

| - his 
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his terrors ſet themſelves in array againſt 
you, then tell me if you would not <vant 
it a choice Mercy to be back again in your 
former necefſitous condition , with peace 


of. Conſcience 3 and count bread and wa- 
ter with Gods favour, a happy flate? © 
then ! take heed of repining. Say not, 
God deals hardly with you, leſt you pro- 
voke him-to convince you by your own 
ſenſe and feeling, that he hath worſe Rods 
than theſe for unſubmiſſive and troward 
Children. | 
5. Conſid. If it be bad now, it will be 
better Þortly. | 
O keep thy heart by that conſiderati- 
on! The Meal in the Barrel is almoſt 
ſpent; Well, be ic fo, why ſhoald that 
trouble: me ? If I am almoſt beyond the 
necd and uſe of all theſe things. The 
Travelfor hath ſpent almoſt all his Mo- 
ney , but a ſhilling or two' left, Well 
( faith he) thongh my Money be almoſt 
ſpent, yet my journey is almoſt finiſhed 
tooz Iam near home, and then ſhall be 
fully ſupplied. If there be no Candles in 
the houſe, yet *tis a comfort to think 
that it is almoſt day, and then there wilt 
be no nced of Candles , Iam afraid Chri- 
ſiian, thou miſ-reckoneſt thy felf, when 
thou * thinkett z wy proviſion is almoſt 
| H _ fpent 


" ſpent, and I have a great way to travel, 
many years to live, and nothing to live 
uponz it may be not half ſo many as 
thou ſuppoſeſtz in this be confident, if 
thy proviſion be ſpent, either freſh ſup- 
plies are coming ( though thou ſeeſt not 
from whence,) for thou art nearer thy 
journies: end than thou reckoneſt thy 
{elf to be. - Deſponding foul, dath ict 
become a man or woman travelling up- 
on the road to that heavenly City, and 
- almoſt arrived there, within a few days 
journie of his Fathers houſe , where all 


his wants ſhall be ſupplied, to take on 
thus about a little meat, drink or cloaths, 
which he fears he ſhall want by the way ? 
it was a noble ſaying of the 40 Martyrs , 
famous in the Eccleſiaſtical flory , when 
turned out naked in a froſty oigke to be 
' Karved to death 3 with theſe words they 


comforted one another Helupus 5 yEuny , | 


&c. the winter indecd is ſharp and cold, 
but Heaven is warm and comfortable ! 
here we ſhiver for cold , but Abrahams 
boſom will make amends for all E 
Obje&. 1. But I may die for want. 

_ $091. (1.) Whoever did ſo ? Where were 
the righteous forfaken? (2) If ſo, your 
Journey is ended, and you fully ſupplied. 

Obj. 2. But I am not ſure of that, o_ 


wnder outward flraite, &c. 99 
IT ſure of Heaven, it were another matter 
Sol. Are you not ſure. of that? then 


you have other matters to trouble your 


ſelves about than- theſe : Methinks, this 


| ſhould be the leaft of all your cares; I 


do not find that Souls perplexed and trou- 
bled about the want of Chriſt , pardon of 
ſin, &c. are uſually very anxious , or ſo- 
licitous about theſe things. - He that ſeri- 
ouſly puts ſuch queſtions as theſe : What 
{hall'I do to be ſaved ? How ihall I know 
my fin is pardoned ? Doth not uſually 
trouble himſelf with what ſhall I eat, 
What ſhall I drink 3 or wherewithal ſhall 
I be cloathed ? ef Ea | 
6. Confid. Doth it become the Children 
of ſuch. a Father to diſtruſt his All-ſafficien= 
cy, or repine againſt any of his diſpenſati- 
ons ? | 
Do you well to queſtion his care and 
love upon every new exigence 3. fay , 
have you not been aſhamed of this for- 
merly ? Hath not your Fathers ſeaſonable 
proviſions for you in former ſtraits, put 
you to the bluſh? and made you-retolve, 
never to queſtion, his love and care any . 
more, and yet will now renew your: un- 
worthy ſuſpicions of him again ? Diſ-in- 
genuous. child, reaſon thus with - thy 
ſelf, if I periſh for _ cf what is good 
2 | and * 
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and needful for me, ic maft either be 
"becauſe my Father knows not my . wants, 
' or hath not wherewith to ſupply them : 
or elſe regards not what becomes of me. 
 Whichoof theſe ſhall I charge upon him ? 
not the firſt, for Mark, 6. 32. My Fa- 
ther knows what IT have need of, my condi- 
tion is not hid from him : Nor the ſecond, 
for the earth is the Lords and the fulneſs of 
it, Pſal. 24- 1, His name is God All- 
ſufficient, Gen. 17. 1. Not the laſt, for, as 
a Father pities his Children, ſo the Lord 
pities them that fear him , Pal. 103.13. 
The Lord is exceeding pitiful, and of tendet 
"mercie, Jam. 5.11. He hears the young 
Ravens when they cry, Job. 38.41. and 
will he not hear me ? Conſider: ( faith 
Chriſt ) the fowls of the Air, Mat. 6. 26. 
Not the Fowls at the door, that are. every 
day fed by hand, but the fowls of the air, 
that-have none to provide for them. Doth - 
he feed and cloath his enemies,” and will 
he forget his Children ? he heard the ve- 
' ry cry of IÞmael in diſtreſs, Gen. 21. 17. 
. O my unbelieving heart ! Doſt thou: yet 
doubt ? Remember Hagar and the 
"Child. - 

7. Conlid. Tour Poverty is not your Sin, 
but your AfﬀiiGions only , if by finful-means 
you have not brought it upon your ſebpes ; and: 
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if it be but an affliction, it may be born the 
eafier for that. 


'Tis hard indced to bear an affliction * 


coming upon us as the fruit and puniſh- 
ment of {in z when men are under trou- 
ble upon that account, they uſe to fay, 
Q! if it were but a fingle affliction com- 
ing from the hand of God, by way of 
tryal , Icould bear it , but I have brought 
it upon my ſelf by ſin, it comes as the pu- 
niſhment of finz the marks of Gods dif- 
pleaſure are upon it, *tis the guilt within 
that troubles and galls, more than the 
want without. 


But it is not ſo here, and therefore you 


have no reaſon to be caſt down under it. 
Obje&; But though there be no (ting of 
guilt , yet this condition wants not other 
ſtings: as firſt the diſcredit of Religions T 
cannot comply with mine ingagements in the 
' World, and thereby Religion is like to ſuffer, 
Sol. *Tis well you have an heart to 
diſcharge every duty ,' yet if God diſable 
you by Providence » *tis no diſcredit to 
your Profeſſion, becauſe you do not that 
which/you cannot do, fo long as it is your 
 defire, and endeavour to do what you can 
and ought todo , and in this caſe, Gods 
wills: that lenity and forbearance be: ex- 
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ſupply them, 


2. Obje&ion. But it griever' me. to 
behold the - neceſſities of others whom 1 
was. wont to relieve and refreſh , but now 
cannot. X = | 

Sol. If you cannot, it ceaſes to be your 
duty , and God accepts the drawing out 
of your ſoul to the hungry in compaſſion 
and deſire. to help them, though you can- 
not draw forth a full purſe to relieve and 


3. Objection. | 
dition full of temptation, a ſore clog in the 
way to Heaven, | 

Sol. Every condition in the World , 
hath its clogs, and attending temptations; 
and were you in a proſperous condition , 
you might there meet with more tempta- 
tions and fewer advantages than you 
now have: for though I confeſs poverty 
hath its temptations as well as proſpe- 


.rity, yet 1 am contident, proſperity 


hath not thoſe excellent advantages that 


' Poverty hath 3 for here. you have an op- 


.. upon him , find enou 


portunity to diſcover the fincerity of 
your love toGod , when 'ygu can'live 
nd gh in him, and con- 
ftantly follow him, ' even when all exter- 
nal inducements- and motives: fail... And 
thus I haye ſhewed you how to keep 
your hearts from the temprations. and 
Sh | dangers 
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But I find ſuch a con- 
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dangers attending a poor and low condi= _ _ 
tion in the world ,, when want pinches , 
and the heart begins to fink, then im- 
proveand bleſs God for theſe helps to keep 
it. 

6. Seaſon. The ſixth ſeaſon of ex- 
preſſing this diligence in keeping the heart, 
is the oy of duty , when we draw 
nigh to God in publick,, private , or 
ſecret Daties , then 'tis time' to look, to. 
.the heart; for the vanity of the heart 
ſeldom diſcovers it ſelf more than at 
ſuch times, How oft doth the poor ſout 
cry out, O Lord how fain would I ſerve 
thee , but vain thoughts will not let me; 
I came to opett my heart j6 thee, to delight 
my ſoul in' communion with thee, but my 
corruptiont have ſet upon me: Lord rate 
off uheſe' vain thoughts , and ſuffer them 
not to proſtitute the ſoul , which is eſpou- 
ſed to thee, - before thy face. The ſixth Caſe 
then is this, -_ IL 

+, 6. Caſe, How the beart may be kept from 
diftrations by vain thoughts, in the time of 
Duty. | 
There is'a twofold diſtraftion , or - 
wandring of the heart in duty : (1.) Vo» 
luntary and habitual , Pſal.'7S. 8. They 
ſet nor their bearts aright , and their ſpirit 
war not fteadfaſt with God, This is the caſe 
Ns "HE H 4 | 
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of Formalifs, and it. proceeds .from the 
want of an holy bent , and inclination of 
the heart to God their hearts are under 
the power of .their luſts, and therefore *tis 
no wonder they go after their Luſts, even 
when they are.about- holy things , Ezek, 
33-3- (2) Involuntary and lamented 
diſtractions, Rom. 7.21, 24. I findthen 
4 Law, that when I would do good, evil is 
preſent with me, O wretched man that I am, 
&c. This proceeds not from. the want | 
of a holy bent and aim , but from the 
weakneſs and imperfe&tion, of grace, And 
in this caſe the. ſoul may: make. the like 
complaint againſt its own corruptions 
that Abijab did againſt Jeroboam, 2 Chron. 
' - 13. 6,7+ Tet Jcxoboam. the. Son. off Nebat 
2 riſen up againſt his, Lord , when Reho- 
boam was young and tender bearted, and 
could pod ragur them, and there are ga- 
#hered unto him vain. men the Children of 
| Belial. Grace hath-a dominion, but luſis 
are mutinons_and. ſeditious.,- during the 
infancy thereof, - But it is not my buſineſs 
to ſhew you how 'theſe diſtractions come 
Into the heart, but-rather how to. get, and 
keep them, out of the heart; in order 
. whereto, take theſe ten following helps. 

.. 1. Help. . Scqueſter . your. ſelves from 
all carthly imployments, and ſet; apart 
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', wind be laid and ſtorm be over: thy heart 


- _ pauſea while upon thy fins, wants, trou+ 


. © inthe time of duty, 103 


ſome time for ſolemn preparation, to 
meet God in Duty : You cannot come 
recking hot out of the World into Gods 
preſence , but you. will tind a tang; of it 
in your duties 3 it is with the heart a few 
Minutes fince plunged in the World, now 
at the feet of God, juſt as with the Sea \'Þ 
after a ſtorm, which Qtill. continues work- . $74 
ing, muddy, and *diſquict , though the _.- 


muſt-have ſome time to ſettle. There are 
few Mulicians that can take down a Lute 
or Viol, and play preſently upon it, with- 
out ſome time to tune itz there are few | 
Chriſtians can preſently ſay, as Pſal. 57. 
7. O God, my heart is fixed, it is fixed. . 
when thou goeſt to God in any duty, - take 
thy heart alide, and ſay, O my foul! lam - 
now. addrefling my {clf to the greatelt 
work that ever a Creature was imployed Wt 
about : Iam going into the awful pre- 
ſence of God about buline(s-of everlaliing” - 
moment. 
Oh my Soul ! leave trrifling now , be ©} FP 
compoſed , watchful, ſerious this is no_ 
common . work, *tis God-work-, Soul» _ +7 
work, Eternity-work 3 I ami now going 
forth bearing Seed, which will bring torth ' 
{Fruit- to life or death in the world-to come 
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\ bles, keep thy thoughts a while in theſe 


* » before thou addreſs thy ſelf to Duty. Da- 


vid firft 'muſed , and then ſpake | with his 
tongue: Pſal. 39. 3, 4. So Pfal. 45.1. 
My beart is inditing, &c. 

2. Help. .Having compoſed thy heart 
by. previous meditation, preſently ſer a 
-guard upon thy ſenſes, how often are 
poor Chriſtians in danger of lofing the 
eyes of their mind by thoſe of their body, 
- for this Job covenanted with his ſeuſes , 
Chap. 31:1. for this David prayed, Pſal. 
119.37, turn away mine eyes from beholding 
- vanity, and quicken thou me in thy way * this 

-may ſerve to expotind that myſtical Arabi- 
an Proverb which adviſes to ſhut the win- 


dows,” that the houſe may be light: *twere 


Excellent if you could fay in your on-ſets 


, upon duty , as an holy one once did., 
F >. whenhe came off from duty, Claudimin!, 
-, oculi mei claudimini, &c. Be ſhut' O my 


"eyes be ſhut ! for it is impoſſible you ſhould 


2 - ever ſee ſuch beauty and glory in any Crega- 
-. ture, as Thave now ſeen in God.” You had 
©, need avoid. all occaſions, of diſtration 


from without , for be fure you will meer 
_ enough from within , intention- of Spirit 
in the work of God locks us the eye and 
ear againſt vanity. 'When Marcellzs en- 
fred the gates of Syracuſe, Archimedes 
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Scheme , that he took no notice of the 
Souldiers when they entred his very ſtudy 
with drawn ſwords. a fervent cannot be 
a vagrant heart, ; 

3. Help. Beg of God a mortified fancy, 
aworking fancy ( faith one) how -much 
ſoever it be extolled among men, is a great 
{nare to the ſoul 3 except it work in fel- 
lowſhip with right reaſon, and a ſandj- 
fed heart: the phantaſie is a power of 
the Soul placed between the ſenſes and 
the underſtanding , *tis* that which firſt 
ſtirs it ſelf in the ſoul, and by its motions 
the other powers are ſtirred, *tis the com- 
mon ſhop where thoughts are firſt forged 
and framed, and as*this is, ſo are they, 
if imaginations be not firſt calt down; *tis 
impoſhble that every thought of the 
heart ſhould be brought into-obedience to 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10.5. this fancy is \natu- 
rally the wildeſt and moſt untameable 
power in the ſoul, Some Chriſtians: ( e= 


ſpecially ſuch as are of hot and dry conſti- 


tutions } have much to do with it. 

And truly , the more ſpiritual the heart 
is, the more *tis troubled about the vanity 
and wildneſs of it. O what a fad thing . 


'Itis ! that thy nobler.ſoul Muſt lacky up 


and - down after a yain roving fancy 
SIG that 


In the time of Duty. ' top + } 
' was fo intent about his Mathematical 
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F566 To keep the heart from, '&c. 
- © bles, keep thy thoughts a while in theſe 
' - before thou addreſs thy ſelf to Duty. Da- 


$ "HM 
Ns 


ered the gates of Syracuſe, Archimedes 


vid firft muſed , and then ſpake with bis 
tongue: Pſal. 39. 3, 4. So Pfal. 45. I. 
My beart is inditing, &c. 

2. Help. .Having compoſed thy heart 
by previous meditation, preſently ſer a 
-guard upon thy ſenſes, how often are 
poor Chriſtians in danger of lofing the. 
eyes of their mind by thoſe of their body, 


- for this Job covenanted with his ſenſes , 


Chap. 31: 1. for this David prayed, Pſal. 
119.37. turn away mine eyes from beholding 
vanity, and quicken thou me in thy way * this 


may ſerve to exponind that myſtical Arabi- 


an Proverb which adviſes to ſhut the win- 
-dows,” that the houſe may be light: *twere 
Excellent if you could fay in your on\ſets_ 


-.. "upon duty as an holy one once did., 


when he came off from duty, Claudimin!, 
oculi mei claudimini, &c. Be ſhut' O my 


" "eyes be ſhut! for it is impoſſible you ſhould 


ever ſee ſuch beauty and glory in any Creg- 


' * ture, as Thave now ſeen in God,” You had 


need avoid. all occaſions, of diſtration 
from without , for be fare you will meet 
enough from within , intention of Spirit 


| - "in the work of God locks us the eye and 


car againſt vanity. 'When Marcellns en- 


Was 
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Scheme , that he took no notice of the 
Souldiers when they entred his very ſtudy 
with drawn ſwords z-a fervent.cannot be 
a vagrant heart. 

3. Help. Beg of God a mortified fancy, 
aworking fancy ( faith one) how much 
ſoever it be extolled among men, is a great 
{nare to the foul 3 except it work in fel- 
lowſhip with right reaſon, and a ſanQi- 
hed heart: the phantaſie is a power of 
the Soul placed between the ſenſes and 
the underſtanding , *tis* that which firſt 
ſtirs it ſelf in the ſoul, and by its motions 
the other powers are ſtirred, *tis the com- 
mon ſhop where thoughts are firſt forged 
and framed, and as*this is, ſo are they; 
if imaginations be not firſt calt down; *tis 
impoſhble that every thought of the 
heart ſhould be brought into-obedience to 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10. 5. this fancy is -natu- 
rally the wildeſt and moſt untameable 
power in the ſoul, Some Chriſtians: ( e« 


| ſpecially ſuch as are of hot and dry confti- 


tutions } have much to do with it. 
And truly , the more ſpiritual the heart 
is, the more *tis troubled avout the vanity 


and wildneſs of it. O what a fad thing . 
' Itis ! that thy nobler ſoul muſt lacky up 


and - down after a yain roving fancy 
E478 that 


Tn the time of Duty. © Top + © 
was fo intent 'about his Mathematical 
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to? How tokerp the heart, Bc. 


” that ſuch a beggar ſhould get. on Horſe- 
back, and ſuch a Prince run after it on 
foot 3 that it ſhould call off the ſoul from 
attendance uppn God, when it is moſt 
{ſweetly engaged in communion with 
him : to proſecute ſuch vanities as it will 
ſtart at ſuch times before it ! beg earneſtly 
of God that the power of Sanctification 
may once come upon it, Some Chriſti- 
ans have attained ſuch.a degree of San- 
Ctification -of their fancies, that they 
have had much ſweetneſs left upon their 
hearts by the ſpiritual workings of it in 
the night ſeaſon : when thy fancy ismore 
mortified , thy thoughts will be more or- 
. derly.and fixed, | 
.  .4- Help. If thou would keep thy beart 
from thoſe vain excurſions, realize to thy 
Jef by faith, the boly and awful preſence of 
God in duties. | 

If the preſence of a grave man will 
compoſe us to a ſeriouſneſs, how much 
More the preſence of an holy , God ? 


= thinkeſt thou, thy ſoul durſt be ſo ga- 


-. ziſhand light , if the ſenſe of, a Divine 
Eye were upon | it? remember the place 
where thou art, is the - place of his-feet, 
Ia. 60.13, AG Faith upon the Omniſ- 
ciency of God.. All the Churches ſhall kyow 
that I am hethat ſeareheth the heart , 'and 

—_ | frm tryetb 


in the time of Duty, TOY + 
 tryeth the reins, aud will. give toevery one of © 
you according to your works ;, Rev. 2, 23, 
All things are naked and open'to the eyes of 
bim with whom we have to ab, Heb. 4. 12, 
realize his infinite holineſs 3 into what a 
{erious compoſed frame did the Gght of 
God in his holineſs put the ſpirit of the 
Prophet, 1/a. 6. 5. labour to get alſo upon 
thy heart due apprehenfions of the great- 
neſs of God , ſuch as Abraham had, Gen. 
18.27, T1 that am but duſt and aſhes, have 
taken upon me to ſpeak to God: And laſtly, 
remember the jealouſie of God, how ten- E | 
der he is over his worſhip , ' Lev. 10. 3: = : 
And Moſes ſaid unto Aaron this is that tbe { 
Lord ſpake, ſaying, T will be ſanflified in 52M 
them that come nigh me, and before all the _ | 
people Twill be glorified, 
A manthat is praying, ( ſaith Bernard) 
thould behave himſelf as if he were entring 
' into the Court of Heaven, where he ſees the 2 
Lord upon his Throne, ſurrounded with tes . 81 
thouſand of his Angels, and Saints mint= i" 
ftring unto him. When thou comelt from  ' » Þ 
a duty , in which the heart hath been'tay- 
ing and wandring, thou mayeſt fay, . 
verily God was in this place,and I knew ic 
not. Suppoſe all the impertinencies 1 
and vanities which have paft through 3 
thine heart in a duty were written out , 
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and interlined with thy pctitions; couldfſt 
thou have the face to preſent it to God ? 
ſhould thy - tongue but utter. all the 
thoughts of thy heart in Prayers would 
not men abhor thee? Why, thy thoughts 
are vocal to God, Pſal. 139.2. If thou 
wert petitioning, the King fot thy life , 
would it not provoke him to ſee thee 
playing with thy band-ſtrings , or catch- 
ing every flic that lights upon thy cloaths , 
whiles thou art ſpeaking to him about ſuch 
ſerious matters? O think ſadly upon that 
Scripture , Pſal. 87.7. God is greatly to 


. be feared in the Aſſemblies of bis Saints , 


and to be had in reverence of all that are 
round about bing, Why did God deſcend 
in chudrings lightnings 3. and. dark 
clouds upon Siri, Exod. 19. 16,18, 
Why did the Mountains ſmoak under 
him ? the people quake and tremble round 


about him, yea Meſes himſelf not ex- 


empted 3 bug to. teach the people that 
great truth, "Web a8 9. Let uw have 


nd 


race, whereby Bebe him acceptably 


with reverence atHTwa 


« 
* 4 


be reduced to a more ſerious frame. 
5. Help. Maintain a praying frame of 
beart it the intervals of duty ; What is the 
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Year, for our. God 
. preſent God thus be- | 
- * fore thee, and thy vain heart will quickly 


| 


- 


reaſon our hearts are ſo dull, careleſs /and _ 


wandring , when we-come -to hear. or _ 
pray , but becauſe there have been ſuch 


long intermiſfions in our communion 


with God ; by reaſon whereof the heart 


is out of a praying frame 5 if that ſpiri- 


tual warmth , thoſe. holy impreſſions we | 


carry from God in one duty , were but 


preſerved to kindle another duty, jc" ' 


would be of marvelous advantage to 
keep the heart intent, and ſerious with 
God, . 9 fy 

To this purpoſe thoſe intermediate 
ejaculations , betwixt fiated and folemn 
duties , are of moſt {weet and excellent 
uſe ; by theſe, .one duty is as it were link- 
ed to another', and ſo the ſoul ait were 
wraps up it ſelf in achain-of duties. That 
Chriſtian ſeldom miſſes his mark in fos+ . 
lemn duty, thatſhoots up many of theſe 


darts in the interval of dufy3 *tis an ex-. 


cellent commendation Chriſt beſtows. up- 
on the Spouſe, Cant. 4.11. Thy lips O my 


Spouſe drop as the honey Comb; upon which '* - 3 
Text one gives this ſweet note, the honey *: | 
Comb drops actually but ſometimes ,, but 


it always hangs fullof ſweet, drops ready 


to fall * if_ our <jaculations were more, . 
--our lamentations 


* 


upon this account would 
be {ewers - | | 


| 6. Help: : 
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* have thy diftrattions cured. 
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6. Help. Endeavour to — and raiſe 


thy affetions to God in duty,i 


A dropping.eye and a melting heart , 
are ſeldom troubled: as others upon this 
account, when the foul is intent about any 


work, it, gathers in its ſtrength , and 
bends all the thoughts about it 3 and 


when it is deeply affefted 3 it will be in- 
rentz. the. affections... command the 
thoughts to go after theth, deadneſs cau- 
ſes diſtraction , and diftradtion —_— 
deadneſs3 qpuld you but look upon du- 
ties as Mmaltdics of dren in 
which you walk with God , where your 


-, | Sole may be filled with thoſe raviſhing 5 


and matchlefs delights that are in his pre- 


Fence, your Soul would not offer to ftir 
from thence. 


It is with the heart in daty,, as it is 


with thoſe that dig. for Gold Oar 3 
they try. here , and. ting 


gnamg none , tr 
there ; and ſo, ga! Hee ro. Jace» ll 
at-laſt they hit upon the rich Vein', and 
there they: fir down. If thy heart could 
but once hit the rich Vein in Duty, it 
would dwell 'and © abide there with 'de- 


tight and conſtancy. O how T love thy 


Law, itis my Meditation day and 'night ! 


Pſal. 119. 97. The Soul. cotild _y 
7 OR ay 


” 3 4 8 


thou wouldft 
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day and night upon its knees . whe 
its Delights, Loves, and Deſires, are in- 


gaged, | What's the reaſon, your hearts | 


are ſo ſhuffling, eſpecially in ſecret, duties ? 
Why are you ready to be gone almoit. as 
ſoon as you are come into:the preſence of 
God ? but becauſe your afte&ions are not 
ingaged. 9 


7. Help. Mourn over the matter to God, 


and call in aſſiſtance from Heaven > when 
vain thoughts aſſault thy heart in Duty. 


When the Meſſenger. of Satan butfe- 


ted Paul by wicked injedtions , as is ſup- 
poſed, he goes to God, and mourns over 
it before him, 2 Cor. 12. 8. Never ſlight 
wandring thoughts in duty as ſmall mat- 
ters; follow every vain thought with a 
deep ſigh, turn thee to God with ſuch 


words as theſe, Lord I. came hither to. 


ſpeak with thee, and here a buke' Devil, 
and a vain heart conſpiring together, have 


ſet upon me. O my God; what a heart : 


have I? fhall I never wait | upon thee 
without diſtration ! when ſhall I enjoy 
an hour of free Communion with thee ? 
help me my God this once, do but dif- 
play thy glory, before mine eyes 3 ung 
my heart ſhall - quickly be recoyered:: 


Thou knoweſt I came hither. to enjoy 


thee, and ſhall I go away without thee / 
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"Gev' "Hh thi heart X te poor. Child 
works towards thee ! firives to' get near 
thee but cannot : my heart is aground , 
come thou North wind, . blow South wind, O 
. for a freſh gale now 'from thy Spirit; to 
"ſet my affections afloat ! couldſi thou 
' but thus affetionately bewail thy diftra- 
Qions to God, thou mighteſt obtain help 
- -21d' deliverance from them: He would 
. -.. *fay to Satan and thine imperious Luſts 
by is Abaſhuerus (aid of Haman, what will he 
Y "force the Queen before my face; Who 
= + arc theſe, that ſet upon my Child in my 

"Work, and Preſence ? 

8. Ho. Lock upon the ſncceſs and 
reno by duties, as very much depen- 
$i þ upon the eeping of thy bearg, cloſe with 

in them. \... 

' Thefe two things, the (itceſs, and 
"ſweetneſs of duty , are as dear to a Chri- 
"Fan as his-two-cyes., and both of theſe 
E*. -moſt neceſſarily be loſt ; if the heart be 
+ "oft in duty, Fob 35. I 3. Surely God 
ay beareth not vanity, neither doth the Almighty 
regard j % : the Promiſe ONE _ heart 
.enpage er. 29. 13. "then ſhatt--you-ſeek | 
F: Ferns when ye ſhall yg 
wal your b:art Well wo.” Where | 
ou- angeſt thy heart under*the pawer 
Work vi "and came - fay F-: hy. 
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heart now ! .my -praying times are the, : 
choiceſt parts, the golden ſpots of all 
my. time : could I up: this heare. 
with God, I might a obtain ſuch -mer- "y 
Cies as would be matter fora long to all e> Th 
ternitys ler 2 
9. Help; Look upon it as a great diſco= 
very of the ſincerity , or- bypoeriſie of your 29 
| bearts according as you find them careful s » #0 
' er careleſs inuhis matter. .* LY 
_ Nothing will ſtartle an upright. heare "2M 
more than this: What , ſhall I give way x 
to a cuſtomary wandring of. heart froj - be 
God ? Shall the ſpot of the Hypocth 


> 


appear upork my 'Soul ? _ they pager: £ 
can drudge on in the round of du 7 
never regarding the frames of hee 6 


hearts , Ezek. 33. 31, 32+ but. ſhall, . 
doſo? Whey men come into the. pres. 
ſence Chamber , and the King is:-nat © 
there 3;; they bow to the empty Chair., @ 
never let m6 be ſatisfied with empty dus » 
ries never let me take my Teave of ,@ | 
duty, el mine eyes have ſeen the- King 1 
| oy and of Hoſts. \_*, 
© AO 2: Jelp. Loſtly, it wil beof ſpecial uf; = 
#k heart with God. in duties, to confi 
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'" * Theſe are your ſeed "times, and what 
.you ſow in your duties in 'thisworld,you 
«, muſt look to reap. the fruit of it in ano- 
"ther World';, Gal. 6, 7, 8. "if you fow to 
"the fleſh , of that- you ſhall reap cbrrup- 
tion : but'if to theſpirit, life everlaſting : 
O my ſoul, anſwer ſeriouſly 3 wouldf 
* Thoubewilling to reap the fruit of vani- 
ty, in the World to come ? dareſt thouf 
Tay, When thy thoughts ' are roving to 
the ends of the earth in duty, when thou 
Tearce - mindeft what thou fayeſt or 
heareſt, now Lord, Iam ſowing to the 
*Spirit, now I am providing and laying 
up for eternity, 'now. I am ſeeking for 
. Glory, Honor ,, and Immortality , now 
" FTamfiriving toenter in at the ſirait Gate, 
now I am taking the kingdom of Hea- 
ven by an holy violence ? O ſuch a conſi-| 
deration'as this , ſhould make the multi-| 
tudes of vain thoughts: that preſs in up- 
on_ thy heart'in duty , to fly ſeven' ways 
"before it: and thus T haye-ſhewen you, 
-\ howto keep your hearts, in'the times of 


_— 


% 


uty. _ | 

' 7.-Seaſon. The ſeventh Seaſon call- | 

mg for more than common diligence q 
* #0 keep the ' heart is, whin we veceivt 

injuries ad abuſes done to men, - futh ir | . 


the depravedneſs and corruptioi of manu 
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ia his collapſed. t that homo homj- 
ni lupus, oue man it become a Wolf; 
a Tyger. to another : They are as the Pro- 
phet complains, Hab. 1. 14. _ As the fiſh= 


Y cs of the Sea, and as the creepin e's 


that have no Ruler over them, and as wick- 
ed men are cruel and oppreſſive one to_'ano= 
ther , ſo they conſpire together to abu 

and wrong the people of God, as the 


ſame Prophet complains, verſe 13. the 


wicked devoureth the man that is more 
righteous than he. Now when we are thus 
abuſed and wronged, *tis bard.to keep thy 
heart from revengeful motions : to make” it. 
meekly and quietly to commit the cauſe to 
bim that judgeth righteouſly, to exerciſe no 
other affeftiion but pity towards them that 
abuſe us. Surely the Spirit that is in, us 


 Iufteth to revenge , but it muſt not be [o: 


you have choice belps in The Goſpel to keep h 
down your bearts from ſuch ſinful motions 
againlt your enemies, and to ſweeter "your 


imbittered Spirits, The ſeventh caſe there= 
8 fore ſhall be thix. TO 


beart from revengefnt motions , under the . 

greateſt injuries and abuſes from men? . 
The Goſpel indeed allows a liberty to 

vindicate our innocency , and- afſert, our 

not to vent our corruptions 

EL. ks ho hens 


rights 3 but not 
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and invade Gods right , when therefore 
thou findeſt thy heart begin to be inflamed 
" by reverigeful motions » preſently apply 
the following remedies and the firſt is 
this. Fs 
' T7. Remedy. Urge upon thy heart the ſe- 
were probibizions of revenge 'by the Law of 
God. Remember that this is forbidden 
ruit , how- pleaſing and luſcious ſoever | 
ſt be to our vitiated appetites : Oh faith 
nature, revenge is ſweet; Oh but faith 
God, the effes thereof ſhall be bitter; 
How plainly "hath God interdi&ed this 
fleſh-plcafing fin, Prov. 29.22. Say not 
1 will recompence evil , Prov. 24,22. Say\ 
ot, Twill do ſo to bim as he hath done to me. 
Rom. 12.17. | Recompence to no man evil 
fir evil, and v. 19, Avenge not your ſelves 
but rather give place to wrath : Nay that's 
® not all, . but Prov. 25.21. If thine exemy 
Þunger, feed bin, if be thirſt, give him drink, 
The word feed him, as Criticky obſerve, 
bgnifies to feed chearfully and tenderly , 
2s birds do their young ones: The 
Scripture is a great friend to the peace | 
and tranquillity of humane Societies, 
which can never be preſeryed if revenge 
be not depoſed; it was. wont to be an 
argument "urged by. the Chriſtians to 
Prove thelr *Keligion tobe |» Crapo 
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re and pure, that it forbids revenge which 
4 | '5 {© ſweet to. Nature and verily *tis a 


thouſand pitics ſuch an argument ſhould' 
be loſt, Well then awe your hearts with 
the authority of God in theſe Scriptures : 
and when carnal reaſon faith, mine ene- 
my deſerves to be hated , let Conſcience 
reply, but doth God deſerye, to be dif 
obeyed ? thus > and thus he hath done, 
and fo he hath wronged me; but what 
hath God done that I ſhould wrong him? 
if he dare be fo bold as to break the peace, 
ſhall T be ſo wicked to break the precept 2 
if he fears not to wrong me 3 ſhall not I 
fear to wrong God? Q let the fear of 
Gods threatnings repreſs ſuch finful mo- 
tions. | 
2. Remed. Set before your eyes the moſt 
_ eminent patterns of meekneſs and forgiveneſs 
that 'your ſouls may fall in love with it. © 
This is the way: to cut off. thoſe com- ' 
mon pleas of the Fleſh for revenge: as _ 
thus, no man would bear ſuch an aftront3 
Yes, ſuch and ſuch have born as bad and 
worſe. I ſhall be reckoned a coward 3: a 
fool, if I-paſs by this : no matter, as long 
as I follow the examples of the' wileſt,, 
and holieſt of men: Never did any ſuffer 
more and greater abuſes from men, than 
Chriſt did , and never did any carry it 
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bo The beart kept ſrom revenge 
- © more peaceably and forgivingly, Ifa. 53.7. 
He or ppraſſed; p97 oy led, Jet be 
pered not his mouth , he is brougbt ara 
hub to the ſlqughter, 8c, This pattern the 
Apoſtle ſets before you for your imitation, 
1 Pet. 2.21, 22,23. For'even herenun- 
#0 are. you called, becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuf- 
Fered for us, leaving us an example that we 
ſhould follow his ſteps : Who when he was | 
reviled, reviled not again, when he ſuffered, 
be threatned not butcommitted bimſelf to him: | 
#bat judgeth righteouſly. - To be of a meek 
forgiving Spirit is Chriſt-like , God-like, 
then ſhall.you be the Children of your Father 
which is i Heaven, for he maketh his Sun | 
fo riſe upon the evil, and npon'the good, and 
Sendeth rain on the juſt , and on the unjuſt, 
_ Mat. 5.45. How eminently alſo did 
this Spiric' of Chriſt reſt upon his Apo- 
ſtlesz never were there ſuch men upon 
Earth for' trus excellency of _ Spirit. 
None were ever abuſed more, or ſuffered 
'their -abyſcs berter ; Being reviled ( ſay 
they ) we bleſs, being perſecuted, we ſuffer 
. it, being d:famed, we intreat, 1 Cor. 4. 
12. 13. Mir, Calvin though a man of a 
-quick ſpirit,.yet had attained ſuch a degree 
of this,Chriſt-like forgiveneſs, that when 
Luth&Had uſed ſome oprobrious language 
of him, 'the good man ſaid no more _- 
> RY his 


4g. 


Under wrongs and injuries "121 - 
this z although he ſhould call-me a' Devil, 
yet I will acknowledge him to be an emi- 
nent Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, 3. 


the I have often heard it reported of Holy 
n, Mr. Dod, that when one, enraged at his 


cloſe convincing Doctrine, pick*t a quar- 
rel with him, ſmote him on the face, and 
daſhed out two of his teeth , this meek. 
ſervant of Chriſt ſpat out the teeth, and: 
blood into his hand , and ſaid, fee here, © 
you have knockt out two of my teeth , 


ek and that without any juſt provocation 3 
e, but on condition T might 'do your ſoul 
er good, I would 'give you leave to daſh ® } 


«mn ( out all the reſt; here is the excellency'of 
a Chriſtians Spirit, above a}l the attain-. 
ments of Moral Heathens:- thouh they 
were excellent at many other things, yet 
they could - never attain this forgiving 
Spirit: it is the firſt office of Juſtice 
( faid Twlly,) to hutt no body, unleſs firſk 
provoked by an injury , whereupon La- 
Hantins, O quam ſfimplicem veramque ſen- 
; tentiam duorum verhorum, adjefione corru« 
| pit ! What a dainty ſentence ſpoited "the 
Orator by adding thoſe two. laſt words ! 
ſirive then for this excellency of Spirit , 
which is the proper excellency of Chri- 3 
Kians , do ſome tingular thing that others 7 
cannot do,'and then you will ' have a 
forts | telti-- 


” 222 " To keep th e beart from r revenge 

teſtimony in their - conſciences : When 

Mvſes out-did the Magicians , they were 

: forced to confeſs the finger of God in that 
| buſineſs. 

3. Remedy. Conſider well the quality f 
the perſon that wronged thee , cither he is 
a good man ora, wicked man that hath 
- done thee the injury : if he be a good 

man, there is a light and tenderneſs in his 
Conſcience , and that will bring him at 
laſt to a. ſenſe of the evil he hath done 
however Chriſt hath forgiven him greater 
injuries than theſe, and why ſhouldeſt not 
- thay? will not Chriſt. upbraid him, with 
any of thoſe wrongs done to him but 
frankly forgive him all? and wilt thou 
take him by the throat for ſome petty abuſe 


=. * thathehathdone to thee ? 


.- Or is he a wicked man? if fo, truly 
.you had more need to exerciſe pity than 
* xevenge towards him, and thatupon a 
double account : for I. he is belide him- 
ſelf, fo indeed is every unconverted ſinner, 
Lxke 15.17. ſhould you go into B:dlam 
and there hear one rail at you, another 
-mock you, and a third threaten you , 
would you fay ! I would be revenged upon 


” them? no, you would rather go away 


E,. tying, them. Alaſs poor Creatures they 


.- RE of their wits, and know not what 


they 


LIES 


" Under wrongs and injuries 123 | 
they do. Beſides, (2) there is a day | 
coming, if they repent not, when "they 
will have more miſery than you can find 
'in your hearts to wiſh them : you need 
not ſiudy revenge 3 Gods vengeance ſleep- 
_ eth not, and will ſhortly take place up- 
on them , and is not that enough ? have 
they not -an eternity of miſery coming ?. 
if they repent not, this muſt be the por- 
tion'of their cup, and if ever they do re-: 
pent, they will be ready to make you re- 
paration. / | 

' 4+ Rem. Keep down thy heart by this 
conſideration, that by revenge thou canſt but 
ſatisfie a Iuſt ,” but by forgiveneſs thou ſhalt 
conquer a luſt, 

Suppoſe, by revenge thou ſhouldeſt de- | 
ſroy one enemy, I will ſhew thee how 
by forgiving thou ſhalt conquer three-3 
thine own luſts,the Devils temptations;and. _ 
thine enemies heart: and is not this a 
more glorious Conqueſt ? if by revenge 
thou overcome thine enemy, yet (as 
Bernard (aid ) infelix viforia ubi ſuperans 
virum , ſucenmbit vitio: unhappy victo- 
Ty, when by overcoming another man, 
"thou art overcome by thine own corrup- 
tion; but this way you may obtain a. 

lorious coriqueſt indeed. What' an ho+ 
"nourable and dry victory did Dazid-this 


rt from revenge 


Wh way baho over Saf * I Sam. 24+ 16, 17, 
= _ Anditcameto paſs when David had meds 
WW encnd of ſpeaking theſe words , that Saul 
= - It wp his voice and wept and be ſaid to 

' David, thow art more righttous than I, 

It muſi be avery dilingenuous nature 
indeed, upon which meckneſs and for- 
giveneſs will not work, a ſtony . heart 

E. _ which this fire will not melt; to this ſenſe 
is *. , Is that, Prov. 25.21. if thine enemy hunger 
th JT him: if he tbirſt, give bim drink, for i is 

7 doing this ſhalt heap coals of fire upon his 

bead .- Some will have it a Sin-puniſhing 

- fury but others an heart-melting fire 3 to 

.be ſure, it will either melt his heart, or 
.. aggravate his milery. Auguſtin thinks that 

Steven's Prayer for his enemies, was the 

© gxeat means of Pau{'s Converkion. 
| . Rem. Seriouſly propound this que- 
> Rion to thy own beart, have 1 got any good by 

the wrong and injurie received, .or bque 

T 29+ 2 It they have.done you no good, 
turn the revenge upon your ſelves. O that 
 Thould have ſuch a bad heart , that can 
tood out of ſuch trouble , O that 
, © my Spirit ſhould be ſo unlike to Chriſts,! 
k EI Hatienes and meekneſs of other Chri- 
| Nians have turned all the injuries thrown 
=  atthem into. precious ſtones:3 the ſpirics 
F pu. others have been raiſed in bleſſix 
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"-IDnder wrongt and injuries. "25 © 
God when they. have been loaded: with : 
| reproachesby the world, they have bound 
them as an ornament to their necks. Sx- 
perbus fie ( (aid Luther ) quod video nomen 
peſſimum mibi creſcere. 1 could even be 
proud upon it, that I have a bad name a« 
mong wicked men: to the ſame puxpoſe 
Ferome (ſweetly, Gratias ago Deo meo quod- 
dignus ſum quem mundus oderit. 1 thank 
my God,. thatT am worthy to be hated of 
the World: -Thus their hearts were pro- 
voked by injuries to magnify God, and 
bleſs him for them: it it work . contrary 
with me I have cauſe enough to be filled 
with ſelf-diſplacency. 
© If you have got any good by them, if 
the reproaches and wrongs you hay re- 
ceived, have made you fearch your 
hearts the more, watch your ways the 
more narrowly ; if their wronging you 
have made you ſee how you have wronged + # 
God , then let me fay for them as Part -* 2 
did-for himſelf, pray forgive-them this ':- 
'wrotg- 7 | _ 
What can you not find an heart to for- 
give one that hath been inſtrumental of 
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ſo much:good to you,that's firange ! what | .» 


thohgh-they meant it for evil, yet if. 


God have turned ic to 'good 3: you haye © 


no” merereaſon' to rage againſt the ins } 
MES... ſtrument- ., s 
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226 The heart ks Wow revenge 
' Arument, than he had, who received a 
wound from his enemy which only brake 
>* and let out that impoſthume, which'other- 
wiſe had been his death. 
6. Rem. *Tis of excellent wſe to keep the 
beart from revenge, to lock, up and eye the 
firſt cauſe by which all our troubles are order 

ed. 
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This will calm and meeken our Spi- 
- rits quickly 3 never did a wicked tongue 
try the patience of Saint , more than 
David's was tried by that railing Shimei: 
yet the Spirit of this good man was not 
. #tall poiſoned with. revenge , though he 

s along curſing and caſting ſtones at 
: be all the way 3 yea, though 4biſhai 
”  offerifyi David, if he pleaſed, the head 
- of that;enemy 3 but the King aid, What 
'” have Tto do with you ye Sons of Zerviah > 

© $0 let him curſe becauſe the Lord hath ſaid 
: Y _ tnto bim, curſe David > Pho ſhall then ſay 
= wherefere bait thou done ſo ? Tt may be God 
-.  nſcs him as his Rod to laſh me; becauſe I by 
I Fg my. fin made his enemies to blaſpheme 
him, and ſhall I be angry with the Rod ? 
| Howirrational were that ?. This allo was 

" it that quieted Fob he doth notrail and: * 

'Yow revenge upon:the Caldeans and. Sigh; 
" »Deanr , but eyes' God as. the 'orderey:4 
- thoſe cxoubles, and is quict. Wt : at 
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. ® Wpder wrongs and injuries. 129 |». 
taken away, bleſſed be bis name, Job 1.27. 
Objea. But you will ſay, To twn 4. 
fide whe right of a mano ſubvert @ may in 
his cauſe , the Lord approveth not, Kams 
«36. Th 
, Anſw. True, but though it fall not un- _.* 3 
der his approving, yet it doth under his _ 
permitting will, and there is a great argu- 
ment for quiet ſubmiffion in that : nay , 
he hath not only the permitting, but” the 
ordering of all thoſe troubles: did we ; 
fee more of an holy God, we. ſhould - 4 
ſhew leſs of a corrupt nature in ſuch 73 
trials. Ad 50s 52 6 OR 
1 _ 7. Rem. Conſider bow you daily wrong ©. 
God, and you will not be ſo eafily enflamed- +, _ 7 
with revenge againſt others that have wrong= ' 
ed you. Ee 
You are daily grieving and wronging | 
God, and yet he bears, forgives, and will _ 
not take vengeance upon you, and'wilt- 3 


you be fo quick in avenging your” ſelves; ©. 7 


* 
- 
3: 


} 


:k 
by 


upon others ? O what a-ſharp and terrible.” ©. 
rebuke is that , Mat. 18. 32, 33. * Ob + 


thou wickgd, and ſloathful ſervant ; I forgave” © © 
#hee dll that debt becauſe thou defiredit' me;- *, 
ſhouldit uot thou alſo bave ha4compaſſion'on* * ** 
\ | #by fellow ſervant, even as Thad pityupon* 1.1 
#bje? None ſhould be filled with bowels' 


6 
*#- WV 


' ef pityforbearance,: and mercy, to'faek 
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| 128 Thehearthept from revenge 
TEE - ' as wrong them, as thoſe ſhould be that 


have experienced the riches of mercy 
- themſelyes : Methinks the Mercy of God 
'to us ſhould melt our very bowels into 
Mercy over. others : *Tis impoſſible we 
cah be cruel to others, except we forget 
how kind Chriſt hath been to us: thoſe 
that have found Mercy ſhould ſhew Mer- 
cy : if kindneſs cannot work , methinks 
| fear ſhould; if ye forgive not men their treſ- 

paſſes, neither will your Father forgive you 
your treſpaſſes, Mat. 6. 15. 

8. Rem. Laſtly, Let the confi deration of 
the day of the Lord which araweth nigh, 
withhold your bears from EG_ it by 

as of revenge. 
_... Why are you ſo quick ? > isnot the Lord 
athand, to avengeall his abuſed ſervants? 
+ Be patient therefore \ my Brethren unto the 
= coming of the Lord: behold the Husband- 


- * manwaiteth, ec; Be ye alſo patient, forthe 


coming of the Lord draws aigh: grudge not 
ofte againſt another, Brethren, leſt you be con- 
demned. are-o the judge ſftandeth at the 
door, Jam. 5.7>3,9. This Fext affords 
FO three arguments againſt reyenge (1!) The 
» .Eords near approach: (2 ) The: exampte 
- , of the Husbandmans patience. (.3;)*The 
- danger we draw upon our ſelves by -Anti- / 


I "eve Gods. : Inderacnr , - ae is 
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ook Objettions, anſwered, 4 2 2 9 | 
mine , faith the Lord, he will diſtribute 
juſtice. more equally and impartially, chan 
you can. They that: believe they have 3 
God to right: them3.. will not ſo much 


+ wrong themſelves as to avenge. their own 


wrongs. 


I. Obj. But fleſh and blood is not able to 
bear. ſueh abuſes., . | 

Sol. If you reſolye to confale fleſh and 
blood in ſuch caſes, and'do no more but 
what that will enable you to doz never 
pretend to Religion... Chriſtians muſt 'do 
ſingular and ſupernatural things 

2. Obj. But if I pack, up ſach abnſes, 
T ſhall be reckoned a: fool; "4nd every one will 
trample upon me. _ 

Sol, 1.:You may be reckoned foamong 
fools; but-God and good men-wjll account 
it your wiſdom, and the excellency.. of 
your Spirits, 

2..It muſtbe a -baſe ſoixit indeed; that 
will trample upon a meek and forgivin 
Chriſtian. And thus learn. to keep, your 
hearts from revenge » under all Prayorafir. 
Ons: 


\ $, Seaſon» The next Seaſon in. "whic 


ms re. im danger of loſing our hepres's 


when.. we meet with great; croſſes 
a”  propacations : : Then. fi infpt paſroy 
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1230 Howto keep ihe beart patient 
fault of many good men , to be of baſty 
and quick Spirits, © when provokgd 5 
though they dare- not concoti anger into 
malice, for that would be a now of 
wickednels3 yet are they very incident to 

BI ſudden anger , which is a fign 

Brr4 in Vit. of weakneſs.  Beza #n the 
Cal. p. 109. life of Calvin obſerves that 
e was of a keen and haſty 

S Spirit: and be that writes 
Icon Eamero» the. life of great Cameron , 
Ye ſaith, That his anger © was 
| ſoon ſtirred towards bis , near 
and familiar friends , but then-he would 
eafily oppoſe it, and acknowledge bis 
weakneſs ; Alaſs , when provocations and 
zryals of our Patience come', we know not 
- © Wha Spirits we are of, The eighth caſe 

#herefore is ther. 

8. Caſe. How the heart may be kept 
week, and patient under great croſſes and 
provogations. 

* There are three ſorts of anger, natural, 
holy, and ſinful anger. (1) Natural, which 
.  Hothing elſe but the motion of the iraſ- 

IE appetite towards -an - offenſive ob- 
5eR3 and this in it (elf is no fin,' they are 
propaſſions rather than paſſions ;/ the in- 
 felicities, rather than the ſins of Natpre, 
as Jerome calls them : Reaſon ( Wells: 
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. Chriſt not ſo: + That which the World 


wder provocations to anfer, 15t 
tarch ) is the Driver, the Soul is the Cha- 
riot \ and the two Horſes that draw it 'on 
in all its motions,” are_the concupiſcible 
and iraſcible appetites 3 whilſt theſe are 
rightly managed by Reaſon , .they ate 
not only lawful , but very uſeful roche 
Soul. God would not have.us to be flu- 
pid and inſenſate, though he would have 
us to be meek and patient. In Epbe. 4. 26. 
he allows the natural motion , but forbids - 
the ſinful _ cxorbitancy. (2 ) Holy anger 
which is 2 pure flame, kindled by an” 
Heavenly ſpark of love to God, and in 
Scripture is called Zeal; which-is ( as one 


| faith ) the Dagger which: Love draws' in 


Gods quarrel. -Such was Let's agairift the- / 
Sodomites , and that of Moſes againfi-the 
Idolatrous Iſraelites. When Servetas '. 
condemned Zwinglius for his rafhneſsy 
his anſwer was , 1n alis manſuetusero,'im _ 
blaſphemis in Chrifttums, non ita5in other 
caſes I will be mild; but-in the caufe of - 


{ calls Moderation and MildneG here, is 
. in Gods account ſtupidity and cowardlis © 


neſs, neither of thele are that: which T | 
am now. perſwading you to -keep'yout 


— hearts'agkinſ But (3) there is finkul 
paſſion; that is the thing which endangers 

} your: - Now Anger: becomes finful whet / 
(128 KR-2 "tis. 


132 Howto keep the beart patient, 
*tis cither -cauſleſs , Mat. 5. 22. or exceſ- 
ve , and that either in meaſure or 
time , exceeding the value of the ,injpul- 
five cauſe, be it more tranſient or abiding, # 
yet it is a fin, and-is matter of humiliation 
before God. Now the means .to keep the 
heart from it - under provocations- are 
thele. | 

Means. '1. Get low and humble thoughts | 
ef your ſelves, and then _you will bave meek | 
ſpirits and peaceable deportments towards o- 
tbers. - . | | 

The humble is ever the patient man, 
Pride is the root of Paſſion, alofty, will be 
a ſurly ſpirit : Bladders blown up with 
wind, will not lie cloſe together : But 
_ prick them, and you may pack a thouſand 
in a ſmall room , . only by Pride cometh 
contention, Prov. 13. 10. When we 
-over-rate our ſelves, then we think we | 
are unworthily treated by others, and 
that ' provokes; and here ( by the way ) 
take notice of one great benefit of ac- 
guaintance with your own hearts, even 
the meckning and calming. of our Spirits. 
\ Chriſtian:,, methinks thou ſhouldeſt know 
4o-much by thy ſelf, that *tis impoſſible 
any ſhould lay thee lower , or have baſer 
thoughts of, thee than thou haſt, of thy 
{elf.. Some :render- the original" of. that 
5H ES. . Text, 
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Text, Hab. 2,5. Thus the proud mais is. 
as be that tranſgreſſeth by wine, and drunk< 
ards you kriow are quarrelſome :. O get 
more humility , and that will: bring your 
& more Peace. OD 

Means 2. - Be often ſweetning "your ſþi- 
rits, in communion with God,” and they will 
#0t eafily be imbittered with wrath towards 


men. | 
> A quict Carſcience never produced an 
0. FF unquiet Converſation; The peace of God 


doth Bez&wev rule in the heart, as an 
Umpire in appeaſing ſtrifes., for ſo much 
that word, Col. 3. 15. - imports; wrath 
s and ſirife are hugely, oppoſite - to the' 
frame and temper Of a ſpiritual heart}, 
becauſe inconſiſtent with the delight and 
contentment of that Dove-like Spirit, 
which loves a ſedate and quiet Breaſt. O 
faith a Soul, that feeds upon the' ſweet 
Communion of the Spirit , ſhall the 
ſparkles of provocations now catch in 
my paſſions ,' and raiſe ſuch a ſmoak in my 
foul as will offend and drive* away the 
Comforter from'me? This is fo cffeQual 
a remedy againſt Paſſion, that I 'durſt 
almoſtvencure' in a: Chriſtian of an haſty 
natiire' to -make long-ſuffering a ſign. of 
_  Communionwith God.-"' Seeſt thou ſuch. 
x Chriftian' quict and calm under pro- 
we : R 3 _._ - yoga» 
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134 How to keep the beert patitnt 
provocations, *tis very like his .Soul feeds 
upon ſach ſweetneſs in God as he is oath 
to kave 3 and on the other ſide, ſeeſt thou 
a Chriſtian -turbulent'. and. clamorous , 
doubtleſs all is not well within ; His Spirit "'Þ 
is like a bone out of joynt, which cannot iſ 
move without pain and trouble. 
. 3- Meg, Get dxe apprebenſions of the | 
evil nature and effefts of ſinful anger. Ira, 
' fieror brevir, auger is a ſhort madneſs ( faith | 
one) Ira - anime febris (faith another ) 
Anger is the Feaver of the Soul. *Tis the 
| m—_—_— and <clipſe of Reafon , faith 
t 
The effeRs of it alſo are very fad. } 
(1 ) It grieves the ſpirit of God, Eph. 4.30. 
- Baniſhes him from that breaſt i in which it 
rages and tumultuates. God is the God 
Peace 3 the preſence and comforts of 
God are only enjoyed in a calm: *Tis a 
omg note one gives upon the forecited 
ext, God doth not uſually bleſs with 
eace of Conſcience , ſuch as make no | 
Con; cience of Peace. 'f 2 ) It gives ad- 
Fantages to the Devil, Eph. 4. 26,26. Sa- 
tan is an angry and diſcontented Spirit, 
.and findsno reſt, but. in reſtleſs: 
Be. lives-like. the Salamander, t-+bines 
þf contention, -hebeftirs wwe oc 
PPAriy Rein a commorion, b Fnmis bf 


irit $2 1y with his lips: ( 3-).1t diftunes the 


fills the heart with xevengeful « 
ſometimes he fills the lips, and -inflam 
the tongue with undecent language 3 even 
a meek Moſer ſometimes ſpake —_ 


= 
v » 


rit for duty, upon this.account the Apoſile 


 & diflwades Husbands and Wives from. jax- 


ring.carriages and contentions. that. their 
Prayers be not hindred ,.1 Pet. 3-7. All 
ats of woſhip muſt, be ſuitable to the 
obje& of Worſhip 3 but God. is. the-God 
of Peace, the God of Love. . ( 4 ):To 
mention no more, it diſparages the.Chri- 
Kian- Religion. How would Plato and 
Pythagoras (hame us if they were now li- 
ving ? Chriſt was as a Lamb. for meeknefs, 
and doth it become his followers to be like 
Lions.? O keep your hearts, ox . you. will - 
at once loſe, 'not only your.own Peace, - 
but the credit of Religion. _ 

Mea. 4, Conſider bow ſweet a thing its 
to a Chriſtian to conquer his Corruptions,and 
carry away the ſpoyls of them. 
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-. . "7236 Howto keep the heart patient, 
fortable then will it be to refle&rupon the 
conqueſts thou haft got bythe fearof God 
over the evil propenſions of thine' own 
heart! *twas'a memorable ſaying of Va- 
_ Tontiniay the Emperor;, when" he came to 
dic Amongall iny Conqueſts' ({aid he ) 
"there is but one that now comforts me 3 
and'being asked what that was , he an- 
iwered, I haye bvercome my worſt enemy, 
mine wn naughty heart. '' 
"2 Means. *5. Shame your ſelves by ſetting 
'before- you thoſe eminent patterns that bave 
been moſt excellent for meekneſs. - © F 
Above all , compare your ſpirits with 
the Spirit of Chriſt, Leary of me (faith he) | 
for Tam meek and lowly, Matth. 11. 29. 
Chriſt was meek and lowly, but'I am 
proud and paſſionate. It was the high 
commendation of Moſes, Numb.-12. 3. 
Now the man Moſes war meek, above all 
; the men of the earth; andtbis was the man 
= hat knem God face to face. *Tis faid of 
IN Galvin and Urſin, that they both were of 
holerick natures, ' but yet” had fo learned 
he meceknels of Chriſt, as not to/ utter 
ne word under the- greateſt provocation 
unbeſeeming Religion, ' When Tread the 
pretty ſtories of the very Heathens; "that 
nover had the advantages we: have; How 
the "Pybegerians , whateyet hes om 
WIS, gt - DEER 
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been among them in the day, would h "uo | 
-all;' by ſending to each other this meflage, 


The Sun is almoſt ſet ;, and that of Platoto 
his Scholar, [would beat thee, if Iwere not 
angry. 
When Lread whatleni ity ad tenderneſs 
Lycurgys ſhewed to an inſolent fellow that 
had firuck out one of his eyes 3 Lam aſha- 
med to ſee how much Chriftians are out- 
ſhot by Heathens, who by meer moral 
Arguments and Precepts, had thus meck- 
ned 'their Spirits, and conquered their 
paſſions. The dim light of Nature could 
teach Seneca to ſay , that anger will hurt 
a man more than the offence 3 for there 
is' a certain bound in the offence}, but F 
know not how far mine anger will carry 
me. *Tis a ſhame. that theſe men' whb 
comie fo far behind us in means and advan- 


tages, ſhould ſo far,outſripus in meekneſs ; 


and patience. 
Means. 6. Laſtly, Avoid all iitatin 


occaſions. © 


He that will not hear the Clapper', 
muſt not pull the Rope. Gfievous words 
fir up anger- (faith! Solomon) 'Prov.- 15. 7\ 
Do not only pray , and reſolve againſtie, 


"but get as far as you can our of the-wa 


6f it 3 *tis true ſpiritual Valos to run | 
po LE and. ag faſt as- we can wy o_ 
| mn . 


" 
>, 


"18 Toe btart kept from yielding 
fins away: \if you can but avoid anger. in 
its firſt riſe, there is, no great fear of it 
afcerwards 3 for it.is not with this fin, as 
it is with other ſins 3 other ſins grow 'to 
their full ſtrength by degrees , their. firſt - 
motions are the weakeſt, but this fin is 
born in its full treogth , it is firangeſt ac 

firſt, withſtand it then, and it falls before 

you. . Thus learn to keep your hearts when 
: provocations ariſe. = 

- 9. Seaſon, The ninth Seaſon of exert- 


' . ing; our greateſt diligence, Is tbe Criti- 


ls - beart from yielding to the temptation #," 


cat bour of temptation , wherein Satan 
. Jaies cloſe fiege to' the Fort-Royal of @ 
.Chriftians heart, and often ſurpriſes -it 
for... want of watchfulneſs. To keep thy 
heart tow , is no leſs a Mercy than a du- 
ty few Chriſtians are ſo well killed in 
detefling the fallacies, and retorting the 
Arguments by which Satan uſes to draw 
them to ſin , as to come off ſafe in thoſe en- 
counters, Watch and Pray ( ſaith our 
Lod ) leſt ye enter into temptation, Mark 
14-38. Even an eminent David, and 8 
_ wiſe Solomon; have ſmarted for their care- 
Jeſneſs at ſuch a time as this. The niuth 
Caſe therefore ſhall be this. Lad 
_ . B. Caſe, How 2 Chriſtian, when ſtrongly 
folicited bythe Devil 10 (in » may keep his 


Now 


[ 


| to fin,under ſtrong temptations, 13g 


- Now | there are fix ſpecial” Argu- 
ments, by. which Satan oh btilly Than 
ates'and - winds in- the temptation 3, ini 
all which., I ſhall offer thee ſome help 
for the keeping, | of hy" heart , and the 
firſt is this, 


Arg. 1. The firſt Argument is drawn 


| from the pleaſure ef fin : O ( faith Satan ) 


here is pleaſure to be enjoyed 3 temptati- 
on comes with a ſmiling countenance, 


and charming Voice': What, art thou fo 


flegmatick and dull afoul, as not tofeel 
the powerful Charms - of Pleaſure? Who , 
can withhold .bimſelf from ſuch * de- 
lights? : 

Now thine heart may be kept from the 
danger of this temptation , by retorting 
this Argument of pleaſure upon the termp- 
ter 3 which is done two ways. 

I, Thou telleft me Satan , that fin is 
pleaſant 3 be it ſo: But are the gripes of 
Conſcience, and the flames of Hell ſq 
too? * Is: it pleaſant to: fee] the wounds. 


and throbs of Conſcience ? It {o,: y 
Jo 


did Peter weepſo' bitterly, Mat. 26 
Why did David cry out of broken bones, 
Pfal. 51, | I hear _ what thou' ſayeſt "of 


-the pleaſure of fin , and Ihave read what - 


David hath faid- of the terrible effets_ 


" fin in his Pſalm, eq bring to re- 


mem- 


*% 


bd 


140 The Heart kept from revenge.” : 
membrances. Pſal. 38. verſe 2. Thine Ar 
rows ſtick, faſt in me, and thy bayd preſſeth 
me ſore. Verle 3. : There is no ſoundneſs 
in my fleſr, becanſeof thine anger ; neither 
is there gny reſt in my bones, becauſe of my 
ſin; Verſe 4. For mine iniquities are gone 
 overmine head as an; beavy burthen ; they 

are-too heavy for me. Verſe 5, My wounds 
ftlink, and are corrupt, becauſe of my fooliſh- 
eſs. Verſe 6, Iam troubled, - T am bowed 
down greatly, I go mourning all the day long. 
Verſe 7. My loyns are filled with a loath- 
Jome diſeaſe, 'aud there is no ſoundneſs in 
"my fleſk,, Verſe 8. I am feeble and ſore 
broken , Thave roared by reaſon of the diſ- 
gquietneſy of my htart.. * 77% 1 
-Herel ſee the true face of ſin, if I yield 
tothy temptation, I muſt cither feel theſe 
pangs of Conſcience , or the-flames: of 
” © 2 SOPE-OG * 
., .2.: What talkeſt thou of the pleaſure 
of {in, when by experience. 1 know 
there is more true pleaſure in-the mortitica- 
tion, than can be in the commiſſion of 
fin. .O how ſweet is it to' pleaſe God-, 
to obey Conſcience, to preſerve inward 
Peace, to-be able ta ſay, in; this tryal T 
have | diſcovered | the ſincerity :of my. 
heart. now.I know1 fear the Lord, ndw 
I fee that I tuly hate fin. , Hath oy 
CA | _ 2] 


 * » under" ftrong temptations, 141 
_ fuch-ddlight as this? This will chozk that 


temptation. | | 

Arg. 2.\The ſecond argument is drawn 
from the ſecrecy of ſin: 'O. ( faith Satan ) 
this fin will never diſgrace "thee abroad ; 
none ſhall know it. - 7 21 | 

This Argument may be retorted » and 
the heart ſecured thus : thou ſayeſt,' none 
ſhall know it 3 but Satan; *canſt thow find 


' a place void 'of the Divine Preſence for 


me tofinin? Thus Fob fecared his hearr 
from this temptation, Job. 31. 4. Doth be 


not ſee my ways, and count all my ſteps 2. 


Therefore he makes a Covenant with his 


eyes, verſ. 1. After the ſame manner So- ' 


Jomon teaches us to retort this temptation; 
Prov. 5.20,21.' And why, my Son, 'wilt 
thou be raviſhed with a ſtrange woman, aud 
embrace the boſom of a ſtranger ? Far the 
ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, 
and he pondereth all his goings. What if 
E hide it from the eyes of all the World for 
the preſent , I cannot hide it from 'God'z 
and: the time is, at hand » when all the 


'World ſhall know it too 3' for the World 
- afſures me, Luke 8. 17. That what is done «.,. - 


#ow in ſecret, ſhall be proclaimed as upon the 


| 'houſetop. Beſides, isnot my Conſcience 


as 4 thouſand witneſſes ? Do I owe: nv 


reverence to my-felt ? Could the Heathen | 


32 {44 ; : ; man 
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742 The heart kept from yielding” 
many ſay, Twrpe quid aufurus, te fine teft# 
time, when thou art tempted to commit 
fin, fear thy ſelf-without any other” wit- 
neſs 3. and ſhallnot I be afraid to lin , be- 
fore mine own Conſcience, which: al- 
-ways hath a reproof in its mouth, or a 
pen in its hand , to record my moſt ſecret 
ations ? ha Se ' 
* © Arg. 3- Thethird Argument by which 
Satan tempteth to fin , is taken from the 
gain and profit ariling out of it : Why fo 
nice-and ſcrupulous ? *tis but ſiretch Cons 
ſcience a little , and thou maiſt make thy 
ſelf - Now is-thy opportunity. 

The heart may be kept from falling into 
this dangerous ſnarez by retorting the 
temptation ' thus : But what profit will 
it be if. a man ſhould gain the whole 

' World, and leſe his own ſoul? Or what 
ſhall a man give in-exchange for his Soul ? 
Mat. 16.26, Oh my Soul , my precious 
Soul ! ſhall I hazard thee for all thegood 
that is in this World? There is an Im- 
mortal ' Spirit - dwelling: in this fleſhly 
Tabernacle of more value than all earthly 


_; things which muſt live to all Eternity , 


when this World ſhall lie in white Afhes. - 


| © A Soul, for: which Jeſus Chriſt ſhed his 
"precious and invaluable Blood: I wasſent 


; | - - intothis World to provide for this-Sout3 
es. 2x. 9 : - Indeed 


to ſin,nnder ſtrong temptations. 143 | 
indeed , God hath alſo'committed ' to me _, 
the care of my body, but ( as one happi- 
ly expreſſes it ) with this diffe- 

rence: {A Maſter -cominits Cn 

' two things to a Servant , the "noe" 
Child and the Childs cloaths 3 will the 
Maſter thank that Servant, if he plead, I 
have kept the cloaths, but I have neglected 
the life of the Child ? 

Arg. 4. The fourth Argument is drawn 
from the ſmallneſs of the fin. ?Tis bat a 
little one., a ſmall matter, a2 trifle; who 
ſhould ſtand upon ſacttniceties ? 

This Argument may be retorted three 
Ways 

I. But is the Majeſty of Heayen » a lit< 
tle one too ? If I commit this fin , T muſt 
offend and wrong a great God, 1/a. —_ 
15, 16, 17, 22. 

2+ Is there any little Hell to- torment 
little ſmners in ? Are not the leaſt ſinners 
there filled with the fulneſs of wrath * © 
there is great wrath treaſured up for ſuch 
as the World counts little ſinners. 4s 

3. The lefs the fin, the leſs the induces 


ment to commit}t, What, ſhall T breaks + -, ++; 4 


with God for a trifle? Deſtroy my peace, 


wound my Conſcience, grieve my Spirit ,- >. - 


and all this for gothing ? O what ae nadie 
ſs this I- : | 
. $$ | Arg- 


244 The heart kept from: yielding 

Arg-'5: A fifth Argument is drawn 
from the ,grace: of God, and hopes of 
pardon : Come;. God will paſs by this as 
an infirmity , »he will not be extream to 
mark it. 

But ſtay my heart. 
''2.. Where doI tind a Promiſe of mer- 
cy to: preſumptuous ſinners? . Indeed, for 
involuntary ſurpriſals, unavoidable, and 
lamented infirmities, there is a pardon 
of. courſe 3 but where is the-promiſe co a 
daring ſinner, that fins upon a preſump- 
tion of pardon ? Panſe a while, my Soul, 
upon that Scripture, Numb. 15: 27, 30. 
And if a Soul fin through ignorance , then 
be ſhall bring a She-goat of the firſt year 
for a. Sin-offering, &e. But the Soul that 
doth onght preſumptuouſly , the ſame re- 
proacheth the Lord, and that ſoul ſhall be 
cut off from among 'bis peo a 

2. If God bea God of ſo much merey, 
how can Labuſe ſo good a- God ? Shall I 
take ſo glorious an attribute as the mer- 
cy of God is, and abuſe it unto fin? -Shall 
I wrong him ' becauſe he is good? Or 
+, thould; nor rather the goodneſs, of God 
lead me to.xepentance, Rom, 2. 4. - There 
is mercy with thee, that thou maiſt be frames; 
Pſal. 130. 4. 

AT 6. Laſily , Sometimes. Satan, in- 

| -.. -60u- 


— JJ” 7 RY. 6 


b 


: Under firong temptutions. 


courages to fin from the examples of 'goed 
and. holy men,. thus, and thus they have 
ſinned,. and been reftored., therefore this 
may conliſt. with grace 3 and thou be ſas 
ved nevetthelefs. The danger of this 
temptation - is avoided ,” and the heart ſe- 
cured, by retorting the argument theſs 
three ways. 

I. Though good men may conimit the | 
fame ſin materially , which I am tempted 
to, yetdid ever any good man venture ro 
ſin upon; ſuch a ground and incouragement 
as this? | 

2. Did God record theſe examples fot 
my imitation, or for my: warning, ? 'are 
they ſet up as Sea marks, that'I might 
avoid the Rocks upon whichthey ſplit? | 
1 Cor. 10.6. Now theſe were our examples, 
to the intent that we ſhould not luſt after ths 
the evil things as they alſo luſted. 

3. Am 1Iwilling to feel what they fele 
for ſin? O Ldare not follow them. in the- 
ways of fin! quia me vweſtigia terren#s3 
Lelt God plunge me into the: depths of s 
horror, into which he caſt them. | 


Thus learn 'to keep your hearts. in ch {5 


hour of temptation to fin. - 
10. Seaſon. The tenth ſpecial Seat 


to keep the beart with all diligence ,, 


in the time of ſpiritual. darkneſs and 
i doubt- 


F Fs.. 
145 
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. $46 Deſperate concluſions kept out, 
doubting” when it is with the Soul, as it 

'y was. with Paul in bis dangerous voyage , 
neither Sun, nor Moon, wor Star ap- 
ears for many days; When by rea- 
ſor of the bidings of Gods face, the 
prevalency of Corruption, and the in- 
evidence of Grace [the Soul is even 
ready to give up all its hopes. and com- 
forts for loft ; t0 draw ſad and deſpe- 
rate concluſions upon it ſelf-, #0 call 


its former comforts | vain © deluſions , 
its grace Hypocrifiee When the ſe- 
rene and clear Heavens are overcaſt 


with dark clouds , yea filled with thun- 
ders , and' horrible tempeſis , when 
. #be poor yu Soul . fits down and 
”, - meeps forth this ſad Lamentation, My 
2 hope is periſhed from the Lord ! Now 
#0 keep the heart from ſinking in ſuch 
a day as this , to enable it. to maintain 
its own ſincerity, is a matter of great 
Affenly. The tenth caſe tben' will be 
#25, . | $2 $2.95, 
©. Cafe 10. | How the people of God in 
dark, and doubting ſeaſons, - ntay keep their 
bearts. from entertaining ſuch ſad concluſj- 
ons about their eſtates, as deſtroy their peace, 
and-unfit them for their duty, + 
_  Thereare two general heads; to'which 
the grounds .of doubting © our © fanceriry 
Mos . may 
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tnay be reduced. ( 1 ) Gods carriage 'to- 
wards the -Soul , either in- the time of 
ſome extraordinary affiiftion-, * or of forme 
longand | ſad deſertion. Or, (2) Theſouls 
carriage towards God : And here it uſu- 
ally argues againſt the truth of its own 
graces, cither, ( 1 ) Fromits relapſes into 
the ſame fins, from which it hath for- 
merly riſen, - with ſhame and ſorrow: Or, 
( 2 ) from the ſenſible declinings of its af= 
fetjons frot+God.--. Or, (3 ) From the 
exceſs of the affections toward ' creature 
comforts and enjoyments. Or, (4) From 
its enlargements in publick;;” and often | 
ſtraitnings in privateduties.” Or, (5) From 
fome horrid injections of Satan, with 
which the Soul.is greatly perplexed. . 'Or, 
Laſtly; from Gods filence, and ſceming 
denial of its long depending Suits' and 
prayers, | 
Theſe are the common grounds, of 
thofe ſad concluſions : Now in order to- 
the eſtabliſhment . and ſupport, of the 
heart in this condition it- will be neceſſa- 
Ty. 

x. That you be acquainted with ſome: 
general Truths., which have a tendency 
to the ſettlement of a trembling and. doubt- 
ing ſoul. * 

'B : Thar you may * = Ws OY 
 .* abous 
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149 Deſperate Conelaſionrkept out, 


about the forementioned particulars » 
which are the grounds of your doubt- 
ings ; 

The general truths requiſite for poor 
otieg ſouls to be acquainted with , arc 
theſe, 

1.. That every working and appearance of 
bypocrifie doth not preſently prove the perſon 
in whom it is to be au bypocrite. You muſt 
carefully diſtinguiſh between the preſence 
and predominancy of hypocrifie.: there are 
remains of deceitfulneſs in the beſt hearts: 
David and Peter had fad experience of it , 
yet the ſtanding frame and general bent of 
the heart being,upright : did not denomi- 
| nate them hypocrites, 

. 2. That we ought as well to hear what 
can be ſaid for us, as againft us : It is the 
fin of upright-hearts ſometimes to uſe 
an over rigid and metcileſs feverity 
againſt themſclves : they do not indiffc- 
rently confider the caſe 'of their own 
ſouls : it-is in this caſe as Solomon ſpeaks 
in another ; Prov. 13. 7. There is that 
maketh bimfſelf rich, and yet hath nothing 3 
and there is that naketh bimſelf poor , and 
yet bath great riches. *Tis the damning 
fin of the (lf-flattering Hypocrite; to 
make his condition better than it is: And 
_ Ie is the ſin. and folly of ſome! upright 
SS] \ 2 | . ONES 
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ones to. make their condition worſe > 
indeed it is» Why ſhould you - be fugch 
enemies to-; your own; peace ? to read 
over the cyidences of Gods love to your 
ſouls, as a man doth a Book which he 
intends to-cohfate ?- Why do you fiudy to 
find evaſions , to turn off +theſe- comforts 
which axe due to you? *tis ſaid of Foſeph 
that he was minded to put'away his eſpou- 
ſed Mary , not knowing that that. holy 
thing which was conceived: in her, was 
by the Holy Ghoſt :: And-this may be. your 
caſe. Acthird truth is this, 

. That many. a Saint bath charged and 
condemned himſelf of that, which God will 
never charge him with, nor condemn bim for. - 
Why: haſt thou hardned our hearts from 
thy fear' ( faith the Church ) 1/a. 63. 17. 
and yet the. verſe: befare manifeſts, thac 
theit hearts were not ſo hardned 3. Godly 
Bradford wrote himſelf an. hypocrite ,. a 
painted Sepulchre 3 yet :doubtlels God ac> 
quitted him of that charge, 

4. Every thing which is aground of avief 
q to the people of God, is not a ſufficient ground 
of queſtioning their f ſincerity.” | There .are 
mary more things to' trouble you. than. 
there ate to fiumble you :it upon” ry 
ſlip: and- failing through infirmity 4; yo 
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'* wrought” upon you ,' your life miſt be 
' made up of doubtings and fears: you can 
; never attain a ſetled peace, nor live that 
life of praiſe and thankfulneſs, the Goſ- 
- pell calls for. * 

., '5, The Soul is not at all timer fit uo paſt 
knits pon its own condition: To' be 
ſure in the dark-day of deſertion,, when 
-the Soul is berfighted ; and inthe ſtormy 
' day of temptation, when the Soul is in a 

+ hurry; *tis utterly unfit to judge its c- 
Nate : examine your: hearts upon your 
beds, . and be till, Pſal. 4. This is rather 
a ſeaſon for watching and reliſting., than 
for judging and determining. 

6. That every breach of peace with God, 
7s not a breach of Covenant with God: The 
wite hath many weakneſſes and failings, 
often grieves and diſpleaſes her husband ; 
yet in the main is faithful, and truly loves 
him: Theſe failings may cauſe him to al- 
ter his carriage , but not to withdraw his 
Jove, or deny his relation. Return O back: 
ſliding Iſrael, for I am married unto you. 

- 7. Laſtly, whatever our fin or trouble 
be, it ſhould. rather drive us to God , than 
from God, Pardon my fin ,* for it is great, 
Fſal. 25.11. Suppoſe it be true, thatthou 
' aſt ſo and fo finned,. that thou art thus 
Jorg and ſadly deſerted 3 yet 2tis a fallc J - 
Tf TH 0 =: Inference 
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inference, that therefore thou ſhouldeſt be 
diſcouraged, as if there were no help for 
thee in thy God: When you have well 
digeſted theſe ſeven eſtabliſhing truths, if 
ſtill the doubt remain,. then conſider, 


paſr ©} what may be replied to the particular 
bel grounds of theſe doubts. As | 
hen 1. Youdoubt and are ready to conclude 


the Lord hath no regard or 1ove for your 
ſouls, becauſe of ſome + extraordinary af- 
flition which is come upon you: But I 


our would not have thy ſoul fo to conclude tilt. 
her W you be able atisfaftorily to anſwer theſe 
1an | three queſtions. Bo 


I. Deſt. If great troubles and afflici- 
ons be marks of Gods hatred, why ſhould 
not impunity and conſtant proſperity be 
tokens of his love ? for contrariorum con= 


5 

d ; traria eft ratio & conſequentia; of contrary 

ves | things, there isa contrary reaſon and con» 

al- & - ſequence : But is this ſo indeed ? or faith "3 
his | not the Scripture quite otherwiſe ?. Prov.1. = 


32. The proſperity of fools deſtroy them. Sg 
Pſal. 73:5: ; ; 


le fl '- 2. ©ueft. Dare I draw the ſame con- 
2 | cluſron upon all others that. have: been: as 
it, | much yea more afflicted than my felf* i 
u | - this argument conclude againſt , thee, 


then fo it doth againſt every: one in; thy 
- condition 3 yea» the greater the aflition 
the 4 L 4 . of 
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. Pare ftrongly the 4 OF Gill concludes: 


:wo.to David, Job, Heman, 
Part, and all as have been aicted as they 
WEIC- 
* "Ove. 3- Had God exempted you onl 
2 F-; troubles, which all other bi. 
people feel,” would not that have been a 
catcr ground of doubting to'you than 
this?eſpecially ſince the Scripture ſaith, Heb, 
12, 8, If ye be without eafiningr whereof 
1 are parta then are ye baſtards, and 
ug grep Fa 
' O how is our Father put. to it by fro- 
ward Children! if he aflits» then one 
grics he Joves me not: if he exempt from 
affliction, others queſtion his love upon 
that ground, . . Surely you have other work 
tp do under the rod then this. ' | 
* 2, Or do. you raſhly_ infer 3 the. Lord 
oo no love for you, becauſe he hides 
face from you, that youp. condition is 
iſerable , becauſe dark and uncomforta- 
le, before'you draw ſuch raſh concluſions, 


ſee what anſwer you can give to theſe four 


ſallowing queries. 


pe qu If any atiion of God towards 
bis, people will bear a favourable, av well 


85 @n harh axd ſevere coniruion why ſhould 


#ot bis prople interpret it in the 4s 4 
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And'is not thisſuch? may he not have a 


deſign of love as well as of hatred in” this 
diſpenſation ? may he not depart for a 


ſeaſon and not for ever, yea, that he mighe 


not depart for ever? you are not the firſt 
that have miſtaken Gods ends*in deſertion 
Iſa. 49.14. Sion ſaid, the Lord hath for- 
ſaken me, my God hath forgotten me , was 
it ſo indeed 3 nothing leſs, verſe 15, can a 
Mother forget, &c. | 

Quepx. 2. Do you find the marks of an 
abſolute, total and yy -— ng #pon your 
own Spirits that you 60 apt to conclude 
yours #0 be ſach? Do you find your hearts 
inclined to. forſake God ?\ have you loft 
your conſcientious tenderneſs in point of 
ſin? if ſo, ſad charaQers appear unto you 
indeed: But if in;this dark hour, you are 
as tender of fin as ever, as much reſolved 
to cleave to God- as ever I cannot, I 


will not forſake God , let him 'do. what. 
he. will with me , Oh no, I cannot. If | 
your hearts "work thus, -it - can be but'a 7 


partial , limited and temporary deſertion; 
by this he ſtill keeps his intereſt in. your 


hearts , aſure fign he will return and viſit ; | 


ou again, | 
3-Quer.: Is ſenſe and feeling a compe- 
gent: judge of Gods attions and deſignr: Or 
waya man ſafely rely upon its teſtimony 
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* 154 Deſperate Concluſions kept ont, 
-after ſo many diſcoveries of the infallibi- 
lity of it? Is this a ſound argument ?. If 
God had any love for ' my Soul, if it 
were not quite gone, I ſhould feel it 
now as well as in former tires; but-I 
cannot feel it , therefore it is quite gone. 
Do you not know the Sun till keeps. on 
his courſe in the Heavens even in.dull and 
cloſe weather z when. you cannot ſee it ? 
and may itnot be ſo with the love of God ? 
Read Iſa. 50.' 10.” may I not as well 
conclude in Winter when the flowers 
have hid their beautiful heads under 
_- ground, they are quite dead and gone, 
becauſe I cannot find them in December , 
where ſaw them in May ?. 
4. Drer, Think you the Lord cares 
not. to break his Childrens hearts, and 
Þ his own promiſe too? hath he no more 
;* regard to either? If he return no more, 
theſe muſt be the conſequents, Iſa. 57. 16, 
17. Heb:-13.5. | 
>. "Well chen, from Gods carriage to- 
= > wards yon, either.in affliction or deferti- 
| on, no ſuch diſcouraging , heart-finking 
. concluſions can-be infer'd. Next Jet us. 
ſee whether they may not be infer'd from 
our carriage towards God : 'and hereghe 
Principab grounds of doubting "re ſack as 
male. TIES. 
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Gn from which I. have: formerly riſen 


- my finning is cuſtomary finning, a ſpot 
_ «that is not the ſpot of Gods Children; 
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r. I have fallen again into the ſame 


with repentance and reſolution , therefore 


hence the upright ſoul trembles, upon.this 
*tis ready to affirm that all its former hy- 
miliations for, and oppolitions unto fin, 
were but acts of hypocrifie, But fiay poor 
trembling heart ; 

I. Quer. If this be ſo, boi comes it 
to paſs that Chriſt put ſuch a favourable 
conſtruction upon the Diſciples ſleeping the 
third time, when he had as often reproved . 
them fo/it ? Mat. 26.40, 41. And how 
is it that we find in Scripture ſo many pro- 
miſes made not only to the firſt fins, bne 
alſo to the back(ſlidings of Gods people, Fer. 
3» _ Hof. 14+ 4+ 

. Quer. 1s not your repentance and care 
—_—_ often as your guilt is renewed ? 
Yea the oftner you fin, the more you are 4% 
troubled: it is not ſo in cuſtomary lin- 22 
ning, the riſe whereof Ber- | ; 
ard excellently diſcovers rib, de Conſe. 
(1) (faith he) whena wan #- 1109. 
accuſtomed to ,gaod, lin- 
nerh grievouſly, it ſeems importable, yea 
he'ſeems to deſcend alive into Hell. (2 ) 
In proceſs of time ,it ſeems not Imports | 


ble, but heavy and betwixt' importable 

and heavy, there is no ſmall ;deſcent, 

(3) Next it becomes light, his conſci- 

ence {mites but faintly, and he feels not 

the ſiripes of it. (4) Then there is not 

only a total inſenfibleneſs of it, but that 
which was bitter and diſpleafing, is now 
become ſweet and pleaſing in ſome degree, 
(5) Then it is turned into cuſtom, and 
not only pleaſes, but daily pleaſes. Laſt- 
ly , cuſtom is turned into nature , he can- 
not be pulled away 'from it; but defends 
and pleads for it: This is cuſtomary fin- 
ning, this is the way of the wicked ; but 
the quite contrary is our condition. 

Quer. 3. Are you ſure from Scripture 
grounds that @ ggod man may not relapſe 
again and again into the ſame ſin? *Tis 
true , as for groſs ſins, they do not uſe 
to relapſe into them. David committed 

"Adultery no more, Pax! perſecuted the 
» Church no more, Peter denied Chriſt no 
3 more 3. but I ſpeak of ordinary intirmities : 
> Fobs friends. were good men, yet ( ſaith 
.- he) Chap. 19.3. Theſe teu times bave ye 
|.” reproached me, So then, no ſuch; conclus 
| frons follow from this firſt ground of 
doubting. 

b 2. The jecond ground is, the declining 
' end withering of our affetlions to ſpiritual 
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binge. O faith the upright Soul, if ever 
T had been planted a right ſeed , I ſhould 
have been' as a green+Olive tree in' the 
houſe of my God: But my branches 
wither, therefore my root is naught. Bur 
ſtay, ' | 

Goa May you not be miſtaken about 
tbe decay of grace , and fading of your af- 
feftions ? What if they be not fo quick 
and raviſhing as at firſt * May not that be 
recompenſed in the ſpirituality and foli- 
dity of themnow? x Phil. g. I prayGod 
your love may abound more and more in all 
judgement ;, it may be more ſolid , though 
not ſo ferverous; or do you not miſtake 
by looking forward to what you would 
be, rather than backward to what. once 
you were ? *tis a good note, of Ames z 
we difcern the growth of Grace as the 


- growth of plants , which we perceive ra- 


ther creviſſe quam creſcere, to have grown 
than to grow. | 
Dner. 2, But grant it be ſo indeed 
as you affirm, muſt it needs follow that 
the root of the matter- is not in you ? Da- 
vids laſt ways are diliinguiſhed from his 
firſt, 2 Chron. 17.3. and yet both firſt and 
laſt, a holy man. The Church of Ephe- 
ſus is charged by Chriſt for leaving her 
firſt love, and yet a golden Candlcftick g | 
( | many *' 
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rnany precious Saints in that Church, Rev. 
2,253>4 . 

Is third ground of theſe fad conclu- 
fions, is the acceſs of our affections to 
ſome creature enjoyments. I fear I love 
the creature more than God , and if ſo, 
my love is but hypocritical. I ſometimes 
feel ſtronger, and more fenfible motions of 
my heart -to ſome earthly comforts , 
than T do to Heavenly Objects: there- 
fore my ſoul is not upright in me. But ſtay 
Soul. | | 

I. ( Quer.) May not a may love God 


more ſolidly and ſtrongly, than the creature, 


and yet his affeftions to the-Creatures | be 
. ſometimes moved more violently and ſenſi- 
bly than towards God ? as rooted malice ars 
- guesa ſironger- hatred , than a ſadden , 
though more violent paſſion, ſo we 
muſt meaſure our love, not by a violent 
motion of it now. and then, but by the 
depth of the root and conftancey of its at- 
ings: becauſe David was fo patſionately 
moved for Abſalom ,  Foab concludes that 
if he had lived, and all the people dycd 5 
it would have pleaſed him well, 2 Sam. 19. 


7- but that was argued more like a Soldi- 


. er thina Logician, 
© (2, Quer. ) If you indeed love the erea- 


religion 


py er. 7 
EE 
"Fr p "Y 


Gd — 


153 Deſperate concluſions hept out, 


" 
E'2 my pP<=_——x _ 7 PR a mes. 


turs fort ſelf, .if you make it your end and 


in dark and doubting days. © 159 
religion but a means, then the concluſion is 
'rey ty drawn #p0u yon. But if you love. 
the creature in reference to God and ſce 
nothing in it ſeparated from him, though 
ſorneriives your affections offend in the 
excels, this is conſiſtent with ſincere love -. 
to God. To love the Creature inordi- 
nately ( 7.e.) to put it in Gods room, 
and make it mans end ;- this is the love 
of a carnal heart fo love it immoderately, 
that is} to let out more affeion to it than 
we ought, is ſometimes the fin of the 
beſt hearts. & no 

(3. Quer. ) Have not many Souls feared 
as you do, that when Chriſt and Creature 
ſhould ſtand as competitors in ſome eminent 
zryal they ſhould forſake- Chriſt rather that 
.the Greature , and yet when brought to that 
Dilemma, have been able to caſt all the world 
at their heels for Chriſt * Many. of the 
Martyrs had ſuch fears, . and thus they 
were ſatisfied : the prevalency of love is 
| beſt ſeen: at parting : There may be more 
love to Chriſt in thy ſoul than thou arc, 
- now aware of 3 and if God bring thee to. 
ſuch a pinch thou mayeft fee it. 

4. 'A fourth ground of theſe ſad con- 
clufions is from hence, that we find -our 
hearts ſometimes more ſtraitned in pri- 
vate than in publick duties. Oh: oe 

. "% : ſ yOu 


- Soul were fincere, it's aRtings in Duty 
would be uniform. I fear I am but a Pha- 
. riſee upon this ground 3 *tis fad indeed: we 


ſhould at any time find our hearts ſtraitned 


_ Inprivate. But, - s 

1. Quer. Do not all thine enlargements 
in duty whether publick, or private, depend 
upon the ſpirit, who is the Lord of Gay 29 
ces, and according as be gives out, or bolds 
back theſe influences, ſo art thou enlarged or 
ftraitued? And what if ſometimes he 
pleaſe to give that in a publick, which he 
with-holds in a private duty, as long as 
thy Soul is ſatisfied in- neither without 
Communion with God , and. rhe ftrait- 
neſs of thy. heart is indeed its burden 
doth that argue thee to be an hypo- 
Crite, | 

( 2. Quer. ) Doſt thou not make  Con- 
ſcience of private duties , and ſet thy ſelf 
as before the Lord in them ? Indeed, if thou 
live in the conſtant negle& , or careleſs 
performance of them, if thou art curi- 
ous about publick and careleſs about. pri- 
vate duties, that would be a fad ſign 3 but 
when you have conſcientioufly performed 
and often met with God in them , it will 
not follow, you are infincere , : becauſe 
that communion is ſometimes interrupted. 


Belides, = 
| (3- Quer. ) 
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( 3. Quere. ) May there not be ſomething 
at ſometimes. in publick , which is 'want- 
ing in a: private duty , :to raiſe and aduan« 
tage thine affetions. God may ſometimes 
make uſe of the meltingaffeions of them, 
with whom thou heareſt or prayeſt, as pet- 
ty inſtruments to move thy affetions 3 
this advantage is wanting in private 5 
therefore from hence ( the caſe ſo ftand-_ 
ing ). noſuch inference can be drawn. 

5. Another ground is from thoſe. hor- 
rid injections of Satan , with which, the 
Soul is greatly perplexed 3 by theſe I may 
ſee what a, heart I have: Can (Grace be 
where theſsare ? | 

Yes, grace may be where ſuch thoughts 
are » though not where they are lodged 
and conſented to: Doſt thou cry out un- 
der the burden, enter thy proteſt in Heaven 
againſt them; ſtrive to keep up holy-and 
reverend thoughts of God? Then 'tis a 
rape, not a voluntary proftitution. | 

6. The laſt ground of theſe fad con- 
cluſfions, is the Lords long filence, and fee- 
ming denial of our long depending Suits 
and prayers.  O, if, God had any regard 
to my Soul ,: he would have heard my cries 
before now /. but I have no anfwer from 


him, therefore no intereſt in him, But . 


ſtay, doubting ſoul. 6, 
M ( I, Quer 


AT 


# x62 Deſperate Conclufions kept ont, 
| I, Quer. ) Have not many'Saints ftum- 
bled upon bis ftone before thee ?- Pal. 31; 
' 22, I ſaid in mybaſt, I am ent off from be- 
fore thine eyes, . nevertheleſs thou heareſt the 
voice 'of my ſupplication. 'So the Church, 
Lam. 3. 44. Thou covereſt thy ſelf with 
a Cloud that,our Prayers ſhould not pads 
through, Jonah 2, 4.” Then ſaid I, I am 
caſt out :of thy fight, and may not you 
'be miſtaken in this matter. as wellas they ? 


2. 2xer. Though Gods abhorring and 
final rcjeting ' prayer be an Argument of 
his abhorring the perſon that prayes, yet 
dare we conclude fo from'a meer -ſuſpenſi- 
on/of the anſwer? God may bear long with 

. bis own eleci, that cry-unto bim day and 
aight, Luke 1847+ . | 


' 3. Quer. Can:you deny” but that | there 
gre ſome ſigns appearing in| your ſoul, even 
whil(t God ſuſpends his anſwer that argues 
Jour prayers are not rejected by bim ? As, 
C1) Though no. anſwer. come, yet you 
axe {till reſolved to wait --you dare not ſay 

- 45;that prophane;:wretch did, .2: Kings-6. 
g 33s, This evil is of the Lord,. why ſhould 1 . 

bs: wait for. him any. longer, (2. )*You can 

-_ Slearandjatiife God fill, and lay.the rea- 
{on becaule of his tilence upon Jes 
- [A 9 
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So, did David ;- Fſal. . 22.2, 3s. dn 


m- my 
31: | God, I cry in the daytime, and thon-heareſt 
be. YU 21023 and in the night, and am not ſilent; 


the © but thou art boly ;\ &c;-(;3 )- The ſuſpen- 
ch, ſion; of \Gods: anſwer. makes you inquiſi- 
ith © tive.into:your own, hearts , 'what cvils .are 
aſs I [.there\that, obſtruct , your prayers 3 ſo the 
am Church, Lam.: 3. 8. He ſputiteth. out my | 
ou W Prayer; and how; doth this work, you 
y? MW may, ſee Verſe, 40...Ler us ſearch ad try 
BW ouraneys. , Well then, neither from hence 
nd { may you conclude that God hath no love 
of | for your ſouls... ... 
et AndthusI have ſhewn you how to keep 
i- | your hearts in a dark and-doubting ſeaſon 
th || from thoſe.deſperate concluſions | 
d | of-unbclief.. God forbid, any Cantiott 
falſe. heart. ſhould inCourage _ ES 
{elf from theſe- things, *tis. our unhappi- 
e | nc, that when we give Saints and {in- 
+ | -ners:their.. proper portions, that 6ach' of 
; | [them.are. fo prone to take up. the othets 
part. i 


11.; Seaſop. The :eleventh ſeal FO 
calling for this diligence. to keep our bearts 
is, : when ſufferings for Religion come to an 
height. z then look. to your hearts, Matth. 
24. 8,9,10. ©* Al theſe are the beginning. 
" tf brows , | and Sho Wa? deliver you p 


_ 


' 264 To keep the heart from, &c. 
« to be afflitied, and ſhall kill you ; and 
« ye ſhall be bated of all Nations for my 
' «CE Name ſake; and THEN ſhall many 

&« be offended. When ſufferings for Reli- 
gion grow hot , then bleſſed is he tbat is not 
offended in Chriſt , troubles are then at an 

' beight. 1. When a mans neareſt friend; 

24g Relations forſaks and leave him, Mic, 
7.5»6. 2 Tim. 4.16, When a man ir 
engaged alone. 2. When is comes #0 reſiſting 
to blood, Heb. 12.4. 3. When temptati- 
ons are preſented to us in our ſufferings, 
Heb. 11.37. 4. When eminent perſons 
of profeſſion turn aſide , and deſert the cauſe 
of Chrift, 2 Tim. 2.19. 5. When God 
bides bis face in a ſuffering hour , her. 17, 
17. 6. When Satan falls. upon us with 
firong temptations, to queſtion the grounds 
of our ſufferings , or the Souls - intereſt in 
Chriſt, now "tis hard to keep the heart from 
turning back, and the fteps from declining 
Gods ways. The eleventh queſtion then 
ſhall be this. SIN 


11. Caſe, How the. beart may be kept 
from relapſing under 'the greateſt ſufferings 
for Religion ? It the bitterneſs of ſufferings 
at any time cauſe thy Soul to diſtaſte the 
way of God, and' take up thoughts of 
forſaking it, ſtay thine heart undes that 

Ws temptation 
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remptation by propounding theſe eight 
queſtions ſolemnly to it. 


1. Queſt. What reproach and diſhonowr 
ſhall IT ponr upon Chrift and Religion, by 
deſerting him at ſuch a time as this ? This 
will proclaim to all the World , that how 
mucl#ſoever I have boaſted of the Pro- 
miles, yet when.it comes to the tryal, I 
dare: hazard nothing upon the credit of 
them; and how will this open the mouths 
of Chriſts enemies to blaſpheme ? O bet- 
ter had? I never been born, than that 
worthy nanie ſhould be blaſphemed 
through me ! Shall I furniſh the triumphs 
of the uncircumcſed.? Shall I make» mirth 
in Hell ?. O, if I'did but value the Name 
of Chriſt, as much as many a wicked man 
values his own name ! I would -never en- 
dure to ſee it expoſed to ſuch contempt. 
Will proud duſt and aſhes venture death , 
yea Hell, rather than a blot upon: their 
name? And ſhall I venture nothing to 
falve the honour and reputation'of Chriſt. 


2. Queſt. Dare I violate my Conſcience 
to ſave my fleſh * who ſhall comfort me when 
Conſcience wounds me ? What, comfort is 
there in life, Liberty, or Friends , when 


Peace is taken away from the inner man ? 
es M3 | 2+. - Whea 


$53 an * wits i Noa Hi. 
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' When Couftatiur threatfed'to'cat *off ſa- 
moſatenus his right hand, iFhe'would' not 
ſubſcriþe, lomewhat that. was againſt his 
conſciencche held up both his hands to the 
Meſſenger that was ſent, ſaying, Heſhall cut 
off.both, rather than I will do it. Farewell 
all peace , Joy .and, Comfort, from! 'that 
E-- day forward; had* Zimry peac® that + 
W.. flew bis Maſter ? ſaid” Fezebel. So fay 1 
be £ here, had Jz4as peace? Had Spira peace! 
and ſhall you have” peace, if you tread in 
their tieps? O conſider what you do ! 


Af JAIHS «© a, © 


Er - 3. Queſt. Is not the publick intereſt of 
-. Chrift and Religion, infinitely more than 
Ls any private” intereſt of my own? *Tis 
3 a famous. paſſage that of 'Terentizs , 
_ Captain to, Adrizn the Emperor , -he pre- 
ſented a petition to Adrian, thatthe Chri- 
ſtians might have a Temple by themſelves 
to worſhip God apart from the” Arrians; 
the Emperor.tore his petition, and threw 
if. away, bidding him to ask-fomewhat 
for himſelf, and it ſhould be: granted : 
. But he modeſily gathered up the pieces of 
his petition again,' and' told him, If he 
could not be heard in Gods Cauſe *he would 
never atk 'any thing for himſelf. Yea, even 
Tully,- though an Heathen could "fay;-Ne 
immortalitatem quidem tontra vers publi- 
R : "RE CA/8 
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cam: He'would' not accept” even. of Im- 

mortality it- felf* againſt the Common- + 
wealth. Oh, if'-we_ had more publick ,” 
we ſhould not have ſuch cowardly ſpirits. * 


4. Queſt. Did Feſus Chrift ſerve me fo, 
when for my ſake be expoſes himſelf to Far 
greater ſufferings than' can be before me': 
His ſufferings were great indeed, he ſuf- 
fered fromall hands, in all his Offices in' 
every member, not only in his body , but 
in his ſoul; yea, the ſufferings of his 
Soul, were the very Soul of his —_ 
rings 3 witneſs the: bloody {weat in & 
Garden, witneſs the heart-melting , and 
Heaven-rending out-cry upon the Croſs, 
My God, my God, why haſt thou forſakgn 
me ? 'And he yet flinched not, He endured 
the Croſs , deſpifing the "ſhame. Alaſs * 
what are my ſufferings compared with 
Chriſts? He hath drunk up all that Vine- 
gar and Gall that would make my ſuffe- 
rings bitter. When one of the Martyrs 
was asked why he was ſo merry at his 


death ? Oh ſaid he! It is becauſe'the Soul 


of: Chriſt was ſo heavy at his death.-' Did - 
Chriſt bear ſuch a burden for me, with. 
unbroken patience and conſtancy ? And 
ſhall I ſhrink back for momentary and 
light affliGions for him ? 4.4 
Wort... -"M + > Queſt, 


e « 


a fading Crown, ſwim through Seas of 
Blood to a Throne? And will I venture 
nothing ? Suffer nothing for the Crown 
 of-Glory that fadeth not away ? My dog 
will follow my Horſes heels from morning 
to night, take many a weary ſtep. through 
mire and dirt , rather than leave me , 
though at night all he gets by-it, is but 
_ and blows. If my Soul had any 
trac greatneſs, any ſparks of generoſity 
in it , how would it deſpiſe the ſufferings 
of the way , for the glory of the end ! 
How would it break down all difficulties 
before it, whilſt by an eye of Faith, it 
ſees the forerunner who is already entred, 
ſtanding, as it were , upon the Walls of 
Heaven , with the Crown in-his hand , 
ſaying ,\he that overcometh , ſhall inhe- 
rit all things Come on then,- my Soul , 
come on, there is eternal life laid up for - 
chem that by patient continuance in well 
doing, ſeek for glory, honour, and im- 
mortality, Rom. 2,7. ; 

6. Queſt, Can T ſi eaſily caft off the So» 
ciety and company of Saints , and give the 
right band of fellowſhip 10. the wicked ? 

TY | - How 
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How can I part with. ſuch lovely compa- 
nions as theſe have been? How often 
have I been benefitted by their counſel ? 
Ezra. 10.3. How often refreſhed, war- 
med, and quickned by their company ? 
Eeclef. 4. 10, 11. How often have I tz- 
fied and prayed with them ? What ſweet 
counſel have I taken with them, and 
gone to:the Houſe of God in company ? 
And hall I now ſhake hands with them , 


. and fay, Farewell all ye Saints for ever, 
I ſhall never be among you more? come ' © 


drunkards, ſwearers, blaſphemers, perſe- 
cutors, you ſhall be my everlaſting compa- 
nions ? O rather let my body and ſoul be 
rent aſunder than that ever I ſhould fay . 
thus to the excellent of the earth, in whom 
is all my delight. 

7. Queſt. Have IT ſeriouſly conſidered the 
terrible Scripture Comminations againſt © 
back-ſliderr? O my heart ! dareſt thou 
turn back upon the very points of ſuch 
threatnings as theſe? Jer. 5.6. Thus 
ſaith the Lord, Curſed be the man that iruſt- 
eth in man , and maketh fleſh his arm, and 
whoſe heart departeth from the Lord ;, for be 


ſhall be like the Heathen in the Deſart, and © | #; 


ſhall not ſee when good cometh ; i. e. the 


- curſe of God ſhall wither bim root and branch, 


And Heb, 14.26, 27. If we ſin wilfully 


after 
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 170* Tokeep the haart from, Oc. 
#fter we bave received the knowledge of: the 
' #ruth, there remaineth no more Sacrifice for. 
fins, but a certain fearful looking for of 
' Tudgment , and fiery indignation, which 
ſhall devour the adverſaries : And again » 
Verſe 38. If any man draw back, my Soul 
ſhall bave no peaſure in him. As if he ſhould 
ſay, Take him World, Take: bim Devil for 
your own, Thave no aclight in him. Oh , 
who dare draw back, when God hath 
hedged up. the way with ſuch terrible 

threats as theſe / 

8. Queſt. Can IT look, Chrift in the face 
at the day of Fndgement if I deſert him now? 
He that is aſhamed of me, and of my words 
in this adulterons aud ſinful Generation, of 
him ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when 
be cometh in the Glory of his Father, with 
the boly Angels, Mark 8.38, Yetalittle 
while , and you. ſhall ſee the ſign of the 
Sonof man-coming inthe Clouds of Hea- 
yen with Power and great Glory 3 the 
Ja Trump ſhall ſound, the dead both 
{mall and great, even all that ſleep in the 
- duſt ſhall awake, and come before that 
grcat white Throne, on which” Chriſt 
ſhall fit in that day. And now do but 
imagine thou ſaweſt the trembling. knees, 
and quivering lips of guilty ſinners ima» 
gine thou heardeſt the dreadful ſentence. of 
"To ; ng 


aro, 


*the Judge 'vpon' them, Go ye" curſed,” ec, 
and then-a- cry ,” the weeping, wailing , 


'and wringing of hands," that there ſhall 


be. Wouldſt thou defert Chriſt now to 
-protract'a poor miſerable life on earth? 
If the Word cf God be true, if the fay- 
-ings of Chriſt be ſealed and faithful, this 
ſhall be the portion of the Apoſtate: *Tis an 
eaſie thing to. ſtop the mouth of Confei- 


'mouth of the Judge then? Thus keep thy 
heart, that it depart #ot from the living 
God, vw) | 

| Seaſon 12. The twelfth Seaſon of look- 
ing diligently to our hearts, and: keeping 


+ under ſufferings for Chriſt. T77pr © 


"ence now , but will it be ealie to ſtop the - 


them with greateſt care,'is the time of 


fickneſs. When a Child of God draws 


nigh to eternity, when there are but a few 
ſands more in the upper part of bi Yale —_ 


to run down, now Satan buſily beſtirs 'him= 


ſelf 3 of him it may be. 7 aid , as of the' na- 2 $, 


tural Serpent, Nunquam nift morienspro-._ * 


ducitur in' longum 3 he is never ſeen at 


his full length till dying; and now bis © © 


great deſign »- fince he cannot" win the Soul 


from God. is to diſcourage., and make it  } 
zenwilling to goto God, though the ghatious >: 
font >with Jacob , ſhould then jou + 
ſelf-upon' a dying | bed, and" rejoyce "that 
'the marriage day of the Lambis now almoſt | 


e up 7 


come, 


; Ty ts p > 
o PEO ol fy . re I; T3 = 
308 Ny \E: p- CLUES . : * # 8 ; S% . 

Won 7 IE OF.” Sag 3. *% ID... 1 « £ c FE, : £ j 

oo Wks - a Pie $ 


i þ = "$2 
” k A 4 IEEE 
> te OX. 3 
. 5 SERIES. CE 


oh DTS 
M65? 


* p k 


172 Howto enconrage the Heart, 


+ 
* 


come , though it ſhould then ſay with dying 
Auſtin, Vivere renuo ut Chriſto viam , I 
deſpiſe life to be with Chriſt 5, or as dying 
Millias, when one arked him whether be 
were willing to die? Ob ſaid he) 1llijus 
eſt nolle mori qui nollic ire ad Chriſtum , 
Let bim be unwilling to dye who is unwil- 
ling to goto Chriſt, But Oh ! what fhrink- 
ing from death ?- what loathneſs to depart, 
may ſometimes (indeed too frequently ) be 
obſerved in the people of God? How loath 
are ſome of them to take death by the cold 
band ? If ſuch a liberty were indulged to 
ar," not to be diſſolved till we diſſolve our 
ſelves ; when ſhould we ſay with $t, Paul, 
I deſire to be diſlolyed ? Well then , the 


* Taft caſe. ſhall bethis. 
'-» .., Caſe 12. How the people of God in times 


of fickneſs, may get their hearts looſe from 


| ©. all carthly engagements, and perſwade them 


into a willingneſs to dye. | 
And there are ſeven Arguments which 
I ſhall urge upon the people of God at 
ſuch a time as this, to make them chear- 
fully entertain the Meſſengers of Death , 
and dye as well as live like Saints, and the 


Arſt is this. 


I. Arg. Firſt the harmleſneſs of death 
to the hoes of God, Though it keeps its 
ath loſt its ſing: A Saint (to 

allude 
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allude to that Iſa. 11.8, ) May play up- 


on the bole of the Aſp, and put his hand 


into the Cockgtrices Den. Death is the 
Cockatrice or Aſp; the Grave is the hole 
or Den. A Saint need not fear to put_.his 
hand boldly into it 3 it hath left and loſt 
its ſting in the ſides of Chriſt, x Cor. 15, 
55- O death! where is thy fling, why 
art thou affraid, O Saint ! that this fickneſs 
may be thy death , aslong as thou know- 
eſt that the death of Chriſt, is the death 
of death indeed» if thou didſt die in 
thy fins, as Job 8.1. If death as a King 
did reign over thee, Rom. 5.14« If ic 
could feed - upon. thee as the. Lyon. doth - 
upon the prey, he hath taken, as P/a}. 
49.14, Tf Hell followed the pale Horſe, 
at it ir, Rev, 6, 8. Then thou mighteſt 
well ſtartle and ſhrink back from it 3- but 


.when God hath put away thy fins from 
thee, As far as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, 


Pſal. 103. 12. As long as there is. no 
other evil left in death, for thee to encoun» 
ter with , but bodily pain - As long as 
the Scriptures repreſent it to thee under 
ſuch harmleſs and cafie notions , as. the 
puttingoff thy cloaths, 2 Cor, 5. 2. And _ 
lying: down to. ſleep upon thy bed, Iſa. 57- 

2. \'Why-ſhouldeſt thou be afraid ?- There 
is as thuch difference betwixt death to the 
©: utero ' People 
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People of God ;. and others; [as betwixt 
the Unicorns Horn, - when it"is upon the 
head of that: fierce. beaſt, and when: it is 
in the Appothecaries ſhop, where it is 
ee falubrious and medicinal. 
| rg. 2. Thy. heart may be kept Joonk 
ſhrinking back at ſuch a time: as this, by 
conſidering the neceſſity of gb, in order to 
the full fruition of God, 
Whether thou art willing to dic « or no , 
I aſſure thee there is no -other way'to-ob- 
tain the full ſatisfa&tion. of thy: Soul, and 
compleat -its happineſs, «till; the "hand 
of death - do+ thee the kind. -;office 
to draw_afide the 'Curtain ofi- the: fleſh, 
thy - Soul cannot {ce God : This: /Apimal 
lite ftands\ - betwixt.  hitn.\ and . thee, 
2" Cor. 5.6.1 Whilſt we are at bome. in. the 
| Body, we are abſent \fram the: Lord, '; Thy 
body muſt 'be refined © and:caſt ihto 1a; new. 
mould, elſe that:new wine -of, Heavenly 
Gloty would break it. - Paet in his higheſt 
rapture, + 2 .Gor.. 124'4,”.” When 'he heard 
things unutterable, was then as. a::ſtander 
by;-a looker on ,. not-admitted-; info the 
company-,. as: one of them 3-but as the 
Angels are.in our Afſemblies,; fo was Par! 
inthatglorious: Aﬀembly' abave 5: and: no 
otherwiſe; and yet even for;this; he7mult, 
aSir ee: be.taken out cf'the body, -un- 
h <loathed 
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cloathed for a little time; to have a glimpſe \ 
of that glory , and then put on his cloaths 
again. O then! Who would not be wil- 
ling todie for a full fight and enjoyment 
of God? Methinks thy Soul ſhould look 
and figh like a, Priſoner . through the 
Grates of this Mortality 3 O* that. T had 
wings like a Dove, then would I flye away 
and be at reſt, Moſt men need patience 
to die, but a Saint that underſtands what 
death admits him to, ſhould rather need 
patience to live, Methinks he (hould often 
look out and lifien on. a death bed 
for his Lords coniing 3 and when he re- 
ceives - the news of his approaching 
change, ſhould: ay, The voice of my Be- 
loved, behold he cometh leaping over the 
Mountains , rkipping over the bills, Cant. 
278.) | 
' «Arg. 3. Another | Argument perſwading © 7 
to this willingneſs , is. the immediate 'ſuc= © "a 
ceſſion of” a more excellent and glorious life, 
"Tis but wink, and you ſhall ſes God 
your happineſs ſhall not be deferred till . 
the ReſurreRion3 'but'as ſoon as the body 
i5 dead, 'the gracious ſoul is ſwailowed' up 
inflife,, Rom. 8. To, 1t,- When once you 
have: looſed from' this ſhore, in a few 
months, your ſouls will be wafted over 
apon *the' wings of: Angels to the other: 
os ſhore 
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ſhore of a glorious Eternity. Phzl. 1. 23, 
* T defire to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt, 
Did the Soul and Body die together , 
as Berillus taught? or did they fleep ill 
Reſurredion , as others, have groundleſly 
fancied ? It had been a madneſs for Pax! 
to defire a diſſolution for the enjoyment 
of Chriſt. For if this were ſo, he en- 
joyed more of Chriſt whilſt- his Soul 
dwelt in its fleſbly Tabernacle , than- he 
ſhould out of it. 

There are but two ways of the Souls 
living, known in Scripture, viz. The life 
of Faith, and the life of Viſion, 1 Cor. 5.5. 
Thoſe two divide all time, both preſent 
and future, betwixtthem, 1 'Cor. 13. 12. 


If when Faith falls, fight ſhould not im- 


mediately ſucceed , what ſhould become 
- of the unbodied Soul? but bleſſed be 
God, this great heart-eſtabliſhing truth, 
is evidently revealed in Scripture, Luke 
23. 43- You have Chriſts promiſe, Fob: 
14.3, » 1 will come and receive you t0 my 
ſelf, O what a change will a few moments 
make upon your condition ! Rouze up 
dying Saint when thy Soul is come out a 
little farther, when it ſhall ſtand like 4- 
rabam in its Tent door, the Angels of 
God (hall ſoon be with it : The Souls of the 
| &te&t are as it were put out to_ the An- 
| | ; wy" 9 Ds. 
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gels to nurſe, and when they dye-, theſe : 
Angels carry . them home again to'theit® * 
Fathers houle: if an- Angel were cauſed.” 
to fly {wiftly to bring a Saint the anſwer 
of, his prayer: Dan. g. 21. How muchi 
more. will the Angels :come poſt from' 
Heaven to receive and transfer the praying. 
ſoul it ſelf? _ fo rar ige ets MG 

.:4+ Arg. Farther, 1 may much conduce* 
to thy willing neſsro aye, to.conſider ; that by'* 2 
death. God, oftentimes hides hys people out of 1 6.3 
the way of all temptations and. troubles upon” n 
earth, Rev.:14. 13. Write , from hencefarth | 
bleſſed are the dead; that dye in the "Lord. 
'Tis Gods uſual way-, when ſome extra-\ 
ordinary calamities. are '.coming. upon'» 
the World, to. ſethis people out: of harms : 
way beforehand , 1/a. 57+ t« Merciful men; 
are taken away. from the-evil.to come... $0. 
Mich. 7. 1, 3: When: ſuch-an- evil: time A 
comes as is. there deſcribed : /T hat. they all: —Y 
lie in wait for blood, and every mat hunts. ey 
his brother with a net + before that, God by: 
anac&t of favour houſes  his/people befores 
hand , doſt: thou know. what: evil may be; 
in the earth , which thowart fo! loath to7! 
leave? thy God removes thee for thy great* 
advantage, thou art disbanded by death; 
and called off the field; other poor Saints 
muſt ftang'to it, and ovine veer bo | 
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Title before the ſacking of Hippo, Pare 
Huſt before the:taking of Heidlebarg  Lu- 
ther ;obſerves - that all the * Apoſtles dyed 
before the: deſtrution 'of Feruſaler: and 
Enther himfelf before the Wars brake out 
_ In Germany : it may be the Lord ſees thy 

tender: heart: cannot endure to fee the mi- 
lery 3 .or bear the temptations that are 
coming,” and i therefore will now gather 
thee to:thy grave in peace , and yet wilt 
thou. os '@) oo me a little longer ? 

> Arg: If yet thy heart hang back, con- 
foder: the 4 —— you wil have by 
dreary; above all that ever you enjoyed 011 
earth; And: that-(1T) as. to your com 
munion: with 'God: (2) as to your com- 
muihionwith. Saints.- ; 

22; ?For> your -communion with God , 
the. time of perfeRing that. is now come ; 
thy: ſoul ſhalt - ſhortly ſtand before -the 
fare :of . God:, and: have + the immediate 
emanations” and: 'beamings forth of his 

ry -uponr-itz--here” thy foul: is -remote 

_ from: Gody the beams of his glory ſtrike 
it: but obliquely- and feebly, but ſhortly 
it. wit] be! under-the line; and there -the 
Sun. ſhall ſtand. ſtill as it did» in Gebeor , 
there ſhall þe no-cloudings, nor: decline- 
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ings of it. O how ſhould this wrap thy ' 


Soul with deſires of being uncloathed- 

2. As for, the 'enjoyments of Saints, 
here - indeed. we have fellowſhip - with 
them of the lower form; +but that ſel- 


 lowſhip (is ſo diſnectned by remaining 


corruptions, that there is no ſatisfa&tion 
in it.;" as it is the greateſt Plague that 
can befal an hypocrite to live in a pure 
Church,* fo *tis the greateſt vexation to 
the ſpirit of a Saint -to live in a corrupt 


- and diſordered Church: But when death 


hath admitted you- intd that glorious 
aſſembly of the Spirits of juſt men made 
perfe&, you ſhall have the defire of your 
hearts; here you cannot fully cloſe one 
with another, yea, you cannot fully 
cloſe with your own ſoul; O- what di- 
cords, jarrings, cenfurings, are here? 
what © perfe&t bleffed harmony © there? 
in Heaven each - Saint loves another as: 
himſelf, they are altogether lovely. 
my Soul haſte thee away from the_ Lyons 
dens, from the” Mountains of Bether 7 


| from divided Saints, to: thoſe Mou» 


tains/ of Myrrhe , and hill of Frankin-' 
cenſe; thou art now going to thine own 
people, as the Apoftles phraſe imports, 
2 Cor,'5.'$. | | 


*6, Fig. W all this will not. do; a 
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I89, Howto encourage the Heart 


ſider what heavy burdens death will eaſe thy | 


Shoulders of. - 
_ In: this Tabernacle we groan , being 
burdened. (1) With bodily diſtempers, 


- how true do we find that of T heophraſtus , 


- the ſoul payes a dear rent for the tene- 


- 


ment it now lives in; ' but glorified bo- 
dies are clogged: with no diſpoſitions", 
death is the beſt Phyſitian, it will cure thee 
of all diſeaſes'at once. (2.) with the in- 
dwelling of fin , this makes us groan from 
the very bowels, Rom. 7. 24. But he that 
5 dead i free from ſm, Rom.6. 7. Hath 
juſtification deſtroyed its damming power ? 
and fanQification its Reigning power ? 
ſo-glorification deſtroys 'its very being 
andexiſtence. (3.) Wegroan under temp- 


tations here, but as ſoon as we are out 
, of the body , we are out ofthe reach of 


temptation 3 when once thou-art got in- 
to Heaven, thou mayſt ſay, now Satar 
I am there where thou canſt not come ; 
for as the damned in. Hell are malo obfor- 
mats; fo fixed in fin and miſery that their 
condition cannot -be altered, ſo glori- 
fied Saints are | bono confirmati , 1o fixed 
in-- holineſs - and glory that: they .cannot 
be ſhaken. . (4.) Here: we groan under 
various: troubles and affli&ions , but then 
the 'dayes of, our mourning are m__ 
| &- Is | p 
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God: ſhall wipe away all tears from our 
eyes: O then! letus haſt away that we may- 
be at reſt. * 

7. Arg. lftill thou linger like Zot in So- 
dom , then Laſtly. Examine all the Plea's 
and pretences for a longer time on earth. Why 
art thou _—_— to dye ? To 

1. Object. O have many Relations inthe 
World, I know not what will become of 
them when I amt gone. 

Sol. 1. If thou art troubled about their 
bodies and outward condition, why ſhould 
not that word ſatisfie thee , Fer. 29. 11.” 
Leave thy fatherleſs children to me. I will 
keep them alive , and Let thy Widows. truſt 
in me. Luther in his laſt Will. and Te- 
ſftament hath this expreſſion: Lord, thou 
haſt given me Wife and Children, 1 have 
nothing to leave them , but I commit them 
unts thee. O-Father of the Fatherleſs and 
judge of Widows, nutri, ferva , -doce, 
neuriſh, keep nad teach them.: Or art: 
thou troubled for their fouls? Thou canſt 
not convert them if thou ſhouldſt live, 
and God can make thy Prayers and coun- 
ſels to live arid take place upon them when 
thou art dead, | | 


more ſervice in the World. | 
Sol. Well, but jf he .haye no. more 
| Es \ of FAIT 


2. Objeft. I would fain live to do God , + 
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' vice for thee to do here, why ſhouldſt 
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ons anſwerd. 


thou not ſay with David; if he have no 
delight to uſe me any farther, here am 1 
ket him do what Teemeth him good : in 
'this 'world thou haſt no more to do , but 
he is calling thee to an higher ſervice and 
imployment in Heaven ;” and what thou 
wouldft do ſor hit here, he can do that by 
other hands. 

'= 3- Obj. 1 am not yet fully ready, I 
am not as a Bride compleatly adorned for 
the Bridegroom, 6. | 

* Sol. 1. Thy ® aſtification is compleat 


already, though thy ſanRification- be not ' 


ſo ;-and the way to makeit ſo is to dye, 
fortill then; it will have its deies and 
wants. . 
*::4- Obj. O but 1 want affurance, if I 
had that, I could dye preſently ! 

'- Sol. 1 Yea, there -it ſticks indeed ; but 
then conſider, that an hearty willingnets 
to-leave all the world to be freed from 
fin, and to be with God , is the next way to 
that:defired aſſurance; no carnal perſon 
was ever willing to dye uponthis ground. 
'22And thus 1 have finiſhed thoſe caſes 
which ſo ' neerly concern the- people: of 
God," in the teveral conditions of their 
life, and taught them how to'keep their 
hearts in all. ſhall next apply-the whole. 
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L oe of Infor mation. * 


Y O U. have heard that. the keeping 
of the heart is the great work -of ia 
Chriſtian, in which. the very foul and” 
life of Religion conſiſts, and withont 
which all other duties are : of no' value 
with God: hence then I ſhall infer: to 
the conſternation ofhypocrites , and foxmal 
Profeflors. as 2X 
1. That the pains andWours which main 


perſons have taken uu Religion, is but doſb"\ ha- 


bour, aud pains to no:purpoſe, ſuch as Wh 
never turnt 0 account, BEE 
Many great fervices have been perfot- 
med , many glorious works are wrotight 
by men , which yet are utterly -xeje&ed 
by God, and ſhell never ſtand- upon ;xe- 


cord in order to an eJernal acceptation, 


becauſe they took no heed to keep their * 
hearts with God in thoſe duties : this is 


that fatal rock upon - which thouſands:of 


vaiu Profeſſors 1plit themſelves-eternally-, 
they are curious abotft- the 'externals:of 
Religion, but regardleſs of their hearts. 
O how many - hourg; have ſome 'Profet- 
{ors ſpent in hear pnver 2» 20G 


of 


"7 


WW - ' 
L ; F F ; 
"* ; Pl” 
"F 3 . © : PE 


v2 «« 

Cas: Ih 

. 7 : = 2 * * RETIRE IS COIN 2 REP. 

- . ; - af 2 Iv &7 ” > bo $3 4 obs 4 1 8h : 
>< 4 7. MS. R \ os EE 7," AS Iu8" . Fn a + ? : , LED <4 x 


by 384 Il: Zafer. Why Saints Walk. 
C \ of Religion, as good they had fate till 
and «done. nathing , for 'all this ' ſignifies 
nothing, the great work ,-I mean heart- 
| work, being all the while neglected : 
tell -me thou vain Profeſſor , when didſt 
. thou ſhed a (tear 'for the deadnels , hard- 
 . nefs,, unbelief, or carthlineſs of thy heart ? 
thinkeft thou , ſuch an eaſie Religion can 
fave thee? if ſo, we may invert Chriſts 
words', and ſay, wide is the gate, and 
® broad is the way that leadeth-to life, and 
= many there be that go in thereat : hear me 
; hon -ſelf-deludMs hypocrite, thou that 
haſt avs] God with heartleſs duties, thou 
thatthaſt ated in. Religion as if thou hadſt 
been blefling an Idol , that could not - 
fearch and diſcover thy heart : thou that 
-haft offered to God but the skin of the 
" Hacrifice ;,not the marrow, fat, and in- 
-wards of it; how wilt thou 'abide the 
coming of the Lord ? how wilt thou hold 
Z "-up- thy head before him when he ſhall 
=.» tay, Oc thou difſembling falſe-hearted 
| :man?” how couldft thou profeſs Religion ? 
With what face couldft thou ſo often tell 
me2-thou loveſt®me+, when thou knew- 
_ _ ſtall the while in thine' own Conlcience, 
-— -that' thine "heart was not. with me? 'O 
-remble to think Writ -a fearful Jndg- 
\ment/it'is to be giveriovet to bea o_-_ 
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 »ſo uncomfortably. | 


and careleſs heart: and then to have religi- : 


ous duties inſtead ofa rattle to quiet” 
ſtill the Conſcience! * 7 
2. Hence alſo infer for the humiliation 
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even of upright hearts , that unleſs the pec-. + 


ple of God Spend more time and uw about 
their hearts than' generally and ordinarily 
they do, they are never like ts do God much 
ſervice , or be owners of much comfort in this 
World. $5: 02 | 

I may ſay of that Chriſtian that is remiſs 
and careleſs in keeping his heart , as Facob 
{aid of Reuben , Thou ſirelt not excel; Tt 
grieves me to. fee how many Chriſtians 
there are that go up and'down dejeed 


_ and complaining that live at a poor low 


rate; both of ſervice and comfort; and 
how can they expet&t it ſhould be otherwiſe 
as long as they live at ſuch a careleſs rate? 
O how little of their timeis ſpent in the clo- 
ſet, in ſearching, humbling and quickning 
their hearts? - | , © 
* Yow' ſay your hearts are dead, and 
do you wonder they are fo az long as 
you keep them not with the Fountain 
xof life 2 if your bodies had been dierced'as 
your ſouls have been, they would have 


been-dead too; never expe better 
-hearts till you take more pains with / - 


them 3 gui fugit molam, fugit- rr 


* 
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386 Why Saints walk 


he that will not have the ſwear , muſt not 
expe the ſweet of Religion. 

O Chriſtians! I fear your heal - and 
ſtrength hath-run in the wrong Channel : 
I fear moſt of us may take up the Chur- 
ches complaint, Cant. 1. U. They have 
wade me the Keeper of Vineyards, but 
mine own Vineyards have 1 not kept. Two 
things have eaten up the time and, ſtrength 
of the Profeſſors of this Gneration, and 
{fadly. diverted them from heart-work. 
(1.) Fruitleſs Controverſies ſtarted by Sa- 
tan, I doubt not to this vety purpole, to 
take us off from practical. godlineſs, to 
jmaake us puzzle our heads, when we ſhould 


be ſearching our hearts. O how little 


have. we mindedthat of the Apoſtle, Zeb. 
I3-C. *Tts 4 good thing that the heart be 
eſtabliſhed with grace, aud nat with meats, 
(#.e.) with diſputes and controverſies a- 
bout meats., which have not profited them 
that have been occupied therein, 

Q: ſhow much better is it to ſee men 
live-exaRly, thento hear them diſpute ſub- 
tilly-z theſe unfruitful queſtions, how 
have they' rendred the Churches? waſted 
tune and fpirits and called Chriſtians off 
From their--main bulineſs, from looking 
to their own Vineyard ? what think | you 
Sirs ? -had it not been better if the que- 
EY ſtions 


pron 


fo uncomfortably, 187 
ſtions ventiled among the people of Gol 
of late daies, had been ſuoh as theſe? 
how ſhall a man diſcern the ſpecial, from 
the - common .operations of the Spirit? 
how may a Soul diſcern its firſt decline- 


ings from God? how may a backſliding 


Chriſtian recover his firſt ' love? . how 
may the heart be preſerved from unſea- 
lonable thoughts in duty? how may a 
boſom fin be diſcovered and mortifi- | 
ed, &c. would not this have tended 
more to the credit of Religion, and com- 
fort of your fouls? O *tis time to re- 
pent, and be. aſhamed of this folly ! when. 
I read what Suarez a Papiſt ſaid , who 
wrote many Tombs of Diſputations, that 
he prized the 'time he ſet apart for the 
ſearching and examining of his heart , 
in reference to God , above all the time ' 


. that he ever ſpent in other ſtudies : I am 


aſhamed to find rhe Profeſſors of this age 
yet inſenſible' of their folly ; ſhall the 
Conſcience of a Suarez feel a relenting 
pang for ſtrength. and time fo ill imploy= 
ed? and ſhall: not yours? this is'it your 
Miniſters long ſince warned you of: 
your ſpiritual Nurſes were afraid of the 
Rickets when they ſaw your heads only. 
to grow, and your hearts to wither. O - 
when will --God beat our Swords into 
- FOES ; | plows 


- 
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plowſhares: I mean our diſputes and 
contentions ,.. into praCtical godlineſs. (2.) 
Another caule of neglefting our heart 


and hearts of many have been-filled with 
fuch a crowd and noife of worldly buſi- 
neſs, that they have fadly and ſenſibly de- 
clined and withered in their zeal , loyc 
and delight in God, in their heavenly , 
ſerious and profitable way of converfing 
©  - $oih-man, ' 
> '  - O howhath this wilderneſs intangled 
=. us? our diſcourſes and conferences , nay 
our yery prayers, and duties have a tans 
of it; we have had ſo much work with- 
out doors , that we have been able to 
do but little within. It was the fad 
| complaint of an holy one, 
Mr.S:#07g. O faith he! tis fad to think 
| how many precious oppor- 
 -- *, tunities I have loſt? how many ſweet 
be motions, and admonitions of the Spirit 
, I have poſted gver unfruitfully, and 
made. the, Lord to ſpeak in vain ,/ in the 
ſecret illaples of his-Spirit ? the Lord hath 
called upon-me, but my worldly thoughts 
did «ſtill "ooge in me, and there was 
no place within my heart for ſuch calls of 


God , even in our worldly imploymentts ; 
Ls 14 God 


hath been earthly incumbrances : the heads 


God! ſurely .there is a way of enjoying - 


PF oe bs nt 


. ſo unfruitfully. 185 
God wopld never have put us upon 
them to our loſs. © Enoch walked with 
God, and begat Sons and Daughters, Ger. 
5- I9. He walked with God, but did 
not retire and ſeparate himſelf from the 
things of this life: And the Angels that 
are imployed by Chriſt in the things of 
this World (for the Spirit of the living 
creatures is in the wheels) they are finite 
creatures, and cannot be in a twofold 
ubi at one time, yet they loſe nothing 
of the beatifical viſion, all the time of 
their adminiſtration, for at. 18. 10. 
their Angels (even whilſt they were im- 
ployed for them) Behold the face of their 
father which # in Heaven. We need not 
loſe our viſions by our, imployments , if 
the fault were not our own , Alalſs! that 
ever Chriſtians who ſtand at the door 
of eternity, and have more work upon 


| "A p 


their hands then this poor moment of - 


interpoſing time is ſufficient for , ſhould 


yet. be filling both our heads and hearts f 


with trifles. | 


2. Hence alſol infer for the awakening 
e 


of all, That if the keeping of the heart 


the great work of 4 Chriſtian , then there are 


but few real ChriStians in the World. 
Indeed , If every one that hath learned 


the diale& of Chriſtianity , and can talk” 


like 
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190 Real Saints the greateſt rarities 
like a Saint, if. every one that hath gifts 
and parts, and by the common affiſting 
preſence of the Spirit can preach, pray 
or diſcourſe like a Chriſtian; in a word , 
if ſuch as aſſociate themſelves with the 
people of God, anddelight in Ordinances, 
might paſs for Chriſtians, thehumber then 
is great. 


- But alaſs! to what a ſmall number will . 


they ſhrink, if you judge them by this rula! 
how. few are there that make Conſcience 


of keeping their hearts, watching their \ 


thoughts, judging their ends, &c. O there 
be but few cloſet-men among Profeſlors! 
tis far eaſier for men to be reconciled to 
any duties in- Religion then to' theſe: the 
prophane. part of the world will not ſo 
much as touch with the outſide of Reli- 
210us Duties, much leſs to this: and for 
the hypocrite though .he be polite and 
curious about thoſe externals, yet you can 
never perſwade him to this inward work, 
this difhcult work :;this work to which 
there is no inducement by humane ap- 
Plauſe, this work that would quickly di(- 
cover what the hypocrite cares not to 
know, fo that' by a general conſent, this 
heart-work is left to the hands of a few ſe- 
cxet ones, and [tremble to think in how few 
hands.it-is; | OE Sets 
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Motives tb keep the heart. : T9t 
II. Vſ/e far 'Exhortation. 


T* the keeping of the heart be ſo impor- 
tant a buſmeſs, if ſich choice advantapes 
accrue to: yolt thereby . if ſo many dear and 
precions intereſts be wrapt up in ut, then let 
me call upon the people of God every where 
to fall ore to this wozh., : 

O ſtudy your hearts, watch your hearts, 
keep your hearts: away with fruitlefs con- 
troverſies and idle queſtiong, away with 


-empty names and vain ſhews, away with 


unprofitable diſcourſe and bold cenſures 
of others, turn in upon your ſelves, getiin- 
to: your cloſets, and now reſolve to. dwell 
there: you: have been ſtrangers to this 
work too long, you have kept others vine-' 
yards: too-long, you bave trifled' about 
the borders of Religion too long , this 
World hath detained. you from your 
great - work to long; will you now re- 
lolve to look better to your hearts? will , 
you haſt and come out of the crowds 

of buſineſs and clamours of the world ? 

and retire your ſelves more then you have' 

done ? Oh that this dayyou would reſolve 

upory it ! | | 7 
* Reader; tmethinks I ſhould prevail witty. 
s SF : thee 4 
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S's 192 A good heart helps a bad head. 


\ 


thee 3-all that Tbeg for is but this, that 
thou» wouldfſt ſtep alide a. little. oftner to 
talk with . God; and thine own heart, 
that thou wouldft not ſuffer every trifle 


to. divert thee; . that thou wouldeſt kwep 
a. more true and faithful account of thy. 


thoughts and affections ; that thou would(t 
but ſeriouſly demand of thine own heart, 
atleaſt every evening, O my heart where 
haſt thou been to day? whither haſt thou 
made- a - rode to..day ? if all. that hath 
been faid by way of inducement. be not 
enough., I have yet more motives to offer 
you; and their is this. 


1. Motive* The, #tndying obſerving; and 
diligent keeping of your own hearts will mar- 
vellouſly.. help your underſtanding in the deep 
myſteries of Religion. 

An honelt. well experienced; heart is a 
ſingular helpto a weak head, ſuch a heart 
wall . ſerve 'you inſtead of a_ Commentary 
upon a great part of the Scriptures z .by 
this. means you ſhall far. better .under- 
_ | ſtandthe things of Gqd than the Learned 
 Rabbies and ahhe Thats Lottors (if, grage- 
lets and. unexperienced )) ever.did:, you 
ſhall not only. have, a more clear , but a 
more {weet perception and guſt of them 5; 
a-man may ditcourſe - orthodoxly - agd 
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he keeping of the heaff. 


profoundly .6f the nature and effects: of - 


taith , the troubles and comforts 'of Con- 
icience, | the | ſweetneſs of Communion 


with God, thatnever felt the efficacy and 


iweet impreſfions of -theſe things upon 
his own fpirit: but O'how dark and 
are theſe notions, compared with his up-. 
on whoſe | heart they have been ated? 
when fuch a man reads David's Pfalms, 
or Paul's Epiſtles , there he finds bis own 
objeftiogs made and anſwered : O faith 
he: thets h 


mine , -and their experiences mine, I re- 
member Chriſoſtow ſpeaking to his peo- 
ple of Arntzch about fome choice experi- 


ences , uſed this expreſſion Scinne iniriats.. 


d dico; thoſe that are initiated know 
what I ſay, experience is the beſt School- 
maſter. O then! ſtudy your hearts, keep 
your hearts. CN 13 

Mot. . 2. The ſtudy and. obſervation: of. 


your own hearts will antidote you againſt the 


—_— and infefting errors of the times | 


and places you we in, » 0390 
For -what think you is the reaſon that 
ſo many profeſſors in England have de- 
parted from the Faith ,- giving heed to 
fables; that fo many thouſands have 
He's v, RELIES > been 
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oly men ſpeak my very heart !. 
#heir doubts were mine, their troubles 


194 Antidotes againit eryor : 
been led away by the: error of the wick- 
ed, that Jeſuites and Quakers, who have 
ſown corrupt Dorine, have had ſuch plen- 
tiful Harveſts among us, but becauſe they 
have met with a company of empty notional 
Profeſſors, that never knew what belong 
to -praftical Godlinels , and the ſtudy of 
theirown hearts. | . 

2If | Profeflors did but give. diligenceto 
ſtudy ,  fearch, and. watch their own 
hearts , they would have that iSragsip-ywey 
that-ſtedſaſtneſs of their own that Lerer 
ſpeaks of, 2 Pet. 3. 17. and this would, 
ballaſt and ſettle them, Heb. 13. p\pppoſc 
2 Subtil Papiſt ſhould -talk to ſuch, .of 
the dignity , .and merit of good works, 
could bi ever work. the pertwaſion . of 
it into. that. heart that is conſcious. to it 
ſelf of ſo much darkneſs, deadnels , di- 
. ftraQion , and unbelief attending its beſt” 
duties? *Tis a good Rule, non eſt difÞu- 
tandum de guſia., There is no_ diſputing 
againſt taſte; what a man hath felt and 
taſted , one cannot beat him off from that 
by argument. | 

3- Mot. Your care and diligence in keep- 

?ng your hearts wit prove one of the beſt evi- 
ances of your ſincerity. 

I know no external a& of Religion that 
differ _ 
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The be#t mark of Sincerity. 195 
differences the ſound ftom the unſound pro* 
ſefſor : ?tis wonderful to conſider how far 
hypocrites go in all external duties, how 
plauſible they can*order the outward man, 

hiding all their indecencies from the obſer- 
vation of the World.” ON. 
But then, they take no, heed to their 
hearts, they are not in ſecret what they ap- 
pear to be in publick ; and before this try- 
al no hyycrite can ſtand; *tis confeſt, ony 
may in, under a pang upon a death-bed, 
cry -ourv1 the wickedneſs of their heatts 5 
but alaſs? there is no heed to be taken to 
theſe extorted complaints 5 in our. law 
no credit is to be given to the teſtimo- 
ny of one upon the rack , becauſe it may 
be fuppoſed , that the extremity of the 
torture may make him' fay any thing to 
be eaſed; but if felf-jealoufie, care, and 
watchfulneſs,be the daily workings and 
frames of thy heart, ſtrongly argues the 
ſinceritie of it 3 for what but the ſenſe of a 
divine eye, what but the real hatred of fin 
as ſin, could put thee upon thoſe ſecret du- 
ties, which lie out of the obſeryation of all 
creatures? EEE ade 
If then it be a deſirable thing in thine 
eyes | to have a fair teſtimony of* thine 
integrity, and'to know of a truth that 


196 _ Orainances. ſweet, .&C. 
thou feareſt God : then ſtudy thine heart » 
watch thy heart , keep thy heart. . 
Mot. 4. How Frufal, ſweet and comfor- 
table would all ordinances and duties be to us 
if our hearts were better kept ? | 

O what precious communion might 
. you haye with God every time you ap- 
roach him; if your. hearts .were but in 
ame , you might then ſay with David, 


Pfal. 104. 34. My meditation offers ſhall 
be fweet- That which loſes a 'Com- 
forts in Ordinances and more ſeeMMduties, 
is the indiſpoſedneſs of the heart : a Chri- 
Rtian whoſe heart is in a good frame gets 
the ſtart of others that come with him 
in that duty: they are tugging hard to 
Set up their hearts with God , now try- 
ing this argument, upon them, and then 
that, to- quicken. : and affe@ them., and 
fometimes' ' go , away as bad as they 
_ caine. Sometimes - the cuty is almoſt 
ended before. their hearts begin to ſtir 
to feel any warmth , quickning , or pow- 
er-from-it-: but all this while the prepa- 
red heart is at its work; this is he that 
ordinarily gets the firſt fight of Chriſt 
in. Sermon: the firſt Seal from Chriſt in 
a, Sacrament. the firſt kiſs from -Chriſt 
ig lecxet prayer. I tell you., and-1 tell 
NI _** "you 


£ 
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Fleart acquaintance, &. " 195 
you but what I have felt , that Prayers and 
Sermons would appear to you other |man- 
ner of, things then tltiey do, did .you- but 
bring better ordered hearts unto them, you 
would not go away dejetted and drooping. 
O this hath been a loſt day, a loſt duty to 
me, if you had not loſt your hearts it 
might not be ſo: if then the comfort of 
ordinances be ſweet, look to your heatts 
keep your hearts. ' 

Mot..s. Acquaintance with your own 
hearts would he a Fountain of matter to yo 
in Prayer. +170 

A man that js diligent in heart work; 
and knows the ſtare of his. own ſoul; 
will have a Fountain-fulneſs- of ' matter 
to ſupply him richly in all his addrefles 
to God; his tongue ſhall not faulter , 


| and make pauſes: for want of mater, P/l: 


45- 1 My heart # inditing a good matter, 
or as Montanus renders the original, my 
heart-is boyling up good. matter , like a. 
living ſpring that is ſtill bubbling up freſh. 
water-; and then my tongue is as the 
pen of a ready Writerz others muſt pump 
their memories , -rack their inventjons's 
and- are often at a loſs when they have 
done all; but if thou have kept and faith- 
fully ftudied thine own heart, twill be -- 
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lp with thee (as Fob ſpeaks in another caſe) 
like : bottles full of new Wine , that want 
vent , which are ready to burſt; as holy 
matter flows plentifully 3 fo more feel- 
ingly and ſweetly from ſuch a heart”; when a 
heart-experienced Chriſtian is mourning 
befqre God- for ſome ſpecial heart-cor- 
ruptian, ” wreſtling with God for the 
ſupply : of 'ſome {pecial inward want 
he ſpeaks not as 'other men do, that 
have learned to pray by rote , their con- 
feſſions and Petitions are ſqueezed out , 
his drop freely like pure honey fromthe 
comb, *is a happineſs then to be with or 
near ſuch-a. Chriftian. ' I remember Zer- 
ard. having given Rules to prepare the 
heart fox.prayer, concluded them thus, Et 
crm tals fueris memento met; and (faith he) 
_ thy heart is in this frame then remem:- 
er mee: | "al 


6. Mot. By this the decayed power of Re- - 


ligion will be recovered again among profeſ- 
fors , which is the ma## deſirable ſight 1n this 

O that I might live to ſee that day! 
when profeffors'ſhall not walk 'in a vain 
ſhew, when they ſhall pleaſe themſelves 
10 more with a name to live, being {pi- 
ritually dead; when they 'ſhall be no 
wi iy more 
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more (as many of them are now)' a' com- 

ny of frothy , vain- and ufurious 'per- 
ons , but the Majeftick beams of holineſs 
ſhining from their heavenly , and ſerious 


| converſation 'ſhall awe the: World, and 


command and reverence far all that are a-- 
bout them; when they ſhall warm the 
hearts of thoſe that, come nigh them, ſo 
that men ſhall ſay, God is intheſe-men of a 
truth. . | | 

Well, fucha time may again be ex- 
petted according to that promiſe , Z/azah 
Go. 21. The people ſhall be all righteous. 
But till we fall cloſer to this great work 
of keeping our hearts, I am out of hopes 
to ſee thoſe bleſſed days; I cannot ex- 
pe& better times. till God give - better 
hearts; doth it not grieve you to fee 
what a ſcorn Religion is made in. the 
World ,@what objets of contempt and 
{corn the profeſſors of it are made in the 
World ? kn $5 

Profeflors, would you recover your. 
credit ? Would you again obtain an ho- 
nourable teſtimony in . the Conſciences 
of your very enemies, then, keep your 
hearts, watch your hearts; ?tis the Per 
nels, frothineſs, and carthlineſs-of your 
hearts' that bath made. your lives fo; and 
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© 200 Scapdalherebyprevented. 
this hath brought you under contempt of 
the World, yonfirft loſe your fights of 


your - heavenly . and . ferious deportment 

among men; and by that your intereſt 

. in their Conſajences : 'O then! for the 

credit of Religion, for the honour of your 

profeſſion, keep your hearts. | 

Mot. 7. By diligence in keeping our 

hearts , we ſhonld prevent and remove the ſa- 

tal ſcandals and Punbling blacks out of the 
Way of theWorld. _ 

.. Woto the World ( faith Chriſt) becauſe 


cover your- faces? do not your hearts 
bleed within: you to hear of the ſcanda- 
lous miſcarriages. of many loſe profef- 
fors? could you not like Shem and Fa- 
phet ," go backward with a Garment to 
cover the ſhame of many Prgfaflors ? 


. Jam 2.7. 2.Sam. 12.13, 14. The hearts 
of the righteous ſadned, P/al. 25. 3. Ezek. 
36.' 20. By this the World is fearfully: 
prejudiced” againſt Chriſt and Religion 

' the bonds of death made faſt upon their 

ſouls, thoſe that had a general love and 

liking to the: ways of God, ftartled and 
quite- driyen back, and thus _ 

| —_— 5 


God and communion with . him, then 


of offences, Mat. 18. 7 Doth not ſhame 


how is that worthy name blaſphemed ? | 


| xs | 


Service of God promoted, 2601 © 


blood is ſhed: Wo to the World. 

Yea, how are the Conlciences of fal- 
{en Profeflors plunged and even overwhelm- . 
. ed in the deeps of trouble ? God inward- 
ly excommunicating their ſouls from all 
comfortable fellow{hip with himſelf, and 
the joys of his Salvatien; infinite are the 4 
miſchiefs that come by the ſcandalous 2 
lives of Profeſſors. | | 

And what is the true cauſe and reaſon 
of all this; but the niegſeing of their 
hearts? were our hearts better kept, all 
this would be prevented; had David 
kept his heart, he had not broken his 
bones ; a negleRing. careleſs heart , muſt cy 
of neceſſity produce a diſorderly ſcanda- - 
lous life, I thank God for the 3. =” 
freedom and faithfulneſs of a Goel 
reverend Bother in ſhewing glaſs. 
Profeſſors their manifold miſ- | 
carriages , and from my heart do'wiſh that 
when their wounds have been throughly 
ſearched by that probe, God would be - 
pleaſed to heal them by this  Plaiſter. _ 
O Profeſſors ! if ever you would keep re- 
ligion ſweet, if, ever you hope to -re- 
cover the credit of it in the World, keep 

our hearts; either keep: your hearts, or 
loſe your credit: keep your hearts , - 
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loſe your comforts; *keep your hearts, leſt 
ye ſhed Soul-bloud; what words .can ex- 
preſs the deep concernments, the wonderful 
con{equencesof this work ? every thing puts 
a neceſſity, a ſfolemnity, a beauty upon 
It. 

8. Mot. An heart well kept will fit you for 
any condition God caſts you into, or any ſer- 
vice he hath to uſe yourn. | 

He that hath learnt how to keep his 
heart lowly , is fit for proſperity : and he 
that knows how 'to uſe and apply to it 
Scripture promiſes , and ſupports , is fit 
to- paſs through any adverfity :* he that 
can deny the pride and ſelfiſhneſs of his 
heart is fit to. be employed in any ſervice 
for God, ſuch a man was Pal, he did 
not 'only ſpend his.time in Preaching to 
others, in keeping others Vineyards, but 
he look'd to_ himſelf, kept his own Vine- 
_ yard, 1Cor. 9. 27." Leſt when 1 have preach- 
ed to others, Imy ſelf ſhould be a caſt-away : 
and what -an- eminent inftrument wag#he 
for God, he-could turn his hand to any 
work ,” he could dexterouſly manage 
both an adverſe and proſperous - condi- 
tion: I how how to abound, and how 
ro ſuffer want . Let the: people defie hiin, 
x moyes him. not , unleſs to- indignation; 
FTE" OI IS. Let 
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Communion of Saints; &C." 267 
Let them ftone-him, he can bear it; if 4 mar 
page himfclf from theſe (laith he) (2 Tins: We 

2. 21.) He ſhallbe a-veſſel unto honour, ſans 54 
trified and meet for the Maſters uſe, and pre- * | 
pared unteevery good work, DES 

Firſt the heart” muſt be purged , and 
then, *tis prepared for any ſervice of God: 
when the heart of 1/aiah was purified , 
which was' the thing fignified by the 
touching of his lips with a Coal-from the 
Altar, Ja. 6. 7. then he was fit for Gods 
work; here am I, ſerid me. ver. $.' a man 
that hath not learrned to keep his heart , 
put him upon any ſervice for God, and 
if it be attended with honour, - it. ſhall 
ſwell up and overtop his ſpirit ; if with. 
ſuffering. it will 'exanimate and fink 
him. OE | ; = Sis 

Jeſus Chriſt had an inſtrumental fit- 
neſs for his Fathers work above all the 
ſervants that ever God imployed : he 
was 2zealous-in publick work for God, ſo 
zealous , that ſometimes he forgat to eat 
bread, yea, that his "friends thought he 
had been beſides himſelf; but yet he {6 
carried on his publick work, as:.not to 
forget his own private communion - with 
God; and therefore you read in -Afatth. 
74. 23. that when he had .been labour - +: 7 
: Fen 97S wg. I 
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 _ 7 204 . Torts Primitive Beauty. 

*- mg allday, yet after that he went up to 
a mountain apart to pray, and was tizere 
alone, O let the keepers of the Vie- 
yard look to their own Vineyards ! we 
ſhall never be fo iuſtrumental to the good 
of others as when we arc moſt diligent a- 
bout their own ſouls. . 

Mot. 9. If the people of God would more 
dilsgently keep their hearts, how exceedingly 
world the' communion of Saints be thereby 
fwecrned !- 

How goodly than would be thy tent -* 
O'Facob, and thy Tabernacles O 1/rael . 
then as it is propheſied of the Fews, Zech 
8. 23. en would ſay, we will go with you 
for we havi heard that God is among you 
Tis the fellowſhip your ſouls chave with 
the Father and with the Son, that draws 
out the deſires of others after fellowſhip 
with you, 1 oh. 1.3. I tell you, if Saints 

' would be perſwaded to take more pains , 
and ſpend more time about their hearts z 
there would quickly be ſuch a divine 
luſtre upon the face of their converfa- 
tion. that men would account jt no 
{mall priviledge to be with or near 

em. 

Tis the pride, paſſhon, and earthlineſs 
of our hearts that hath ſpoyled rien 

| OS - fellow 
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fellowſhip, whence is it? that when 
Chriſtians meet , they are often jarring 
and contending but only their unmor- 
tified .paſſions ; whence are there uncha- 
ritable cenſures of their Bretheren, but on- 
ly from ſelf-ignorance ? 'why are they ſo 
rigid, and unmerciful towards thoſe that 
are fallen ? but becauſe they conſider not 
themſelves , as the Apoſtle ſpeaks , Gal. 6. 
1. Whyis their diſcourſe ſo frothy and 
unprofitable when they meet? 4s not this 
from the earthlincſs and vanity of their 
hearts? 

My Bretheren, theſe be the things that 
have ſpoyled Chriſtmn fellowſhip, - and 
wade it become a dry and fapleſs thing z 
ſo that many Chriſtians are even weary 
of it , andare ready to fay with the Pro- 
phet, Fer. 9. 2. O' that I bad a Cottage 
3n the wilderneſs, &c. That I might leave 
my people and go from them !' and with Da- 
vid , Plal. 120. 6. My foul hath long awelt 
with them that hate peace. this hath made 
them long for the grave, that they might 
80. from -them har are not their own 
people, to them that are their own people, 
as the original of that Text imports 
2 Cor. 5.8. | 6 
- But now, if Profeſſors would ftudy 
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their own hear? more , watch and keep 
them, better, all this would be prevetited; 
and the beauty and glory of communi- 
on again reſtored; they would divide no 
more, contend no more, cenfure raſhly 
no more; when+their hearts are | in -tune 
their tongues will not jarr- how Chari- 
table, pitiful, and tender will they be one 
of another , when every one” is daily 
humbled under the evil of his own heart; 
Lord, haſten. thoſe much deſired dayes , 
and bleſs theſe -counſels in order to 
them. | 
10. Mot. Laſtly, by this the comforts of 
the Spirit , and precious influences of all Or- 
dinances wonld be fixed , and much longer 
' preſerved in your ſouls thennow they are. 
Ah! What wouldI give that my foul 
might be preſerved in that frame ! I ſome- 
' times find it after an Ordinance ! Al:- 
quande intromittis me Domine in affettum 
whltum inuſitatum , introrſus ad quam ne- 
ſeio dulcedinem, &c. Sometimes, O Lord, 
(faith one of the Fathers fiveetly) thou 
admitteſt me into_the_ moſt inward , un- 
uſual and. ſweet delights, to I know not 
what ſweetneſs , which were .it perfeted 
in me I know [not what it would be, 
- or ratlier what ,it would not be. But 
SEM | alaſs! 


The: A 
. FA 
f $3 


a RE 


yo I FINE) 


— Ge ea Bod: 


wo” wp Wwoq;t nt FP o vo . Y WF 


08 i. * 


* My Foe 


alaſs! the heart grows careleſs again; 'and 

uickly returns ,. like water removed from 
the fireto its native coldnefs; could you 
but keep thoſe things for ever in your 
hearts , what Chriſtians would you be! 
what lives. would you live ! and how is it 
that theſe things remain no longer with us 2 
doubtleſs it is becauſe we ſuffer our hearts 
to take | cold: again; we ſhould be as 
careful after an Ordinance or duty to 
prevent this, as one that comes, out of 
an hot Bath , or great ſweat, is of going - 
into the chill Air; we have our hot and 
cold fits by turns, and what is the reafon 
but our unskilfulneſs and; carelefneſs in 
keeping the heart? 

”Tis a thouſand pities , that the Ordi- 
nances of God, as to their quickening 
and comforning effets, ſhould be like 
thoſe humane Ordinances the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, that periſh in the uſing. O 
then, let me ſay to you, asFob 15. 11. 
Do the conſolatious of God ſeem ſmall to 
you ? Look over theſe ten ſpecial benefits , 
weigh them ina juſt ballance; are they 
ſmall matters? is” it a ſmall matter to 
have _ thy weak. underſtanding afliſted ? 
thine endangered ſoul . antidoted , thy 
ſincerity cleared , thy communion me 
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God tweetned, thy ſails filled. in prayer, 
is it a ſmall thing' to have the decaycd 
power of godlinefs: again recovered, all 
fatal ſcandal removed, an infſtrumen- 
tal fitneſs to ſerve Chriſt obtained , 
the Communion of Saints reftored to. its 
primitive - glory, and | the influences 
of_ ordinances abiding in the fouls of 
Saints ? if theſe be no common bleffings , 
no {mall benefits, then ſurely it is a great 
duty to keep the heart with all dit- 
gence, Rd Fg 


Thelll ſe for Diredticn. 


to ſome ſpecial means for the keep- 

. __ Ingof the heart; and there beſides what 
hath been hinted in the explication of 

the duty, pag. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. to which 

I refer the reader and all thoſe direRions 
thoughout the whole appropriated . to 
particular cafes and ſeafons , I ſhall far- 
ther add ſevoral other general means of 
Wes uſe to this end, and the firſt is 


1. Means 


«He next Uſe ſhall be for DireRion. 
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- © 2, Meatis-Would''you'thut keep" 
bearts as bath beet peffivaded; vben finr- 
aſh your bearts richly with the word of God 
which js their" biſt- preſervative againſt fin? 
Reep the ,Word, and. the Word will 
keep you: "As the | fitli'rectiving' of the 
Word regenerated your hearts;fo the keep- id 
ingof the'Word within you; will preſerve -. . 
your hearts; Col; 3.'16,'"* Let the Word of bn; 
Chriſt dwell tichly in.you;"Let it dwell, not AN 
tarry with-youfor a night, 'andilet it dwell by. 
richly or plentifully;/ in all that is of it, in 
its commands; promiſes , threats; in all 
chat is in you, in- your underſtandings, me- 
mories,'confciences, affeQions; and then it 
will- preſerve your hearts, P/2l. 119. rt. : 
en ho pep is 746, tbar-T ., WW 
maght 10: fin againſt theei-*Tis the flippe« * 
ko. hr .our\ hearts -in reference to the We”, 
Word, that-icaules ſo/many flips in our. - * 60S 
Hes, ''' Conſcience cannot be urged, or . 
awed with forgotten traths; but keep it in /-,\ 3 
the heart paMFit will keep both heart abd” <4 4 
life uprighW-#ſzl. 37.37. - The Law of bs...  * 7 
God is in bisheart zone of bis fteps ſhall ſlides * 
or if he'do; the 'Word will recover the DT 
firaying heart again. Mar. 26. 57." Thes 
Peter remembred ( the words of Jeſus ) and 
wep# bitterly; We never loſe our hearts tiff: 


5, 


"als © - ChojobrAMeayn 
; they Note firſt loſt-che efficacious and pow- 
_crful impreſſions of the Word. 
-.Means..2, Call :your bearts Frequent! to 
Pe acconnt,. if ever. you mean to keep + them 
' with. Gods © 
- , Thoſe chat pat a ſtock ; ay the bands 
4 .of unfaithful-and ſuſpicious ſervants, will 
"v4 -be' lure” to-*make ſhort -reckonings with 
Br them: The- beart "is deceitful above all 
= - #bings,. and defperazely wicked, Jer. 17. 9 
3 -O ?ris as 'neceflary as ſweet, that we and 
A - our reins; that is,we &our ſecret thoughts, 
Y :confer. pb? every night, Fſ2l."16, 7. 
36%. -ME ſhould call 'o8r. hearts: to account e- 
= ola gb and ſay, Oh my heart / 
De, i haſt thou been to [day ? - where 
4 * have thy thoughts wandred: to day ? 
* » what account cant thou give: of them ? 
* Oh pra heart , vain heart ; +couldſi 
thou not 'abide by: 'the Fountain of. De- 
lights? is there better entertainment with 
the Creature than with God ? the oftner 
= » the heart mects with xebukes and checks 
"EN for wandring, the leſs *twill wander 3 if 
£23 every vain thought were retraGed with a 
 figh, every excurſion -of the heart from 
God with a ſevere check; it would not 
. dare fo boldly ys fre pon to digre(s 
.mos ſtep Wes oY aRions.' which 
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are committed with reluQtancy, are no 
committed with frequency. 
Mea. Jr; He that will keep bis beart, 
muſt take beed of plunging bimſelf into ſuch 
s multiplicity of earthly. buſineſs * ai ti 4 
cannot manage without neglefting bis main KY 
buſineſs. ; | ; ” I, | : : k | -” 
.. It cannot be imagined he eld beep es. 
. his heart with God, that hath. Joſt him 2, 
ſelf in a wood of carthly., buſinels Takes; | TR] 
heed you do not pinch your ſouls by gtais. © © ©. 
fying the immoderate deſires of your. | 
'I wiſh many: Chriſtians: could ir 
as a Heathen, once did," 1 


but only lend my ſelf to my : * 4 
| "Subyehn ©dt FUS ures” -. 
fineſs, Tis - ſaid. ear Sn = 


14 
4 
Ss 


reigned in the Romans bearts: De FOE 2 
berius only in their Provinces : though: the *. 


world be in your hands, let it ot | 
Chriſt out of your hearts... Xs 


| Take heed Chriſtian ; left thy Shop - 
ſieal away thy heart from thy Cloſet; God 7, 
never intended - earthly imployments for - + 
a ſlop, but rather for a ſtep to heavenly 
ones. O let not Ariftippus the Heathex © 
ariſe in judgement againſt thee, who ſaid; 
He would rather negled bis meant tha# 

mind, bis Farm than bis Soul, If thy thip 
be overladen thou muſt cal ſome-&fes 
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bo: ce Means" 
board*-More buſineſs than thou cant well 
manage, is like more meatthan'thou'canft 
wal Qigeſt , which will quickly make a 
Fickt PER TORIES 
_ Means 4. _ He that meant to keep bit 


heart, muſt carefully obſeror 1 firſt decti- 


ings from God, .and ſtop it there. 
: c 


that will find his houſe 'n good res 


pair, muſt in evetychink as ſboh as diſ- 
© Covered; and hethat will keep” his heart , 
muſt-not let" 2 vat! thought, be Jong neg- 
le&ed. The Serpent'of heart-Apoſtacy is 
beft killed in the Egg of a ſmall remiſſion. 


©," if many poor decayed Chriſtians had 


. © Tooked, to their hearts in time, they had 
© fievercome to that fad paſs they now are'; 

we may ſay of heart negleas, as the A- 
_ poſtle doth of vain bablings, that they in- 
* cxeaſe to more and more ungodlinels, Ne- 

mo repente fit ions; eel little Tins. neg- 
te&ed will quickly become great and ma- 
Nexlels. "The greateſt "Crocodle once lay 
man Egg, the greateſt oak was once but 
an Acorn 3 the firlng of'a ſmall! tails of 
powder may blow up all by leading 'to a 
grcater quantity. . Men little think what 
a proud, vain, wanton, or worldly thought 
may grow to - Behold how great a matter 


little fire kindles?" |! 
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| 5. Means. 
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| well as its.end. Th 


2007 


5. Meas, | "Take beed of loſing is ? 


- and ſpectneſ7 of your commugion ith 


fon 3, thereh Yy Tg bearts be Foofed Ld 


The heart is an hung ry. "Ju refiles 
thing, ie will have ſomething to feed 1 up 
ons if it ks nothing from 'God , 
will hunt for ſomethin amorip the We: 
fures, and there it gy it fel”, 'ag 
is nothing more 
engages the heart - to. a conſtancy," and 
evennels. jj jn walking with God., then, the 
Heeetnels which it taſts IP: a5 tte 
'Ganls whey, Once th had eafted the ſect 
wine of Italy, Tala never be ſatisfied 
dll they Engel the Countrey where 
it grows... | " 

Tis true .\ "Conſcience "of: dlity 'mh 


keep.the heart from. negleQipg; It, Vis. : 


when there j is ng. higher Motive, Y drives 
on deadly > #nd Ns with difiraftious3 
that which we. "delight in, we ArC Nev 2 
Weary of., as 1s evident-in "the raofic ons of - 
part; to. earthly. things . 'w RE t 
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+ Means 6, Hahitnatethy heart #0 ſpiri- 
tual. meditations, if thou wowldi have it 
freed from thoſe burdenſome diurrfious. 
®; - By this means you will get a facility 3 
1 and dexterity -in heart-work 3” "tis pity 
by thoſe ſmaller -portions” of our tinje be- 
+ _ twixtſolemn duties, ſhovld lie upon our 
Wo hands; and be rendred uſeleſs to us. Oh 
+3 learn Þ fave, oy _ ww and upon 
our thoughts: To this purpole,, a great 
_*Boyls occaſional Pp Xekebiſes which bap- 
Reſto , Page pen to come between the 
9: 1% _; ... More ſolemy _ paſſoges 
TE * , _ -, (Copbether buſmieſs of 36>. 
- ereations ) of bitmane life, are wont fo % 
be loft by moſt men. for want .of a due value 
for them, and even by goad men, for want 
of skill [$6 preſerve them., For though they 
eo not; properly deſpiſe zbem.,' yet they neg- 
tet or loſe them , for want of knowing how 
fo reſcue them, or what to do with them ; but 
eltbough grains of ſand, and aſhes 'be a 
, port but of a deſpicable ſmattneſs , and li- 
 -* _ ablefo be ſcattered and blowit away.z yet 
b” the thilful Artificer by a vehement fire, 
= - bringe numbers of theſe ta afford. him that 
poble ſubſtances Glaſs, by whoſe belp,* we 
pay bath. ſee our ſelves, and 'our blemiſhes 
"7 = | | lively 
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lively repreſented, ( as in Loking Glaſſer 
i= | and 2alk 
JE Ne of 


| kindle 6d materials ( as with FObPvg 
3 | CO) ſo when theſe. little. frag 

y els! of time, which if not carefully. 
ry ed. 08 wonld' be:  difſipated- and. 1g, 


IT. | cometobe managed by a s{liful Contempla- 
h | w , and to be'improvediby the Celeſtial Fire 
n j of -Drubvioun; they may beiſo ordered. asi ra 


it | afford ur both:Looking' wag rh #0 dreſr' oun - 


le | Souls by,” and proſpetiiver to'gdiſcover Hea- 
= | venly wonteriiand incentives 20! inflatze our 
Je beartewith neal. Thus fas be. 2G) 


21 bt en figVs » 719 aunts 


D -Sornething bf chat-nature 1 hive: able 


F hand, forwpublick benefit 37 if God: give < 


' | life-tofinill), and opportunity: to- produce 
t | itt Certainly chis isa great advantage . . 
y the — of* the Syed erik 
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an _—_ toſorke whole Sid NG 
-or-:two'of Conſolation. to:all diligent 
hon) ſexious'Chriſtians;\ that faithfully and. 
cloſely ply heart-work-3 thet-are.gtoaning 
and: weeping'in: leavet-over thecbardneſs., 
pride,\ carthlineſs; and -vanity«.of: chew 
| hearts, 'that ak \frax, 7 ROY 
over the. experienced: jelsy and 
falſeneſs of them; whilt. other: wain Pro« 
ſeſlors eyes. thach broat , their time. and 
Krength eaten up by fruitleſs diſputes, and 

earthly- extifloyments:s brat beft{by:-evid 
- aud; formal | pcafommances! 6f-ſarnet htarts 
|  efSiang} emptyidutics;/ Poor CliritiangiT 
_ kaveghree-things: to: offer. thee: ;{n-ordee 
- to thy ſtipport:and-:comfdrtioand doubts 
; Jeſs either: of . them alone. go wh) with 
© Faith, is ſufficient: to-comfort*thee-oyer 
all the trouble thou haſt with'thine own 
+ Hicart. 

- Comfort 1. This argues thy heart to be 
ME ght and boneſt , what ever thy other gifts 

abilities are. + 7 

*Tis upgzightneſs of heart will comfort 

T4 thee upen a Dcath-bed; 2 Kings 4h 
ws, : | , » FR 
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ed 16,4he* Frys arp Jag. | 
. Lord, how. T'bave walked bifore thee ii 


; F-am-really. of. bis:min@who Tail ,bS4 
o_ ea optioeſtyerine Chriſt ianb _ 
fordidifimwm: &:'maxime c* ops ©:pr 
omnibus wittorjis Of © pros Fi Hleaadtet 
aut Ceſarit. Might I have my wiſh, 'T Bu 
would prefer thermo deſpicable; and; for- = 
did. work'of a-ruſticte Cheiſtian\" beſors - 
all the victories arid triumphs of 
or Ceſar. Yea;\1&\meudd;; b | = 
elaborated! duticszanih>oxadtient witis' of 
yain -Prole fors:37:befores achereopals: J if i - ii 
Menahd:Angels5-it will ſignifie mo is -- 
my comfbzrito ſpendfone folicarphour'in 
tmouirting; before ithe >Eord'y over 
corrbpitivrr;! thatymany:hourgid/a! 
zealous;\: butrreadly' dead” #for! +0 
commbrditics; withithe gt -"Þ 
mentsand richeſt eiballifarien i of rp W 
and;þifehyriond bog lover i, 1350 WEE = ay, 

By: rhis very! thing Chriſt Yidin 
the formal :and::(etipus Chriftian} Marth} 

65157 Pheilonels for che/fiyvet a d Syne- 
goguey: for therobſervation phy vpplanle 
of mewyobat ichecpthetr! is! mary; 
hedlyworvphione nileps a Heartorrddes. 2 


= hole thing that's man thay have: proce C 
. ernally damned," but- rather: bleſs God 
25 that which: none :but "the. fayourites , | 
and darlings-/of ; Heaven have: :many' a 
one is now in Hell thathad: a better head: 
than thine, and many. one now-in Heas, 
_—_ complatnatof as bad” an heart as 
thine. 

2." Com. Kunw farther FP "NIE 
that : God, would never leave thee wnder der ſo 
U, — any beart troubles and' burdins; i bei _ 
: tended not thy real benefit thereby. 

&., _ }-; Thou art oftencryingout;) Lot why 
b ol thin; why goT mourning all the hay. 
having ſorrow in/'my heart,” thus::Jong I 
have. been - exerciſed! with hardneſs - of 
heart; and to'this day have" not obtained 
.. broken heart-3-many years have' T, been 
Praying and ſtriving againſi:vain thoughts, 
yet am fill -infeſted-and perplexed-with 
Wo. ; © whea ſhall Igeta better heart ? 
bs 1 have been in travel, and b t: forth 
bue Wind, 1 have obtained nodeliveratice, 
mg have the corruptions of my heart 
fallen. |.I have; broughe this heart many 
times tg Ayn gg rang Sedna $ 


Fe: Pen Oo "1 te L fo TR. T- 
God Slows thy ps q', complaincs,”” For... . 
C137 hereby. he would * Jet: hae” fee” what © 3 
_thy hgart'by Nature! is and 'was , and + 
therein: take notice "bw - much, thou art. © * 
beholding to free . Grace : He leaves thee i 
under theſe exerciſes of Spirit , that. thou 
maiſtlie as with thy face upon the ground, 
admiring that, ever .the . Lord of G 
ſhould take ſuch'a Toad, fo vile' _ Crea 
ture into his boſom, Thy baſe heart 
it be good for nothing elſe, yet prac ws 
commend and ſet 'off, "the unſearchab yy 
riches 'of Fi ree, Grace. (i 27 "This ſerves ro 
beat the. 'off continually 'from xe 
yea, or. but glancing upon!” thineo 21 
teoulacſs, ,or 'exccllency”, the” os tic 
of thy heart , working in" all” thy; duties; 
| makes thee ſenſible rs feel that che” "Bu "8. - 
tog ſhort , and the. covering too "natrow.. 
Were it not for'thoſe Sp thou" 
after duties, upori the dulneſs and diftra@ii- 
ons. of thine: heaxt in them; how apt, -- 
wouldnt thou be £6 fall in" love' wich, an F228 
e wn own performatices, and; in- #4, 
wa emerits? For if notwithſtandinz np*chefe, *: 
A haſt much to do with. the Þ pride of -/7 
thy heart3 how "ariel mire; 5. fie hom- 


being 2h ingonn. q. 
F Com. "I concludes. gy. will it forth 
Put a bleſſed end to all theſe iroubles, cares, 
and watchings, 

"The time is coming when thy heart 
(hall; be as thou wouldit have it; when 
go. halt be diſcharged: of all theſe cares, 

$,..and ; wan and never cry out, 
Oh. my tarts my. proud, .my vain , my 
earth]) NF heart any. more.z when all dark- 
neG.ſhall be baniſhed from (thine under- 
 Ganding » and thou ſhalt clearly diſcoyer 
all Tzuths in: God, that Cryſtal Ocean 
4. Trath 3. when al 1 voi ſhall be | 


